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COVID-19 UPDATE
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention recommends mask wearing in public places. At press time, 
infections from Covid, influenza, and respiratory virus are on the rise nationwide. Our Sunday Mass is not a 
“crowded indoor setting” and we are able to “socially distance.” However, we continue to recommend wearing 
masks since our congregation includes parishioners at high-risk for infection due to age or co-morbidity, and 
some who are unvaccinated. All are welcome and we want our worship environment to be safe.

IMITATE THE PIETY OF THE MAGI
ON THE FEAST of the 

Epiphany the scene at 
the Crib is completed, with 
the arrival of the wise men, 
or Magi, in Bethlehem. 
We should all make an ef-
fort to visit the Crib. It can 
be tempting to think of the 
Crib as something primar-
ily for children. In a sense 
it is, but Our Lord tells us 
all: “Unless you become 
like little children, you will 
never enter the Kingdom of 
God.”
At the Manger, we all 

become like children, and 
at the Crib, our own eyes 
should sparkle with wonder 
as we behold the tenderness and 
the intimacy of the Holy Family, as 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph bid us to 
come closer. At the entrance to the 
Crib, we are invited to leave be-
hind the encumbrances of worldly 
sophistication, and to rediscover 
simplicity and meekness.

The first outsiders to arrive on the 
scene were shepherds, summoned 
by an angel. This is a reminder to 
us to make room for the needy and 
the heavy-laden in our lives. The 
shepherds have privileged access 
to the manger, showing us who are 
the real V.I.P.s in the Kingdom of 

God. At Epiphany, howev-
er, we celebrate the arrival 
of dignitaries —wise men 
or Magi. And these gran-
dees also have a lesson for 
us, because in our contem-
porary age, when piety is 
often considered to be out-
dated and unsophisticated, 
and when the adjective ‘pi-
ous’ is more often than not 
used in a pejorative sense, 
these elegant gentlemen of 
learning and wisdom set 
us a beautiful example of 
piety. Seeing the star that 
leads them to the King of 
Kings they rejoice exceed-
ingly. Arriving at the place 

of His dwelling they fall down on 
their knees and they adore Him.

This adoration that the Magi 
offer to the Christ Child leaves 
us in no doubt about His identi-
ty. This child is no mere human 
child, however great. The adora-
tion which the Magi give to the 
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For the believer, the magnifi-
cence of the cosmos is an invita-
tion to commune with the God 
who created it and who gave us 
the capacity to appreciate His 
work. As we kneel at the Crib, we 
should reflect on the gift of Him-
self that Our Lord gives to us in 
the Blessed Sacrament. May we 
always make sure that when we 
do receive Holy Communion it is 
in a State of Grace, restored to us 
if necessary in the Sacrament of 
Penance. And may we always ap-
proach the altar with the utmost 
humility, awe and wonder.

The Provost
¶ This article was published in The Ora-
tory Parish Magazine, January 2018, 
Vol. 95, No. 1160, the parish paper of 
the Brompton (London) Oratory. 

Christ Child is the highest form 
of worship which can be given to 
God alone. It is the same sort of 
worship—adoration—that we of-
fer to the Blessed Sacrament. And 
we should imitate the piety of the 
Magi whenever we come into a 
Catholic Church. When we see a 
light burning that indicates that 
the Sacred Host is in the Taberna-
cle, we should always genuflect, 
if we are able to, before taking our 
place. If the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed for Adoration, we make 
a double genuflection, on both 
knees. These outward signs of 
piety are important. The fact that 
Our Lord’s real and bodily Pres-
ence remains hidden under the 
signs of  bread and wine means 
that through carelessness we may 

easily become forgetful of this won-
drous mystery. Cultivating the habit 
of piety in His Presence helps us to 
maintain the proper interior disposi-
tions.
As we kneel at the Crib this Epipha-

ny, we should pray, all of us—priests 
and people alike—for the gift of pi-
ety. It is piety that makes this uni-
verse beautiful. When the nonbe-
liever looks at the cosmos, he might 
well feel hopelessly dwarfed and 
crushed by its magnitude. When a pi-
ous man looks at the stars then he, 
like the Magi, is filled with wonder 
at the work of God. When the pious 
man observes the material universe 
in its splendour and complexity, he 
is inspired to praise the Creator Who 
humbled Himself to unite Himself 
with the frailty of our human flesh. 

Octave of Christmas
THE SOLEMNITY OF  

MARY MOTHER OF GOD
Sunday, January 1, 2023

Solemn Mass and Sermon 
11:30 AM

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY 
 observed Sunday, January 8, 2023

Solemn Mass & Noveritis at 11:30 AM
A Festival of Lessons & Carols at 5:00 PM

A reception follows this service
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Ñ Many thanks to Fr Patrick Ar-
mano for serving as deacon of the 
Mass on December 8 and Christ-
mas Eve. He is a much valued 
friend of our congregation, and 
serves as chaplain at Austin Pre-
paratory School in Reading.
Ñ Ñ Offering envelopes for use dur-
ing 2023 are available after Mass 
on Sundays. If you are a contribu-
tor of record to either (or both) the 
operating fund or savings account, 
there will be a box of envelopes 
with your name on it. Your use of 
offertory envelopes is optional.
Ñ Ñ Many thanks to those who 
have made contributions and/or 
pledges of financial support for 
our 2023 operation. This is also 
a gentle reminder for those who 
have not replied to our request. 
Knowing our expected level of 
income greatly assists our finance 
council and business manager in 
their stewardship of our parish 
program. At press time we have 
received $18,485.00 in pledge 
support for the operating budget 
and $7,640.00 for the savings ac-
count.
Ñ Ñ Many thanks to Judie Bradford 
for hosting a reception after Mass 
on The Solemnity of the Immacu-
late Conception.
Ñ Ñ Father Bradford offers a Cat-
echism class (via Zoom) mid-
week evenings during the winter 
season. These classes may be used 
as preparation for reception/con-
firmation or as continuing educa-
tion. A syllabus is available.
Ñ Ñ The 2023 MArch for Life will 
take place in Washington, DC on 
January 20, 2023. The theme is 
“Next steps: Marching in a Post-

Roe America.” And Monday, Jan-
uary 23, 2023 is designated in the 
Church’s calendar as a day prayer 
for the legal protection of unborn 
children.
Ñ Ñ The Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity is January 18-25. 
Ñ Ñ Ash Wednesday is February 
22nd.

MY FLESH HAS failed and 
 my heart has melted into 

love in yearning after Jesus. The 
whole heart fixed in yearning after 
Jesus is turned into fire of love, and 
with the sweetness of the Godhead 
is it fully filled. Therefore, O Good 
Jesus, have mercy on this wretch, 
show yourself to this languishing 

one. If you come, I am whole. 
Seeking Jesus whom it loves, with 
whose love it is seized, whom 
alone it covets, let my soul seize 
on you. 
Jesus, desirable is your name, 

lovable and comfort ing. No other 
so sweet a song may be heard, no 
other so sweet a joy be conceived; 
no other so delectable a solace 
may be had in mind. Therefore, 
whoever you are that make your-
self ready for the love of God, 
if you will neither be deceived 
nor deceive, if you will be wise 
and not unwise, if you will stand 
and not fall, remember to hold 
the name of Jesus in your mind. 
Your enemy shall fall and you 
shall stand. Your enemy shall be 
made weak and you shall be made 
strong: And if you will loyally do 
this, you shall be, far from fearful, 
a glorious and lovable overcomer. 
Therefore, seek the name of Jesus; 
hold it and forget it not. No other 
thing so quenches hell’s flames, 
destroys all ill thoughts, puts out 
venomous affections, does away 
with curious and vain affections. 
This name Jesus, loyally held in 
mind, drags up vices by the roots, 
plants virtues, sows charity, pours 
in the savor of heavenly things, 
drains away discord, reforms 
peace, gives everlasting rest, and 
fills his lovers with spiritual joy, 
so that it may well be said: All that 
love your name shall reioice; for 
the righteous you shall bless (Ps 
5:12-13).

Richard Rolle
¶ Richard Rolle (c. 1300-1349) was an 
English hermit. This excerpt is from his 
commentary on The Song of Songs, and 
was published in Selected Works, ed. 
G.C. Heseltine, by Longmans, Green, 
1930. The Memorial of The Holy Name 
of Jesus is Tuesday, January 3rd.

THE HOLY NAME 
OF JESUS

IN CASE OF SNOW on 
 Sundays, please be careful. The 

church parking lot will be scraped 
and treated prior to our arrival. If 
there is any problem, the property 
manager will call Fr Bradford at 
home. You should make your own 
assessment of driving conditions 
before driving to Mass.
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SHIFTING THE LANGUAGE

IN RECENT YEARS abortion-
rights supporters moved from 

using neutral language like “au-
tonomy” and “choice” toward 
using positive, stigma-defying 
language. Groups like Planned 
Parenthood now speak about 
“abortion care.” Oprah profiled 
activists who urge people to 
#ShoutYourAbortion. Billboards 
erected by abortion-rights sup-
porters proudly say that abortion 
is a “family value.”

Defying stigma is one thing. But 
the stakes of this debate are never 
higher than when we decide on 
language to describe the object of 
abortion.

The New York Times editorial 
board, for instance, recently used 
the phrase “clusters of cells that 
have not yet developed into viable 
human beings,” in a discussion of 
rights being extended to a fetus in 
the womb, or what I call a prena-
tal child.

Language like this ignores the 
fact that each of us once existed as 
“clusters of cells that have not yet 
developed into viable human be-
ings.” It seeks to hide the fact that 
by the time most surgical abor-
tions take place, a prenatal child 
has electrical activity in the brain 
and a beating heart.

Other words and phrases used in 
the discussion about abortion seek 
to obscure this reality as well: 
“tissue,” “part of the mother,” 
“parasite,” “potential life.” Even 
the term “fetus” is dehumanizing. 

Outside of an abortion con-
text, an obstetrician-gynecologist 

doesn’t generally speak to a moth-
er about her fetus. She talks to her 
about her baby. Family and friends 
organize baby showers, not fetus 
showers. A mother-to-be has a 
baby bump, not a fetus bump. She 
is “with child,” not “with fetus.” 
It is not unusual for major news 
outlets, such as the BBC, to use 
the phrase “unborn babies” when 
they report on new prenatal surgi-
cal techniques.
We have shifted our language in 

ways that hide the dignity of the 
vulnerable, in this instance and on 
issues far from the abortion de-
bate as well. This is part of what 
Pope Francis calls “throwaway 
culture.” What he is describing 
is often connected with the ex-
cesses of consumerism, a culture 
in which human beings whose 
dignity is most inconvenient are 
discarded as mere objects. Such 
a culture requires the use of lan-
guage that deadens one’s capac-
ity to show concern for those who 
need it most.

Charles C. Camosy
¶ This is an excerpt of an article which 
appeared in the January 9, 2019 issue 
of The New York Times. Mr. Camosy is 
a board member of Democrats for Life 
of America and associate professor in 
Fordham University.

“Statistics can be cold. The 6% 
drop in abortions amounts to over 
10,000 children who have been 
spared sudden death. “

Bill Donohue
¶ William A. Donohue is President of 
The Catholic League, the nation’s largest 
Catholic civil rights organization. It de-
fends individual Catholics and the insti-
tutional Church against defamation and 
discrimination.

“The United States affirms, as 
a Constitutional right, protection 
for “life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.” Our nation cannot, 
and must not, protect the wrong 
pursuit of happiness. Our courts, 
defending and applying the Con-
stitution in specific cases, must 
protect the right to be wrong, but 
must not protect wrong behavior. 
Abortion is wrong behavior. It 
is a wrong pursuit of happiness 
because it is a terrible and tragic 
misuse of the human body.”

Father Bradford
¶ This is an excerpt from a sermon on 
January 22, 2022, the 49th anniversary of 
the Supreme Court decision Roe v Wade, 
which ruled the Constitution conferred 
the right to have an abortion. The Su-
preme Court overturned the ruling on 
June 24, 2022.

“Law cannot be divorced from 
morality and, there is a reason to 
think, morality, at least in the long 
run, cannot be divorced from reli-
gion. Law and religion are alike, 
therefore, as reinforcements of so-
cial order. It is a subject for specu-
lation at least, whether either can 
long remain healthy and self-
confident without the other. Each 
imposes obligations, but each is 
subject to the therapeutic heresy, 
softening those obligations to ac-
commodate individual desires.”

Judge Robert Bork

¶ Judge Bork (1927-2012) was widely 
recognized for judicial competence but 
reviled for his political philosophy. He 
served on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia and his nomina-
tion to the Supreme Court was rejected 
by the U.S. Senate.
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CHRIST APPEARED in the 
world, and, bringing beauty 

out of disarray, gave it luster and 
joy. He bore the world’s sin and 
crushed the world’s enemy. He 
sanctified ·the fountains of wa-
ters and enlightened the minds of 
men. Into the fabric of miracles 
he interwove ever greater mira-
cles.
For on this day land and sea 

share between them the grace of 
the Savior, and the whole world 
is filled with joy. Today’s feast 
of the Epiphany manifests even 
more wonders than the feast of 
Christmas.
On the feast of the Savior’s 

birth, the earth rejoiced because 
it bore the Lord in a manger; but 
on today’s feast of the Epiphany 
it is the sea that is glad and leaps 
for joy; the sea is glad because it 
receives the blessing of holiness 
in the river Jordan.
At Christmas we saw a weak 

baby; giving proof of our  weak-
ness. In today’s feast, we see a 
perfect man, hinting at the per-
fect Son who proceeds from the 
all-perfect Father. At Christmas 
the King puts on the royal robe 
of his body; at Epiphany the very 
source enfolds and, as it were, 
clothes the river.
Come then and see new and 

astounding miracles: the Sun of 
righteousness washing in the Jor-
dan, fire immersed in water, God 
sanctified by the ministry of man.

Today every creature shouts in 
resounding song: Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Blessed is he who comes in 

every age, for this is  not his first 
coming.
And who is he? Tell us more 

clearly, I beg you, blessed David. 
The Lord is God and has shone 
upon us. David is not alone in 
prophesying this; the apostle Paul 
adds his own witness, saying: The 
grace of God has appeared bring-
ing salvation for all men, and in-
structing us. Not for some men, 
but for all. To Jews and Greeks 
alike God bestows salvation 
through baptism, offering baptism 
as a common grace for all.
Come, consider this new and 

wonderful deluge, greater and 
more important than the flood of 
Noah’s day. Then the water of the 
flood destroyed the human race, 
but now the water of baptism has 
recalled the dead to life by the 
power of the one who was bap-
tized. In the days of the flood the 
dove with an olive branch in its 
beak foreshadowed the fragrance 
of the good odor of Christ the 
Lord; now the Holy Spirit, com-
ing in the likeness of a dove re-
veals the Lord of mercy.

Saint Proclus of Constantinople

FIRE IMMERSED IN WATER
¶ Saint Proclus (d. 446) was a friend and 
disciple of St John Chrysostom, and like 
his mentor was an Archbishop of Con-
stantinople. This excerpt from a sermon 
on the Baptism of Our Lord is among 
twenty sermons of St Proclus which sur-
vive.

THE GREAT CHRIS-
TIAN REVELATION
THE ULTIMATE GOAL of 

all prayer is the coming of 
the Kingdom of God, and hence 
first of all the sanctification of His 
name, so that, in a word, His will, 
His whole will and nothing but 
His will may be accomplished ... 
If God, if the knowledge of God, 

if, in a word, the love of God 
should interest us so strongly, it is 
not only because that is the way 
of salvation, for ourselves ... and 
for the world. On the contrary, we 
should say that the salvation of 
the world and our own are only 
worthy of interest because God 
wishes to be known and loved, 
known and loved for himself.
In the last analysis, that is the 

great Christian revelation. For the 
Christian, for the Church, God is 
not just a “Good” to be revealed 
to people so that they can profit 
by it. God is Someone: Someone 
who loves each and every one of 
us, who expects us all to love him, 
above all who expects each of us, 
this very day, without waiting any 
longer, to recognize his love and 
surrender to it as completely as 
possible.

 Father Louis Bouyer
¶ Father Bouyer (1913-2004) was a 
French priest and renowned theolo-
gian. His study of St Athanasius in 1939 
led to his conversion to Catholicism, af-
ter which he joined the French Oratori-
ans. This excerpt is from Christian Initia-
tion, published in 1958 by Cluny Media.
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IS THERE TO BE no develop-
ment of religion in the Church 

of Christ? Certainly, there is to be 
development and on the largest 
scale.

Who can be so grudging to men, 
so full of hate for God, as to try 
to prevent it? But it must truly be 
development of the faith, not al-
teration of the faith. Development 
means that each thing expands to 
be itself, while alteration means 
that a thing is changed from one 
thing into another.
The understanding, knowledge 

and wisdom of one and all, of in-
dividuals as well as of the whole 
Church, ought then to make great 
and vigorous progress with the 
passing of the ages and the cen-
turies, but only along its own line 
of development, that is, with the 
same doctrine, the same meaning 
and the same import.
The religion of souls should fol-

low the law of development of 
bodies. Though bodies develop 
and unfold their component parts 
with the passing of the years, they 
always remain what they were. 

There is a great difference be-
tween the flower of childhood 
and the maturity of age, but those 
who become old are the very same 
people who were once young. 
Though the condition and appear-
ance of one and the same indi-
vidual may change, it is one and 
the same nature, one and the same 
person.

The tiny members of unweaned 
children and the grown members 
of young men are still the same 
members. Men have the same 
number of limbs as children. 
Whatever develops at a later age 
was already present in seminal 
form; there is nothing new in old 
age that was not already latent in 
childhood.

There is no doubt, then, that the 
legitimate and correct rule of de-
velopment, the established and 
wonderful order of growth, is this: 
in older people the fullness of 
years always brings to completion 
those members and forms that the 
wisdom of the Creator fashioned 
beforehand in their earlier years.

If, however, the human form 
were to turn into some shape 
that did not belong to its own na-
ture, or even if something were 
added to the sum of its members 
or subtracted from it, the whole 
body would necessarily perish or 
become grotesque or at least be 
enfeebled. In the same way, the 
doctrine of the Christian religion 
should properly follow these laws 
of development, that is, by becom-
ing firmer over the years, more 
ample in the course of time, more 
exalted as it advances in age.

In ancient times our ancestors 
sowed the good seed in the har-
vest field of the Church. It would 
be very wrong and unfitting if we, 
their descendants, were to reap, 
not the genuine wheat of truth but 
the intrusive growth of error.

On the contrary, what is right 
and fitting is this: there should 
be no inconsistency between first 
and last, but we should reap true 
doctrine from the growth of true 
teaching, so that when, in the 
course of time, those first sowings 
yield an increase it may flourish 
and be tended in our day also.

Saint Vincent of Lerins
¶ Saint Vincent (d. c. 445) wrote his 
Commonitorium as guidance to distin-
guish Catholic truth from heresy.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE FAITH, NOT ALTERATION

JUAN DE FLANDES (c.1455- 
1515) was the official painter 

to lsabella the Catholic (1451-
1504), Queen of Castile and, 
along with her husband, Ferdi-
nand of Aragon, unifier of Spain. 
At the end of her life, to serve 
as an altarpiece for her private 
oratory she commissioned forty-

TIIE MARRIAGE 
FEAST AT CANA
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

seven small paintings from him 
(81/4 x 61/4 in.) representing epi-
sodes from the life of Jesus. Un-
fortunately, many of these panels 
were dispersed after the queen’s 
death, so that only twenty-five of 
them, attributed with certainty to 
Juan de Flandes, are still extant. 
The one that adorns your MAg-
nificAt, The Marriage Feast at 
Cana, hangs today in the Met-
ropolitan Museum in New York. 
The newlyweds bear the features 
of Prince John of Aragon—heir 
of the Catholic sovereigns Fer-
dinand and Isabella—and Mar-
garet of Austria. Their marriage, 
celebrated in 1497, rejoiced the 
hearts of the monarchs and was 
the delight of Spain. He was 
nineteen, she seventeen. Though 
an arranged marriage, from the 
moment they met it was love at 
first sight. Alas, after only six 
months of a passionate love story 
that was to become legend, John 
suddenly died while on a journey.

Here then the two charming 
newlyweds are seated facing 
us at the banquet table. To their 
right is Mary clothed in widow’s 
weeds, for Joseph is not men-
tioned as a guest in the Gospel 
account. With hands joined and 
a look of supplication, she inter-
cedes with her divine Son. And 
her intercession is efficacious, 
for, seated next to her, Jesus 
blesses the water which a servant 
pours into a jar. And this water is 
transformed into wine. The moral 
of this small, private devotional 
painting is clear: at the interces-
sion of the Virgin Mary, Chris-
tian spouses are invited by Jesus 
to fill—to the brim—their life of 
human love that, through the sac-

rament of Marriage, the love that 
unites them may be raised to the 
level of divine love. 

Pierre-Marie Dumont
¶ This article appeared in the January, 
2022 issue of MAgnificAt magazine, Vol. 
23, No. 11. Pierre-Marie Dumont is the 
founder and publisher.

THE  
PRESENTATION 

OF CHRIST 
IN THE TEMPLE
Commonly called Candlemas
Thursday, February 2, 2023

Blessing of Candles & Procession 
Solemn High Mass & Sermon

7:30 PM
You may bring unused household 

candles for blessing



Page 48     Contra Mundum

St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for 
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking 
lot is a short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


