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COVID-19 UPDATE
The Boston Public Health Commission continues to recommend wearing masks in public places. Our Sunday 
Mass is not a “crowded indoor setting.” Nevertheless, our parishioners include high-risk individuals in several 
categories: seniors, immune-compromised, and unvaccinated. All are welcome. So for their sake, and your own, 
masks are recommended. And please stay home if you are sick or test positive for Covid. If you test positive, be 
sure to contact your health care provider.

Waiting is not fashionable.
Silence is not fashionable...
Patience is not fashionable.

MAYBE THAT IS WHY 
 Advent goes unob-

served by so much of the world, 
even by Christians. Last week 
I took my Natural History stu-
dents into the 10,000-acre Bear 
Brook Forest. Snow had just fallen. 
The high that day was 18-degrees 
Fahrenheit. We were with a life-
long trapper and outdoorsman. He 
was teaching us the art of wildlife 
tracking and observation. So much 
depends on silence and patience.

I consider myself a patient per-
son, one who loves silence. But 
in the forest, I realized how much 
I can lose myself in the habits of 
the world. Wildlands are good 
for facing our limits: I am not as 
patient as I wish. Wilderness is a 
good testing ground for new and 
better habits. Perhaps, you too suf-
fer certain frustrations—the itch 
to look at a cell phone; the grow-

ing fury at a slow cashier; “weari-
ness” of waiting for an uploaded 
file or movie; the drum of tedium 
that beats when you have to stand 
in line.

Thank Heaven for the wilderness 
letting us see how weak we are. As 
I tramped through the damp, icy 
under bush and wondered about 
the hum of the rest of the world, 
the meandering animal paths and 
overgrown thickets stripped my 
mind of its impatience. I began to 
concentrate my attention again. 
The silence and wildness of the 
place called me to higher things. I 
was reminded of the poet (and Je-
suit) Gerard Manley Hopkins, who 
in his Inversnaid, wrote:

What would the world be, once 
bereft 
Of wet and wildness? Let them 
be left,
O let them be left, wildness 
and wet; 
Long live the weeds and wil-
derness yet!

Later that day, as I prepared 
for my theology class, I read the 
words of Paul’s Letter to the He-
brews: “Patience is necessary for 
you, so that you may do the will 
of God and receive what is prom-
ised.”
But how hard it is to be patient 

and receive the promised gift. The 
world trains us otherwise. Every-
thing is so instant, so apparently 
yielding to our will and whim, 
that we can forget God’s will.
And let’s admit it: Many aspects 

of the modern world are useful. 
We can stay in touch with distant 
friends and family. We can view 
images of celebrations, meals, 
and events at which we cannot 

ADVENT IN THE TANGLED TRIALS OF LIFE
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be present. Everything is so in-
stant, so easy, so very, apparently 
immediate. Yet the moment we 
are required to wait, the moment 
technology stalls, the charade is 
exposed.

The world teaches us to rush and 
seek a new tidy order—the order 
of the cell phone, the perfect social 
media page; the world where we 
do not wait and do not see.

Yet soon we will be called by 
the Psalms to wait, to demonstrate 
faithful patience. In the first Sun-
day of Advent, the Psalmist will 
sing, “In Thee, I have put my trust, 
O God ... none that wait on thee 
shall be confounded.” The God 
who is always present, demands 
we wait for him to come to us: His 
Advent — the movement of God 
in time to us cut across our tidy 
and hurried and impatient world.

We must wait amidst our own of-
ten bewildering situation or move 
with patient resolve through the 
messy thickets of our lives. For us, 
for Christians, this is not a cause of 
sorrow, but of joy. St. Paul writes 
in Romans that we should rejoice 
in the tangled trials of life because 
“suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, be-
cause God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.”

Advent. We wait in what seems 
to be a wilderness and disorder. 
When we wait in Faith, we grow 
in patience and strength, and we 
trust the day will come when we 
will receive “what is promised.”

William Edmund Fahey

¶ Dr Fahey is President of Thomas More 
College of Liberal Arts in Merrimack, New 
Hampshire. He was a presenter at a John 
Henry Newman Conference co-sponsored 
by our Congregation and The Cathedral of 
the Holy Cross in 2011.

HE WILL BE GREAT

THE QUALITY FIRST enunci-
ated by the Angel Gabriel as be-

ing the essential feature of her Son, 
was the one to be revealed last. The 
divine motherhood appeals to us 
chiefly in connection with Christ’s 
littleness. Whenever human art has 
attempted the glorious subject of the 
divine motherhood, it has taken that 
motherhood at its first period, when 
the Son of Mary was not great yet, 
but little. But no artist has ever been 
capable, or ever will be capable, of 
giving to us fully the peculiar look of 
love and hope with which the divine 
Mother gazed at her infant Son as the 
message of Gabriel kept ringing in 
her ears: he will be great.

This message ought to permeate all 
Christian art in its treatment of the 
Mother and Child. Mary holds in her 
arms One who shall be great; nothing 
will ever prevent his becoming great; 
she is sure of it, though she may be in 
doubt as to many things that will con-
stitute his final greatness. She holds 
up that sweet child of hers, so help-
less, so tiny, and she speaks to us the 
words of the heavenly meenger: he 

will be great. Nothing appeals 
so directly to human mother-
hood as the  hope of some great-
ness for the helpless little child 
of inarticulate speech. Mary’s 
joy was complete; it was not a 
mere hope, it was a divine as-
surance. In all our thoughts on 
the divine maternity we ought 
to keep constantly before our 
minds the words with which 
Gabriel opens the description of 
the future Son of Mary.

Dom Anscar Vonier, O.S.B.  
¶ Dom Anscar Vonier (1875-1938) 
was abbot of Buckfast Abbey in Dev-
on, England. A Benedictine monk, he 
wrote many books. This excerpt is from 
The Divine Motherhood, published by 
Assumption Press, Assumption, Illi-
nois in 2014. His book A Key to the 
Doctrine of the Eucharist is a classic. 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE 
lMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY
Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Solemn High Mass & Sermon 
7:30 PM

Holy Day of Obligation
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Ñ Ñ The Season of Advent is un-
derway. Mass readings are now 
taken from Year A in the three-
year cycle. Daily Mass read-
ings are taken from Year One. 
Advent devotional materials are 
available on the lower shelves of 
the tract case (where you get a 
Sunday service leaflet and Mass 
booklet.) For the Advent reading 
materials, a nominal price is sug-
gested, which you may leave in 
the alms basin.

Ñ Ñ Christmas Flower Envelopes 
are available for your memo-
rial and thanksgiving gifts and 
to help with the expense of deco-
rating the church for Christmas. 
These envelopes are inserted in 
the Sunday service leaflet. Extras 
are also found in the tract case.

Ñ Ñ An Every Member Canvass is 
being conducted for the financial 
support of the parish in the com-
ing year. (This is our version of 
a “grand annual” collection.) At 
press time we have pledges and 
gifts totaling $11,680.00 for the 
operating budget and $1,520.00 
for the savings account. We need 
approximately $1,000 per week 
in order to meet our regular ob-
ligations. A special mailing was 
sent in October, and extra copies 
of the canvass letter and pledge 
cards are available in the tract 
case. Please fill in and return 
your pledge card at your earliest  
convenience.

Ñ Ñ Each year Father Bradford of-
fers a Catechism class via Zoom 
and schedules a meeting day and 
time convenient to those inter-
ested in joining. The course may 
be used as preparation for recep-

tion into the Catholic Church, or 
as continuing education. Please 
contact Fr Bradford for more in-
formation. A syllabus is available.

Ñ Ñ The Christmas collections at 
Masses on December 24th and 
25th benefit the Clergy Retirement 
Trust of The Archdiocese of Bos-
ton. These funds provide stipends, 
housing, and medical insurance 
for the retired priests of the arch-
diocese (of which Fr Bradford is 
one). Please be generous.

Ñ Ñ At least one million resi-
dents in Massachusetts do not 
have enough food to eat, and so 
go hungry. Most parishes have a 
food pantry, or provide a pickup 
site for a neighboring distribution 
center. (St Theresa of Ávila Parish 
collects nonperishable food items 
for pick up by Catholic Charities 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays each 
week. Your nearest parish may 
have a different schedule.) Please 
consider making a regular dona-
tion to a food pantry if you do not 
already do so.

Ñ Ñ In case of snow, please be care-
ful. The Sunday Mass at St Law-
rence Church is rarely cancelled. 
The parking lot is plowed and 
treated prior to the parish 9 AM 
Mass. But your local roads may 
make driving hazardous. In the 
event we do have to cancel Mass, 
the property manager will contact 
Fr Bradford and a notice will be 
put on our parish websites. 

Ñ Ñ Offering envelopes for use 
during 2023 will be available for 
pickup after Mass on Sundays in 
late December. If you are a con-
tributor of record to either (or 
both) the operating or savings 

SHORT NOTES

EMBER DAYS

THE EMBER DAYS are ob-
served in support of the Sa-

cred Ministry of the Church. The 
winter Ember Days in 2022 are 
Friday and Saturday, December 
2nd and 3rd. In the Ordinariate the 
Friday Ember Day is an obliga-
tory day of abstinence. The Fri-
day abstinence throughout the 
year continues to be kept by many 
Catholics as a memorial to the 
crucifixion of Our Lord. The Fri-
day abstinence is not kept during 
Christmastide and the Great Fifty 
Days of Easter.

O God, we pray
For those who serve you

As bishops, priests and deacons 
In your Holy Church,

That they may teach the Faith
And work for the saving of your 

people.
We pray too at this time 

For all those who are preparing
To serve you in this way,

That they may be filled with your 
blessing 

As they approach the great day 
When they will be ordained.

funds, there will be a box of en-
velopes assigned for your option-
al use.
Ñ Ñ Saturday Mass on December 
24th is a year’s-mind Mass for 
Bernard Cardinal Law. May he 
rest in peace.
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FOR THE SAKE OF DOING GOOD

A FIG TREE well-planted in 
 good soil and given suffi-

cient time, has everything it needs 
to bear fruit. If for any reason it 
does not bear fruit, the tree is dug 
up and replaced. The failed tree is 
not being punished. It is a matter 
of keeping the focus on the pur-
pose of the orchard. An orchard 
or vineyard is to bear fruit. If one 
tree fails, another will be given its 
place.

Our Lord Jesus may have told 
this parable to describe what hap-
pened to ancient Israel and its re-
ligion. There certainly was an ob-
session with forms and dogmas, 
and a parallel turning away from 
the way of the heart and the spirit 
of the law. In this concern, Our 
Lord was repeating and affirming 
the message of the great Old Tes-
tament prophets.

But it is not for Catholics to sit 
back and enjoy Our Lord turning 
up the heat on others! We don’t 
come away better disciples when 
we adopt that mindset. Old Testa-
ment Jews were not the only ones 
capable of losing sight of the sub-
stance they were meant to serve, 
and concentrating on the structure 

which God created not for its 
own sake but for the doing of 
good.

Think how it would look to 
you and me daily passing by 
the construction site of a great 
building project and watch-
ing its progress. We would see 
temporary scaffolding practi-
cally covering the building as 
it rises. But how silly it would 
be if one day it became evi-

dent the builders had confused the 
elaborate staging with the primary 
structure, and began decorating the 
scaffolding pipes and boards with 
carpeting, draperies, and furniture!

We have to be very sure we do not 
confuse the apparatus of the Church 
with the goal. Catholics have been 
given incredible gifts and riches; 
and yes, we must take great care to 
teach the benefits they have for all 
souls, and we must also take great 
care to preserve what God has pro-
vided. But here too, the Lord has 
created a structure for the doing of 
good. The purpose of the vineyard 
and all its plants is to bear fruit.

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa 
of Ávila Church on October 27, 2012.

dience, so when Jesus looks out 
upon the crowds following after 
him in longing, he does not de-
spise them for being mere sheep. 
He pities them, because they do 
not have a shepherd.

Soon after my father died, I 
was teaching Saint Benedict's 
Rule, and it occurred to me that 
I too needed an abbot, a spiri-
tual father. I needed direction. I 
didn't need someone who would 
say that I was all right as I was, 
spiritually halt and blind, beset 
with sinful fears and desires, and 
hanging out with wolves. I need-
ed someone to put me under the 
curative regimen of Jesus, and to 
drive those wolves off. I received 
that help from an aged and saint-
ly Dominican priest.

Of course he too was a sheep; 
the Church is that fold where 
sheep becomes shepherds, in the 
transforming power of obedience 
to Christ, the true and only Shep-
herd of the sheep.

Anthony Esolen
¶ Anthony Esolen (b.1959) has taught at 
Furman University, and at Providence, 
Thomas More, and Magdalen colleges 
and writes for Magnificat magazine. He 
is senior editor of Touchstone maga-
zine.

THE CURATIVE 
REGIMEN OF JESUS

Whenever I hear someone say, 
“I am my own man,” unless 

it’s just an idle boast, I think it re-
ally means that he follows along 
with all the other independent 
sheep in the world, or that he’s a 
lamb scampering about and butting 
at empty air. Man is made for obe-
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THIS KIND OF BIRTH

A ROYAL VIRGIN of the 
 house of David is chosen. 

She is to bear a holy child, one 
who is both God and man. She 
is to conceive him in her soul 
before she conceives him in her 
body. In the face of so unheard 
of an event she is to know no 
fear through ignorance of the 
divine plan; the angel tells her 
what is to be accomplished in her 
by the Holy Spirit. She believes 
that there will be no loss of vir-
ginity, she who is soon to be the 
mother of God. Why should she 
lose heart at this new form of 
conceiving when she has been 
promised that it will be effected 
through the power of the Most 
High? She believes, and her 
faith is confirmed by the witness 
of a previous wonder: against 
all expectation Elizabeth is made 
fruitful. God has enabled a barren 
woman to be with child; he must 
be believed when he makes the 
same promise to a virgin.

The Son of God who was in 
the beginning with God, through 
whom all things were made, with-
out whom nothing was made, 
became man to free him from 
eternal death. He stooped down 
to take up our lowliness with-
out loss to his own glory. He re-
mained what he was; he took up 
what he was not. He wanted to 
join the very nature of a servant 
to that nature in which he is equal 
to God the Father. He wanted to 
unite both natures in an alliance 
so wonderful that the glory of the 
greater would not annihilate the 
lesser, nor the taking up of the 
lower diminish the greatness of 
the higher.

What belongs to each nature is 
preserved intact and meets the 
other in one person: lowliness is 
taken up by greatness, weakness 
by power, mortality by eternity. 
To pay the debt of our human 
condition, a nature incapable of 
suffering is united to a nature ca-
pable of suffering, and true God 
and true man are forged into the 
unity that is the Lord. This was 
done to make possible the kind 
of remedy that fitted our human 
need: one and the same mediator 
between God and men able to die 
because of one nature, able to rise 
again because of the other. It was 
fitting, therefore, that the birth 
which brings salvation brought 
no corruption to virginal integrity; 
the bringing forth of Truth was at 
the same time the safeguarding of 
virginity.

Dearly beloved, this kind of 
birth was fitting for Christ, the 
power and the wisdom of God: a 
birth in which he was one with us 
in our human nature but far above 
us in his divinity. If he were not 
true God, he would not be able to 
bring us healing; if he were not 
true man, he would not be able to 
give us an example.

And so at the birth of our Lord, 
the angels sing in joy: Glory to 
God in the highest, and they pro-
claim peace to his people on earth 
as they see the heavenly Jerusalem 
being built from all the nations of 
the world. If the angels on high 
are so exultant at this marvelous 
work of God’s goodness, what joy 
should it not bring to the lowly 
hearts of men?

Saint Leo the Great
¶ Pope Leo I (c. 400-461) was the Su-
preme Pontiff from 440, and was the first 
Pope to have been called “the Great.” 
This excerpt is from a sermon on the Na-
tivity. Over 200 of his sermons and let-
ters have been preserved.

MEN MUST NOT be con-
tent simply to support the 

efforts of others in the work for 
peace; they must also scrutinize 
their own attitudes. Statesmen, 
responsible as they are for the 
common good of their own na-
tion and at the same time for the 
well-being of the whole world, 
are very much dependent on the 
opinions and convictions of the 
general public. Their efforts to se-

CONTINUE 
UNWAVERINGLY 

IN HOPE
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cure peace are of no avail as long 
as men are divided or set against 
each other by feelings of hostility, 
contempt and distrust, by racial 
hatred or by inflexible ideologies. 
There is then a very great and ur-
gent need to reeducate men and 
to provide fresh inspiration in the 
field of public opinion.

Those engaged in education, 
especially among young people, 
and those who influence public 
opinion, should consider it a very 
serious responsibility to work 
for the reeducation of mankind 
to a new attitude toward peace. 
We must all undergo a change of 
heart. We must look out on the 
whole world and see the tasks that 
we can all do together to promote 
the well-being of the family of 
man. We must not be misled by a 
false sense of hope. Unless antag-
onism and hatred are abandoned, 
unless binding and honest agree-
ments are concluded, safeguard-
ing universal peace in the future, 
mankind, already in grave peril, 
may well face in spite of its mar-
velous advance in knowledge that 
day of disaster when it knows no 
other peace than the awful peace 
of death.

In saying this, however, the 
Church of Christ, living as it 
does in the midst of these anxious 
times, continues unwaveringly in 
hope. Time and again, in season 
and out of season, it seeks to pro-
claim to our age the message of 
the Apostle: Now is the hour of 
God’s favor, the hour for a change 
of heart; now is the day of salva-
tion.

To build peace, the causes of hu-
man discord which feed the fires 

of war must first be eliminated, 
and among these especially the vi-
olations of justice. Many of these 
causes are due to gross economic 
inequality and delay in providing 
necessary remedies. Others arise 
from a spirit of domination and 
from a contempt for others, and, 
among more fundamental causes, 
from human envy, distrust, pride 
and other forms of selfishness. 
Since man cannot bear so many 
violations of due order, the re-
sult is that, even where war does 
not rage, the world is constantly 
plagued by human conflict and 
acts of violence. 

The same evils are also found 
in relations between nations. It is 
therefore absolutely necessary that 
international institutions should 
cooperate more effectively, more 
resolutely and with greater coordi-
nation of effort, in order to over-
come or prevent these evils, and to 
check unbridled acts of violence. 
There must also be constant en-
couragement for the creation of 
organizations designed to promote 
peace.

Gaudium et spes
¶ This excerpt is taken from The Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World of the Second Vatican Council.

HER SPECIAL 
ELECTION

THE OLDEST BASIC Mar-
ian dogma of the Church 

maintains that Mary is Virgin and 
Mother; indeed, she may be called 
“Mother of God” (Council of 
Ephesus). Both are closely relat-
ed: when she is called Mother of 
God, this title primarily expresses 
the unity of divinity and humanity 

in Christ. ... Thus the Christolog-
ical affirmation of God’s Incar-
nation in Christ becomes neces-
sarily a Marian affirmation. ... 
Conversely, only when it touches 
Mary and becomes Mariology is 
Christology itself as radical as 
the faith of the Church requires.

From the same root of the theol-
ogy of the people of God and its 
fulfillment in Mary’s maternity 
there slowly grows the certitude 
of Mary’s original sinlessness 
as the expression of her special 
election: Immaculata conceptio.

The  confession  of Mary’s orig-
inal sinlessness engenders in turn 
the conviction of her participa-
tion in the destiny of her Son, the 
resurrection, and in his conquest 
of death.

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
¶ This excerpt is taken from Cardi-

nal Ratzinger’s book Daughter Zion, 
published by Ignatius Press in 1983. 
Born in 1927 he reigned as Pope 
Benedict XVI from 2005 until 2013.
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
8:30 PM 

Solemn Mass of Christmas 
Roman Martyrology & Blessing in the Crèche

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25, 2022 

11:30 AM 
Sung Mass & Sermon

During the Christmas Octave daily Mass is offered in the 
Ordinary Form in many parishes.

Mass in the Ordinariate form is offered on Saturday, 
December 31st at 8:00 AM at the Marian altar in  

St Theresa of Ávila Church, West Roxbury

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Sunday, January 1, 2023  

11:30 AM 
Solemn Mass & Sermon

The Solemnity of the Epiphany
Sunday, January 8, 2023*

11:30 AM 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

Noveritis ~ the Epiphany Proclamation
5:00 PM 

A Festival of Lessons & Carols 
Music for small choir, congregation, and instrumentalists 

A reception follows this service

*The Universal Church observes The Epiphany on January 6th
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for 
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking 
lot is a short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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