@Contra

Volume XXV, Issue 4

Mundum@

November 2022

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Boston Serving the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter
https://congregationstathanasius.com
COVID UPDATE

The Boston Public Health Commission continues to recommend wearing masks in public places. (And as of
mid-September, there has been an uptick of Covid infection as indicated in wastewater samples.) Our Sunday
Mass is not a “crowded indoor setting.” Nevertheless, our parishioners include high-risk individuals in several
categories: seniors, immune-compromised, and unvaccinated. All are welcome. So for their sake, and your own,
masks are recommended. And please stay home if you are sick or test positive for Covid. If you test positive, be
sure to contact your health care provider.

A VERY SIMPLE AND TRUE THING

Reverend Dear Father Bradford and Judie and Family,

28 Sept. 00 Thursday
I learned, just today, in the Contra mundum, of the death of Judie’s
mother, Helene, and so I send my prayers to you, my condolences,
and my sympathy in this not unexpected, yet none the less of a shock,
death of this lady whom I’ve of course not met, but whose children
bespeak her so very well. Your sure comfort is in God in Whom she is
present to us still—not only in memory but also in fact, in this Communion of Saints, and also there is comfort in knowing and recalling to mind the very conscientious care—even at such distance—that
you did take of her, for so long, at such graceful sacrifice. For the
sadness of earthly separation, no matter how much forethought, our
strength comes from God in Whose Providence things are arranged,
whose mystery will one day fully and gloriously be known.
I think, if my own experience and that of others whom I know, is
any hint at all, that she will let you know, gently, unmistakably, her
present Peace, and you will know it. The Communion of Saints is a
very simple and true thing. I commend you to all the saints that we
are in communion with, and to all the angels, too!
May God bless you very specially at this time. You are all in my
thoughts and prayers. I am, very respectfully in Our Lord and with
Our Lady
A.
¶ Ann E. R. Stitt is a Consecrated Virgin resident in The Archdiocese of Boston, and
was sacristan in Saint Aidan’s Church, Brookline, when she became a friend of our
congregation. She lives in Brookline Village. This letter was written in September,
2000.

ALL SAINTS’ DAY

November 1, 2022
Holy Day of Obligation
Solemn High Mass and Sermon
7:30 PM
A reception follows this service
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PURGATORY WILL NOT LAST FOREVER
Dear Parishioners,
Our departed friends, relatives, and
benefactors will be remembered at
the altar on All Souls’ Day. Please
submit the names of the departed
in time for them to be mentioned.
November is sometimes called the
Month of the Holy Souls.
Christians do not believe that death
is a tragedy. In fact, we cannot enter the next life until we are done
with this one. Moreover, it is only
the body that dies; the soul continues to live. We pray for the soul and
love the soul. We also treat the dead
body with reverence and respect.
We believe that at the General Resurrection the glorified body and the
purified soul will be reunited.
We cannot enter Heaven disfigured
with imperfection. Instead we must
bear the image of the Son of God.
We ask that the Father will look on
us as found in Him. We ourselves
will want to be spotless when we
come to enter the presence of God

in Heaven. The process of perfection
is called Purgatory. The souls in Purgatory live in the assurance that they
are saved. Purgatory will not last
forever. After the Final Judgement
there will be only Heaven and Hell.
The holy souls in Purgatory enjoy
the love of God but know that they
are not yet ready. Our prayers help
them progress. It is a work of mercy
to pray for the departed.
King David said of his departed son,
“He cannot come to me but I can go
to him.” We can expect to be united
with the whole Body of Christ in a
more perfect way in the next life. In
this life the bond between human beings can never be complete. In the
next life all will be made complete,
whole, and perfect.
Faithfully yours in our Lord,
Richard Phelps, S.S.C.
¶ Father Phelps was rector of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, East Chicago, Indiana, for many years. This letter was dated
October 15, 2004.

ALL SOULS’ DAY

Commemoration of
All Faithful Departed
Parish Requiem Mass
Wednesday, November 2,
2022 at 7:30 PM

WHAT A CHRISTIAN BELIEVES
ABOUT DEATH

T

HAT GOD ALONE can
give life . . . Genesis 2, 7.
That the soul is immortal . . . St.
John 5, 24.
That it is the teaching of our
Lord that, at death, one goes
to a place or condition, an intermediate state, between earth
and heaven, that is neither earth
nor heaven . . . St. Luke 16, 19
to 31 and St. Luke 23, 43.
That God’s Kingdom, the
Church, exists beyond the
grave . . . St. Luke 23, 43.
That the saints in heaven were
once “of like passions as we
are” . . . Hebrews 11, 37 and 38.
·
That those in heaven see God
face to face . . . Revelation 22,
1 to 5.
That “saints” means “the baptized” . . . Ephesians 1, 1.
That all the baptized are brothers and sisters in our Lord . . .
Romans 12,5.
That our Lord spoke of the
Church as a house . . . St. Matthew 7, 24 to 27.
That the faithful departed are in
God’s keeping . . . 1 Thessalonians 4, 14.
That it is right to pray for the
dead . . . 2 Timothy 1, 16 to 18.
That there will be a resurrection
of our human bodies . . . 2 Corinthians 5, 10.
That these resurrected bodies
will be like our Lord’s after his
resurrection . . . Philippians 3,
21.
That, in consequence, they will
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be both real and our own . . . St.
Luke 24, 39.
But, spiritual . . . St. John 20, 19.
And both beautiful and glorious . .
. 1 Corinthians 15, 42 to 44.

Ñ Eastern Standard Time returns
on Sunday, November 6th. Set
your clocks BACK one hour Saturday night.
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BLESSED JAMES
THOMPSON

H. A. Wilson
¶ Father Herbert Arthur Wilson (18901954) was a renowned Anglo-catholic
priest. As vicar of All Saints, Haggerston
Road, in Hackney, during World War II
he wrote a series of catechism instructions for the parish children who had
been evacuated from London. The Haggerston Catechism was published by
Mowbray’s and became a classic.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ An Every Member Canvass is
being conducted this fall for financial support of the parish program in the coming calendar year.
Please return your filled in pledge
card at your early convenience.
Many thanks.
Ñ Many thanks to Fr Joseph
Briody, our preacher on Saint
Michael’s Day, September 29th.
Fr. Briody is Professor of Sacred
Scriptures in St John’s Seminary.
And thanks to Fr Patrick Armano who served as Deacon of the
Mass that day, which marked the
25th anniversary of the founding
of The Congregation of St Athanasius. Thanks to Judie Bradford
and to those who brought items
for the reception in the parish hall
following the evening Mass.
Ñ Inquirers’ Classes are offered
each year for those preparing for
reception/confirmation into the
Catholic Church. Classes will be
conducted via Zoom video platform. The program is based on
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church and a syllabus is available.

Ñ Year’s-mind Masses during
November will be offered for
Thomas Burke on the 19th and Joe
LoPiccolo on the 26th. May they
rest in peace.
Ñ Father Bradford was a guest
on the Tuesday afternoon radio
program, “The Simple Truth”,
produced by The Station of the
Cross Catholic Media Network.
The arrangement was made by
our friend Lou Murray and the interview by host Jim Havens took
place in the West Roxbury studio
of the Catholic Radio station. A
podcast is available.
Ñ A new book authored by parishioner Peter Kreeft has been
published by Ignatius Press. The
Man Who Left His Mark is about
how Saint Mark’s gospel answers
modern questions (122 pages,
sewn soft cover, $15.95).
Ñ The Feast of the Dedication
of St John Lateran is Wednesday
November 8th. The Basilica is the
Cathedral of Rome and one of the
major churches in the city. The
Feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle is Wednesday, November 30th.
As “introducer to Christ” the new
church year begins on the Sunday
closest to his feast day.
Ñ Saturday Mass in the Ordinariate form is offered at 8:00 AM at
the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, West Roxbury.

J

AMES THOMPSON lived
much of his life in York, England, during the reign of Elizabeth I. He eventually traveled to
Douai, France, where Catholic
exiles, many of them Oxford professors, had founded the English
College to train priests to minister
to English Catholics. In the end,
some 160 Douai alumni received
the crown of martyrdom.
James’ formation went swiftly:
he was ordained after less than a
year of study. When he returned to
England, people were astonished
to learn he was a priest, since he
had been away so little time. His
priestly life went swiftly as well.
A year after he returned to England, he was arrested. At his trial,
he refused to acknowledge the
queen as the supreme head of
the Church, and was condemned
to death. While in prison, he was
kept in double irons for many
days.
Not only did James openly avow
his priesthood, he accepted his
death sentence with joy. His death
was truly a priestly sacrifice. Astonished witnesses at his death
saw him make the sign of the
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cross as he hung from the scaffold. As Saint Augustine wrote,
“God does not want us to simply
make pictures of his signs, but to
act upon them.”
¶ This article is from a regular column
called “Saint Who?” featured in Magnificat magazine (in this case, the November, 2019 issue). Used by permission. The feast day of Blessed James
Thompson is November 28th.

ENGLISH MARTYRS

John asked Cromwell how it was
that the king could apply to himself
the words of Christ that had been
applied previously only to Peter
and his successors: I will give you
the keys to the kingdom of heaven
(Mt 16:19). Immediately Cromwell
had all three men seized and confined in the Tower of London. There
Robert and Augustine joined John
in formally rejecting Henry's assertion of primacy. Although some
churchmen urged clemency, Henry
ordered the monks' execution.

WITHIN THE
GENTLENESS OF
GRACE

In order, therefore, to transform
outward healings into inward remedies, and to cure men’s souls now
that he had healed their bodies,
our Lord separated himself from
the surrounding crowds, climbed
to the solitude of a neighboring
mountain, and called the apostles
to himself. From the height of this
mystical site he then instructed
them in the most lofty doctrines,
suggesting both by the very nature
of the place and by what he was
doing that it was he who long ago
had honored Moses by speaking
to him. Then his words evidenced
a terrifying justice, but now they
reveal a sacred compassion, in order to fulfill what was promised in
the words of the prophet Jeremiah:
Behold the days are coming, says
the Lord, when I shall establish a
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.
After those days, says the Lord, I
shall put my laws within them and
write them on their hearts.

EARLY BELOVED, when
our Lord Jesus Christ was
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom and healing various illnesses
throughout the whole of Galilee,
the fame of his mighty works
spread into all of Syria, and great
crowds from all parts of Judea
flocked to the heavenly physician. Because human ignorance
is slow to believe what it does not
see, and equally slow to hope for
what it does not know, those who
were to be instructed in the divine
teaching had first to be aroused

And so it was that he who had
spoken to Moses spoke also to the
apostles. Writing in the hearts of
his disciples, the swift hand of the
Word composed the ordinances of
the new covenant. And this was
not done as formerly, in the midst
of dense clouds, amid terrifying sounds and lightning, so that
the people were frightened away
from approaching the mountain.
Instead, there was a tranquil discourse which clearly reached the
ears of all who stood nearby so
that the harshness of the law might

On May 4, the three Carthusians
were taken to Tybum, where they
were hanged, drawn, and quartered—the first public martyrs under Henry.

I

N 1530, the Carthusian Order
had only about 170 monks in
England, but a wide influence. As
a young man, Saint Thomas More
had considered joining them.
When he asserted himself as head
of the English Church, King Henry VIII made them his first object
lesson.
In early 1535, Robert Lawrence,
the Carthusian prior of Beauvale
in Nottinghamshire, and another
prior, Augustine Webster, traveled to the London charterhouse
to consult with Prior John Houghton. They wondered how the
monks could sign Henry's Act of
Succession, which, in early 1534,
had been rewritten to include adherence to Henry as the supreme
head of the Church in England.
Together the three went to see
Thomas Cromwell, the king's vicar general, to discuss the matter.

by bodily benefits and visible miracles so that, once they had experienced his gracious power, they
would no longer doubt the wholesome effect of his doctrine.

¶ Magnificat magazine has a regular feature called “Saint Who?,” in this edition
for saints who supported the Pope. This
article appeared in the May 2018 edition
of the magazine. Martyred on May 4th, the
three Carthusians are among the Forty
Martyrs of England and Wales canonized
by Pope Paul VI on October 25, 1970. The
forty were selected from among 200 already beatified by earlier popes.

D
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be softened by the gentleness of
grace, and the spirit of adoption
might dispel the terror of slavery.
Concerning the content of
Christ’s teaching, his own sacred
words bear witness; thus whoever longs to attain eternal blessedness can now recognize the steps
that lead to that high happiness.
Blessed, he says, are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. It might have been unclear to which poor he was referring, if after the words Blessed
are the poor, he had not added
anything about the kind of poor
he had in mind. For then the poverty that many suffer because of
grave and harsh necessity might
seem sufficient to merit the kingdom of heaven. But when he says:
Blessed are the poor in spirit, he
shows that the kingdom of heaven is to be given to those who are
distinguished by their humility of
soul rather than by their lack of
worldly goods.
Pope Leo the Great
¶ Pope Leo (c. 400-461) was the Holy
Father from 440 until his death. His feast
day is November 10th.

THANKSGIVING
“so early in our history made the
habit of our people”

T

HE COMPLETED CIRCLE
of summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, has brought us
to the accustomed season at which
a religious people celebrates with
praise and thanksgiving the enduring mercy of Almighty God.
This devout and public confession of the constant dependence
of man upon the divine favor for
all the good gifts of life and health

and peace and happiness, so early
in our history made the habit of
our people, finds in the survey of
the past year new grounds for its
joyful and grateful manifestation.
In all the blessings which depend
upon benignant seasons, this has
indeed been a memorable year.
Over the wide territory of our
country, with all its diversity of
soil and climate and products, the
earth has yielded a bountiful return
to the labor of the husbandman.
The health of the people has been
blighted by no prevalent or wide
spread diseases. No great disasters of shipwreck upon our coasts
or to our commerce on the seas
have brought loss and hardship to
merchants or mariners and clouded the happiness of the community with sympathetic sorrow. In
all that concerns our strength and
peace and greatness as a nation;
in all that touches the permanence
and security of our government
and the beneficent institutions on
which it rests; in all that affects
the character and dispositions of
our people and tests our capacity
to enjoy and uphold the equal and
free condition of society, now permanent and universal throughout
the land, the experience of the last
year is conspicuously marked by
the protecting providence of God
and is full of promise and hope for
the coming generations.
Under a sense of these infinite
obligations to the Great Ruler of
times and seasons and events, let
us humbly ascribe it to our own
faults and frailties if in any degree that perfect concord and happiness, peace and justice,which
such great mercies should diffuse
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through the hearts and lives of our
people do not altogether and always and everywhere prevail. Let
us with one spirit and with one
voice lift up praise and thanksgiving to God for his manifold goodness to our land, his manifest care
for our nation.
Now, therefore, I, Rutherford B.
Hayes, President of the United
States, do appoint Thursday as a
day of national thanksgiving and
prayer; and I earnestly recommend that, withdrawing themselves from secular cares and
labors, the people of the United
States do meet together on that
day in their respective places of
worship, there to give thanks and
praise to Almighty God for his
mercies and to devoutly beseech
their continuance.
Rutherford B. Hayes
¶ President Hayes (1822-1893) was the
19th President of The United States. This
Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1877 is
taken from Presidential Thanksgiving
Proclamations, Pilgrim Hall Museum,
1877.

THANKSGIVING DAY
November 24, 2022
Solemn Mass & Sermon
at 10:30 A.M.
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PERSONALLY ATTRACTIVE
TO SINNERS
away! It was right for God’s Son
to save men from the trouble of
making rash promises they could
not keep. But it is a very different
thing to send away penitents because associating with them might
tarnish His reputation! Christ does
not need to worry about His reputation, because He is the One in
Whom God is well pleased. And
thank God He does care about
penitent sinners.

S

T LUKE’S CHAPTER 15
contains three parables for
the encouragement of penitent
sinners. The topic is the love
and free forgiveness of Almighty
God. The most famous parable in
this chapter is that of the Prodigal Son, but that is not today’s
gospel. What we have are the
parables of the lost sheep and the
lost coin. The lost coin is really
nothing more than a restating of
the same point as made in the
lost sheep parable. Each sinner
is so precious that God and His
Church regard no effort too great
to reclaim them to the rule of their
Divine Lord and Saviour.
And there is something else
about this episode that says a
great deal to us about our Lord
Jesus. In the preceding incident,
(which we had in yesterday’s gospel, which was a parable about
half-hearted acceptance of discipleship), Christ found it needful
to encourage men to leave Him if
they did not first count the cost.
But in today’s gospel Jesus is rebuked for NOT sending sinners

Jesus never compromised with
sin; He never made light of it. And
yet Jesus was so personally attractive to sinners that they were approaching to listen to Him. Christ
can both hate the sin and yet love
the sinner, and that is something
each of us is called to do as followers of the Lord and as His ambassadors in the world.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa of Ávila Church on Thursday, November 6, 2008. The text was Luke 15: 1-10.

I

N ADDRESSING THESE issues of life over the past four decades, the Catholic bishops of the
United States have not—repeat,
not—made “sectarian arguments.”
The bishops have made moral arguments that can be known by anyone willing to think through the
first principles of justice. It is worse
than a tragedy, it is a scandal, that
too many of our fellow-citizens,
including our Catholic fellowcitizens, seem not to have grasped
these first principles of justice or
have turned their backs on them.
¶ Archbishop Edwin F. O’ Brien, October
1, 2007 Installation Mass, Baltimore, MD.

THE ONE
REIGNING KING

C

HRIST CAME to gather the
scattered and to lead them
back to the proper state of man or
to the practice of the one religion
(cf. Jn 4:20-23, Eph 1:10). For the
people were subjected to different kings, adopted different laws,
and were corrupted by different
errors. We read in Judges 17: In
those days there was no king in Israel (Jgs 17:6) and in Hosea 3:4:
Many days the children of Israel
sat down, without a king or a ruler (as well as without sacrifice or
altar; as without priestly garb or
house gods).
And therefore Christ came,
in order to be the one reigning
king of the whole world himself,
whose dominion would be universal, whose empire universal,
and whose reign eternal. And this
is shown clearly in his birth, because then he manifested himself
as the king of the people when
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

kings adored him (Mt 2:11); as
the king of the angels playing on
their stringed instruments as they
rejoiced (Lk 2:13-14); as king of
the [Jews] awaiting him because
the shepherds listened (Lk 2:1516); as king of the heavenly bodies because the stars knew him (Ps
148:3). ...
Furthermore, he came so that
there would be one law moving
the people of the whole world forward. ...
Therefore, because there was an
imperfect law, another legislator
had to come whose task would be
to give a general law for all, as we
read in the last chapter of Mark
(16:15): Go into the whole world,
preach the Gospel to every creature, et cetera.
Moreover, a spiritual law is written in the hearts of the people, as it
says in Jeremiah 31: I will put my
law within them and I will write it
in their hearts (Jer 31:33).
Even more, the law of love
(amor) which speaks of heavenly
things: Do penance; the Kingdom
of heaven has drawn near; as Matthew 3:2 reads, and Isaiah 33:22:
The Lord, our king, the Lord, our
lawgiver. And the Psalmist says:
Establish, O Lord, a legislator
over them, so that they may know
that they are mere human beings
(Ps 9:21).
Saint Thomas Aquinas
¶ Saint Thomas (1225-1274) was an
Italian Dominican priest known within
the scholastic tradition as the Universal Doctor. This excerpt is .from The
Academic Sermons, The Fathers of
the Church: Medieval Continuation
Vol. II, with translation by Mark Robin
Hoogland, CP, and published in 2010 by
Catholic University of America Press.
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(Fellowship suspended for now)

SOLEMNITY OF
CHRIST THE KING

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

Sunday, November 20, 2022
Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30 AM
Solemn Evensong & Benediction
5:00 PM

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

A

DVENT SUNDAY is November 27th. The Mass is preceded
by the Great Litany sung in procession. We use the Fourth Communion Service and begin using Year
A in the Sunday lectionary.
Now is the time to order your Advent reading material and obtain
Advent wreath candles.

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking
lot is a short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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Brookline
Reservoir

