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COVID UPDATE

The Boston Public Health Commission continues to urge wearing masks in public places. Our Sunday Mass is
not a “crowded indoor setting.” Nevertheless, our parishioners include high-risk individuals, i.e. seniors, those
who are immuno-compromised, and those who are unvaccinated. For their sake and your own, mask are recommended. And please stay home if you are sick or test positive for Covid. If you test positive, be sure to contact
your health care provider
At the present time, we continue to maintain a mask-friendly environment, recommending masks (except at
the time of communion) and social distancing, at Mass. Father Bradford continues to require masks for anyone
in the sacristy or sanctuary.
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THE WORST TYPE OF POVERTY

URIOSITY MIGHT HAVE
killed the cat, but it also
brought salvation to the house of
the tax-collector Zacheus. In the
19th chapter of St Luke’s Gospel we
see how the whole world wanted to
see Jesus of Nazareth, the miracleworker who taught with greater
authority than any of the priests or
the professionally religious. There
was such a crowd that Zacheus,
who was “of low stature,” did not
seem to have a chance. But what
Zacheus lacked in height he made
up for in his capacity to climb. And
so he ascended the sycamore tree,
in the hope of catching a glimpse
of the Saviour. Something wonderful then happened. Our Lord raised
His eyes, He fixed His gaze on
Zacheus, and He addressed him by
name: “Zacheus! Come down from
that tree immediately. I have to stay
at your house this evening.” Salvation came to Zacheus’ soul, and his
life would never be the same again.
According to some traditions, the

Many things considered, it
might surprise us that Our Lord
should single out Zacheus to be
his host for the night. The Gospels emphasise God’s special
concern for the poor, and make
our solicitude for the needy a
prerequisite for entry into Heaven. But St Luke tells us explicitly that Zacheus was a rich man.
Tax collecting was a highly lucrative business and this little
fellow was one of the bosses in
the tax office. Very probably he
wore expensive clothes and lived
in a well-appointed mansion
with staff to cook his breakfast
and iron his sheets. We might
imagine that it would have been
a more poignant gesture of humility, simplicity and solidarity
“Zacchaeus in the Sycamore Tree” is from
with
the destitute for Our Lord
The Book of the Pericopes of St. Erentrud,
th
Salzburg, 12 Century, in the collection of
to choose to have taken up resithe Bavarian State Library, Munich.
dence for the evening in a poor
despised publican went on to become man’s dwelling. If He had been
the first bishop of Caesarea and to be accompanied by a press team,
venerated as a great saint.
no doubt it would have guided
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him in the direction of a more modish cause, perhaps some popular
victim of Roman oppression.
From a worldly point of view,
Jesus’ choice of Zacheus’ mansion as a suitable venue to rest His
head was, indeed, a public relations
gaffe. The puritans in the crowd
“murmured” and complained that
He had chosen to avail Himself of
the hospitality of a sinner. Zacheus,
it seems, was outside the peripheries of what was considered to be
fashionably marginal. He was the
first century equivalent of a modem
day Eurosceptic or global warming
denier—someone beyond the pale
of those considered worth being
seen ministering to by the bien pensant of the day.
But man’s ways are not necessarily God’s ways. Mercifully for
Zacheus, Our Lord did not think
like a politician or a spin-doctor.
Virtue-signalling was of no interest to Him. He was not looking for
a photo-opportunity, but for a soul
to save and a disciple to recruit. He
actually made it look as if He had
come to Jericho precisely to seek
out this rich little publican.
So what is the message for us? The
truth is that Zachaeus was suffering
from the worst type of poverty there
is: spiritual poverty. Tax-collecting
on behalf of the occupying Roman
forces was a dishonourable way of
making a living. Much of Zacheus’
fortune would have been built on
ill-gotten gains. But it seems that,
in his large house, waited on by his
servants, Zacheus was living with
the nagging discomfort of spiritual
destitution. Perhaps the voice of his
conscience had been telling him for
some time that, despite all of his

creature comforts, he had yet to find
real happiness and fulfilment. God
made us to know Him, love Him and
serve Him in this world, and to be
happy with Him forever in Heaven,
after all. If we attempt to fulfil our
human aspirations on the material
level alone, then the result can only
be interior malnutrition in this life,
and ultimately the agony of eternal
separation from God in hell.
What spiritual poverty there is
around us today. We see unmistakable evidence of it in the ugliness
and brutality of so much contemporary art, which can sell for millions
and which will have an enduring
value in centuries to come if only
for the authentic statement it makes
about this age through which we are
currently living.
We have to make a distinction,
however, between spiritual poverty
and poverty in spirit. Spiritual poverty is amongst the greatest of evils,
destructive to the human soul as famine and plague are detrimental to the
body. Poverty in spirit, on the other
hand, counts among the Beatitudes:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”
The man floundering in spiritual
poverty may admit to no desire for
God or salvation, as he tries to convince himself of his own self-sufficiency. In contrast to this, poverty
in spirit is an acknowledgment of
our need for Almighty God. And it
is the fact that poverty in spirit takes
root in Zacheus’ heart that salvation
comes to his house.
The puritans were focused on
Zacheus’ transgressions, and contemptuous of his politically-incorrect status. What interested Our
Lord, however, was not his sins but

his potential for goodness. And
as a result of Our Lord inviting
Himself into Zacheus’ life, and
Zacheus’ acceptance of that invitation, what a transformation
we see. The dreaded tax-collector promised to give half of his
property to the poor, and to repay
anyone he cheated four times the
amount. Note that Zacheus only
promised to give half of his estate
away. Very likely he remained a
rich man. But the important thing
is that his attitude to his possessions had changed completely;
Now he would live honestly and
see to enhancing the lives of the
disadvantaged. Through poverty
in spirit, his spiritual poverty
was changed into beauty of soul.
Society would benefit from this
transformation.
So rich little Zacheus, who possessed so much gold in this world
now wears the golden crown of a
saint in Heaven. To those blessed
with material wealth, the converted Zacheus shows how to
use it. Do not wallow in complacency and the delusion of selfsufficiency, because you will not
find real happiness in this life,
and certainly not in the next. Purify your souls by confession and
penance, because it is when we
are in a state of grace that almsgiving takes on a supernatural
value which benefits the soul of
the benefactor in eternity. Cultivate poverty in spirit, and give
generously for the love of Christ.
The Provost
¶ This article was published in the October, 2017 (Vol 94, No. 1157) edition
of The Oratory Parish Magazine, the
parish paper of the Brompton (London)
Oratory.
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THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN
But it did not take the Church
long to appreciate St Luke as a
craftsman with words, creating
such vivid scenes that one tradition states that Luke was a painter.
There is a very famous painting
by Rogier Van Der Weyden that
you can see in the Museum of Fine
Arts showing Luke painting the
portrait of Our Lady.

S

T LUKE TELLS us so much
about Our Lord Jesus Christ,
and about the history of the earliest days of Christ’s Church. But
he tells us next to nothing about
himself.
We can appreciate something of
the man from the way he wrote,
however. It is Luke’s gospel alone
that tells us so much about the virgin birth of Christ, and gives us
the moving parables of the Good
Samaritan and the Prodigal Son.
He gives us the comforting words
of Christ in His Passion to the
women of Jerusalem and to the
penitent thief. And in all of these
and more we see the compassion
of Christ, and His emphasis on
poverty, prayer, and purity. That
is what makes Luke’s Gospel so
appealing.
It is only in modern times that
the Church has come to appreciate
what a careful historian St Luke
was. That is because many of his
details have been strikingly confirmed by modern archeological
methods. More than one modern
scientist has come to the end of
his findings to say that Luke was
right.

There is a wonderful description of St Luke in the Bible that
speaks volumes. St Paul, in prison, and near the end of his life,
was lonely. He is writing to his
young friend St Timothy. Paul
had been uncompromising in his
zeal for the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and thank God for that. But he had
ruffled feathers and alienated not
a few colleagues. Yet at the end
Paul could write to Timothy “only
Luke is with me.”
It is always easy to begin well.
But it takes courage, devotion,
and loyalty to see it through to the
end. Of all St Luke’s admirable
qualities perhaps this is the finest.
St Luke stayed the course and he
finished well.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa of Ávila Church on Saint Luke’s Day,
October 18, 2002.

SOLEMN EVENSONG
&
BENEDICTION
Sunday, October 16, 2022
5:00 PM
A reception will follow
this service

EVERY MEMBER
CANVASS

Each fall we canvass our parishioners and friends for a pledge of
financial support for our congregation’s operating program for the
following calendar year. You will
receive a letter from our finance
committee and a pledge card to fill
in and return. The card will provide space to indicate your support for both the operating budget
and the savings account. There is
an extra card provided for your
own records. Many thanks for
your prompt consideration of our
canvass, which is a great help to
our finance committee and business manager in supervising our
program.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to John and Susan Russo for their gift of newly
printed copies of our Sunday pew
missal. The gift is in thanksgiving for the remarkable recovery
of John from serious illness during the past four months.
Ñ Thanks also to those who contributed to our coffee hour after
Mass on September 3rd, when we
observed the Feast of St Gregory the Great, feast of title of the
Ordinariate congregation in the
Boston area. Contributors included Judie Bradford, Evelyn Theriault, Ellen Allen, Br Anthony Cavet, and Eric Mauro.

25th anniversary of the founding of
The Congregation of Saint Athanasius. Fr Briody is Professor of
Sacred Scripture in St John’s Seminary, Brighton.
Ñ Intercession papers for names
of departed souls will be available
in Sunday leaflets during October.
Our annual All Souls’ Day Requiem Mass is Wednesday, November
2nd at 7:30 PM.

THE RESPONSE
OF YOUR
FREEDOM

Ñ There are feast days of two
St Theresa’s during October: St
Théérèse of Lisieux (October 1st)
Th
and St Teresa of Ávila
vila (October
15th). Both are Doctors of the
Church. St Luke’s Day is Tuesday, October 18th (see Fr Bradford’s sermon printed elsewhere
in this edition of the parish paper)
and SS Simon & Jude, Apostles,
Friday, October 28th.
Ñ Hercules Press in West Roxbury prints our monthly parish
paper free of charge. For this we
are grateful. Please consider Hercules Press for all your printing
needs.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be
offered for parishioner Dr John T.
“Terry” Maltsberger on Saturday,
October 8th. Mass is at 8 AM at
the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila
vila Church.
Ñ Many thanks to Fr Joseph
Briody for being our preacher at
Mass on St Michael’s Day, September 29th. This day marked the

I

T IS GOOD to reflect that you
are ... called to be witnesses in
this generation to the vitality of the
Church’s youth—to be witnesses
to the power and effectiveness of
Christ’s grace to capture the hearts
of the young today. The world
needs concrete proof that Christ
can draw this generation to himself.
And you must show that you have
understood the meaning of life in
the context of Christ’s love and his
call. You are called to bear witness
to the fact that, amid the thousand
and one attractions and options, of-

fered by the modern world, you
have been “captured” by Christ,
to the point of giving up all the
rest, in order to become his companions and disciples; in order to
embrace his mission and, finally,
his cross; and in order to know
the power of his Resurrection.
The consideration of being witnesses to the strength of Christ’s
grace leads us naturally, to something that is at the summit of our
very being: our own freedom. It
is only through the exercise of
this freedom—God’s great gift
to us—that we can adequately respond to his invitation, to the call
of his grace, to the love that he
offers us. For each one of you the
present challenge is this: to surrender your hearts and your wills
to Christ under the action of the
Holy Spirit, to give yourselves
freely and totally and perseveringly to Christ. The Lord Jesus
asks for the response of your freedom; for the oblation of your liberty. And the words of the psalm
enable you to reply: My heart is
ready, God; my heart is ready. ...
You are therefore called to bear
witness to your Catholic Faith
in all its purity; you are called
to be witnesses to the victory of
Christ’s love, not as an abstract
power, but as it touches your own
lives and consecrates your own
freedom. For all of you this is indeed an hour for great trust.
Saint John Paul II
¶ This sermon was preached by the Holy
Father in the English College, Rome on
December 17, 1979. St John Paul II
reigned as pope from 1978-2005. October 22nd is the anniversary of his accession, and is an optional memorial in the
calendar.
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A NEED OF HIS
HEART

W

HY ARE YOU HERE?
Why were you born into a
Christian family? Why were you
baptized? Why have you learned
to know Jesus, to love him since
your earliest childhood? Because
he has chosen you and preferred
you from all eternity, to heap
these graces upon you.
Recall your first prayers, your
confirmation, your first Communion, that first union of your soul
with him, your infidelities, small
or great, Jesus picking you up
again, becoming for you so many
times the Good Shepherd, running after his little lamb, carrying it back in his arms; the absolution you have received so often
in the Sacrament of Penance, this
pouring out of his divine blood,
which purifies you in an instant.
Why again do you have this grace
of being chosen to be a part of a
Christian elite, called to make
retreats? Because you have been
loved with predilection. There
is no other explanation. And if
there are any converts among
you, you must unite yourselves
with the thanksgiving of a Saint
Paul or a Saint Augustine. What
confidence he had in you, to give
himself in this way. One could

say that you were in some way a
need of his heart.
Many among you have always
been faithful, others perhaps have
resisted his calls for a long time,
others may have fallen very low. ...
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all for Jesus alone, how to love
only Jesus, how to touch him and
see him, to serve him in the distressing disguise of the poor.

If you have been loved like this,
you must love in return, give love
for Love. “I have loved you, you
must love. I have given you my
heart without reserve; in order to
have your heart without reserve; I
have put no limit on my love, you
must put no limit on yours.”
Father Jean C. J. d’Elbee
¶ Father d’Elbee (1882-1966) was a
French priest, spiritual director, and retreat leader. This extract is from his book
I Believe in Love, an introduction to the
teaching of St Thérèse of Lisieux. Published by Sophia Institute Press, Manchester, NH.

The feast day of St Thérèse is October 1st.

THE GREATNESS
OF OUR LADY

I

T IS VERY, very important for
us to have a deep love for our
Lady. For she was the one who
taught Jesus how to walk, how
to play, how to wash, how to do
all the little things that make our
human life so beautiful. She had
to do them. And the same thing
now—she will always be willing
to help us and teach us how to be

Mary was a true missionary because she was not afraid to be the
handmaid of the Lord. She went
in haste to put her beautiful humility into a living action of love, to
do the handmaid’s work for Elizabeth. We know what this humility
obtained for the unborn child: he
leapt with joy in the womb of his
mother—the first human being to
recognize the coming of Christ;
and then the Mother of the Lord
sang with joy, with gratitude, and
praise.
The greatness of our lady was
in her humility. No wonder Jesus,
who lived so close to her, seemed
to be so anxious that we learn from
him and from her but one lesson:
to be meek and humble of heart.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta
¶ Mother Teresa (1910-1997) founded
the Missionaries of Charity, dedicated to
helping the poor. This article is from Jesus The Word to be Spoken: Prayers and
Meditations for Every Day of the Year,
published by Harper Collins in 1987.
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THE FIRST
CONDITION FOR
HOLINESS

H

ERE ARE AREAS where
you truly try—yet you fail.
Why? Because the desire is too surface—the “yes” to love isn’t coming
from the very depths of you, and so
when taken unawares, lack of love
peeps out. What can you do? ...
The great agony of being unregenerate man is precisely that we just
can’t. Our will isn’t enough “ours”
to be all gathered up in one total act
whenever we want to. But, when we
are wholly convinced of our helplessness—and that’s a tremendous
grace and we have to suffer and
struggle to learn it—then,we have
the first condition for holiness. ...
And the second is to realize that in
proportion as we see that we can’t,
we must believe that God can, and
will, and longs for nothing more.
But, third condition, we must ask
him to transform us, holding our
helplessness up to him constantly,
which, in turn, we won’t have the
incentive to do so long as we feel
we can fumble along well enough
as we are. ... So really, what I feel
God wants so passionately to do in
you is to have you see, open-eyed,
your weakness, and turn with constant trust to him to be loved and so
made loving.

WHATEVER GOD
ALLOWS

Y

OUR FINAL QUESTION is:
“How not to worry?”!

Well, if only I had an answer to
meet that, how gladly I would give
it to you, and apply it to myself!
But of course there is no shortcut
to not worrying.
It does not necessarily imply want
of trust; in fact; it may be that what
God asks of you is to accept it, and
not to worry about worrying!
Trust does not, of course, mean
that you trust God to remove the
causes of worry, though if you
persevere in prayer in spite of all
setbacks, he may do that; but trust
really means that, however impossible it is to realize this emotionally, your will accepts as a certainty
that whatever God allows to happen is, in his plan of love, what is
really best for you and those whom
you love.
“Surrender’’ to God’s will does
not of course mean being able to
want disaster!
It does mean believing, blindly
of course, that whatever ever happens, and whatever you feel about
it, you are in his hands, and so are
those you love.,

Sister Wendy Becket

The more you say, “I must not
worry,” the more you will: I think
it better simply to offer the worrying to God. ...

¶ This article is from Spiritual Letters,
2013, reproduced by Bloomsbury Publishing, Plc. Sister Wendy (1930-2018) was a
contemplative hermit widely known as an
art historian featured in a series of BBC
documentaries.

I have the temperament which
just has to face the worst possibility, and I think,when one does, one
realizes that the very worst can be
accepted. My way is to say in ev-

ery emergency, “Now what is the
worst that can happen?” and then,
“So what?” That works with me.
Caryll Houselander
¶ Caryll Houselander (1901-1954) was
a British mystic and spiritual teacher.
This portion is taken from The Letters of
Caryll Houselander: Her Spiritual Legacy, edited by Maisie Ward and published
by Sheed and Ward in 1965.

THE PERFECT
PRAYER

T

HE GREAT MYSTERY
of life, and the story of individual man and all mankind are
all contained and ever present in
the words of the Lord’s Prayer,
the Our Father, which Jesus came
from heaven to teach us, and
which sums up the whole philosophy of the life and history, of
every soul, every people and every age, past, present, and future.
In fact, all is there: the triumph
of the name of God, the Kingdom
of God, and the will of God. In
the realm, of ordinary human life
we find the daily bread for the
soul and body of all, the intimate
sense of personal humility, and of
the need for mutual forgiveness,
and of God the Father’s forgiveness for each and all of us, with
perfect liberty of thought and life,
in the light of Christ and of his
Gospel, and the certainty of eternal happiness and eternal blessing.
Saint John XXIII
¶ This article is from Days of Devotion:
Daily Meditations from the Good Shepherd, published by Penguin Books in
1998. Saint John XXIII reigned as pope
from 1958 until 1963.

Contra Mundum

HOW DID YOU
DO THAT?

THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

O

NCE on a very bumpy
flight back to the United
States from Rome, I sat across
from a twenty-something young
woman who was visibly frightened by the turbulence. I instinctively reached out to touch her
arm and to tell her not to worry. I
also offered her my rosary beads
to hold; She gladly accepted the
beads and drew them to her heart.
I also gave her a blessed miraculous medal, which she added to
the long fashionable chain she
was wearing. The medal was
one that Blessed Mother Teresa
had given to me. We had a nice
conversation throughout our
journey; and I reassured her that
I was praying. She thanked me
profusely and gave me a big hug
when we finally landed in New
York. ...
A very interesting thing happened after I reached out to the
girl. Some time into the flight I
received a tap on my arm from
behind. I turned to see an elderly
man leaning toward me from a
couple of rows back.
“How did you do that?” he
asked me.
I wondered what he meant and
hesitated.
“The girl—you helped her. How
did you do that?”
I had never been asked a question like this before. To me, I
had only done what came naturally. Apparently, my simple act
of love moved this man in some
way. At least it got him thinking.
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(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

ALL SAINTS’ DAY

Tuesday, November 1, 2022
Procession
Solemn High Mass & Sermon
7:30 PM
Holy day of Obligation
It even prodded him to tap me on
the arm and ask a question.
“Well,” I answered, “God must
have put a lot of love in my heart.
I like to help people.” As simple as
that—the unadorned explanation
just came out. It satisfied the man.
And I was able to get the word
“God” in there—something for
the man to think about. He wiped
a few tears from his eyes. We are
the aroma of Christ whenever we
share with others the love he has
shared with us.
Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle
¶ The author is a writer, speaker, and
EWTN television host. This excerpt is
from The Kiss of Jesus, published in 2015
by Ignatius Press.

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking
lot is a short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

