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COVID UPDATE

In Massachusetts the Covid infection rate has moderated in recent weeks. Although there is no mask mandate
from either the Town of Brookline or the Archdiocese of Boston, you are urged to take all necessary precautions.
During the past few weeks several parishioners have made it known to Father Bradford they have tested positive
for Covid. There may be others. We no longer have mandated reporting or contact tracing. Please continue to
practice social distancing at Mass. Remember that you do not have to receive communion to fulfill the Sunday
obligation. If you feel sick, please stay home. Pastors are given discretion regarding religious services. Effective
immediately, Fr Bradford is requiring all altar servers and cantors to be masked both in the sanctuary and sacristy.

THE FATHER OF LIES HIDES HIS VICTIMS

today nothing remains of Carthage other than desert.”

Parishioner Peter Kreeft was the opening speaker at the Massachusetts Citizens for Life 2022 Convention, held on
March 19th. The following excerpts are
from an article on his address, published
in the Summer 2022, Vol. 43, No. 2 edition of the MCFL magazine. For information on membership go the website,
www.masscitizensforlife.org.

Another great genocide occurred among the 15th century
Aztecs in Mexico. “They called
their god the lord of the ‘Smoking Mirror.’ The priest would cut
the heart out of the living child
and throw it into the fire of the
idol. In one four-day ceremony,
28,000 children were ritually sacrificed. One of every three children of the Aztecs were killed in
this way.”

D

R PETER KREEFT discussed three great genocides in human history that targeted children. The Canaanites
worshiped a demon God named
Moloch, who demanded human
sacrifice, especially the sacrifice
of newborn children. “The heart
of the living baby was gouged
out and thrown in the sacred fire
that was burning in the mouth of the
idol. This was done in the valley of
Gehenna. Jews would not go there
because it had been a place of devil
worship. They only burned garbage
there. The fire had to be kept going
forever. Jesus used that valley as his
word for hell.”

“A strikingly similar ritual was enacted centuries later in Carthage.
They called their god Baal. When the
Romans saw this, they knew they had
to destroy Carthage. The Romans had
many gods but at least they were family friendly. Carthage had to be destroyed because they were slaughtering their own children. It was totally
destroyed. Once a great civilization,

Kreeft said the greatest genocide is the one we are living in today. “The devil has concealed his
name; it is no longer Baal or Smoking Mirror but ‘freedom of choice’
or ‘reproductive health’ or sexual
liberation. He has sanitized and
secularized his ritual. The most
successful strategy in all human
history against his favorite victims,
the most vulnerable and most invisible.
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FOR OUR COUNTRY

“Abortion has dwarfed all previous genocides in the history of the
world. One of every three children
conceived in North America and
Europe are killed before birth. People do not want to believe this when
you tell them these facts. This is the
heart of the culture war.”
“Christians are not modeling selfsacrificial love by rejecting children, one of God’s greatest gifts.
How dare we be at ease when we
are in the middle of the greatest war
in human history? The stakes of this
war are infinite. At stake are eternal
souls; human souls are worth much
more than this material universe
which will decay, while the souls
will remain.”
Kreeft outlined a winning strategy
for spiritual combat. “We can only
win by obeying our commanding
officer,” he said. “Who is our commanding officer? You must either
serve the God of life or the God of
death. Will you serve yourself, your
convenience, your autonomy? Will
you serve those who distract you
from the weakest in need? These
people are in the service of the
prince of this world.”
“You are not automatically in
God’s army. You have to enlist. Tell
God your answer because you will
have to tell him the answer at the
Last Judgment. You will have to answer to your own heart. If we save
one baby from abortion, it is Jesus
Christ that we save. It is Him whom
we save or Him we abort.”
Kreeft said we don’t need more
logical arguments against abortion.
We don’t need more talks about
political strategy or psychological techniques. We need to be convinced by literal truth.
Dr. Peter Kreeft

A

LMIGHTY GOD, who hast given us this good land for our heritage;
We humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove ourselves a
people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with
honourable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogancy, and from every
evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the
spirit of wisdom those to whom in Thy Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through
obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the nations
of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and
in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; all which we ask
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
This wonderful intercession for our country was composed by The Revd George Lyman
Locke (d. 1919), an Episcopal priest who was rector of St Michaels’s Church, Bristol R.I.
for fifty-two years. The prayer echoes the piety of the psalms: thanksgiving in times of
prosperity and trust in time of anxiety and adversity.
Independence Day is Monday, July 4, 2022.

O

UR SUMMER ALTAR FLOWER chart is available for sign up and
may be found on Sundays after Mass. Choose any dates appropriate for family anniversaries, etc. Two arrangements of a substantial size
are needed for the high altar. If you prefer, sign up for one smaller arrangement for the Marian altar. Or both! Flowers may be from your local
florist or your own garden and you may take them home with you after
Mass. But be sure to sign up to avoid duplication of flowers one week
and none the next.
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UNDERLYING GOOD INTENTION

HEN THE TWO ardent
sons of Zebedee, James
and John, came to the Lord Jesus with their request to sit at the
Lord’s right and left in His Kingdom, it is instructive for us to see
what kind of response they received. For the fact is that Christ
Jesus deals with us in the same
way.

up his claim. Thank God that for
Peter, and for James and John,
and for you and me, Our Blessed
Lord looks on the heart.

Quite often our requests seem to
us decent and honorable, but upon
closer examination have mixed
motives. James and John loved
Our Lord, and they wanted to be
loyal. But in their enthusiasm they
took low aim. They sought distinction rather than service. And
although they had already spent
considerable time with Jesus, they
were ignorant of some basic facts:
that Christ shows no partiality or
favoritism; that His kingdom does
not have a material component as
its reason for being; and that the
brothers’ request for the chief
seats in the Kingdom was a misunderstanding of the perfect love
of the Holy Trinity. “It is not mine
to give” says Our Lord.

¶ This sermon was preached in St Theresa of Ávila Church on Saint James’
Day, Thursday, July 25, 2013.

In light of this, it is profitable
for us that from time to time we
take stock of our own spiritual
superficiality. Are we, too, dealing with Jesus out of our ignorant
and inadequate conception of the
true nature of things? If the answer is yes, then no wonder there
seems to be no definite answer
to our prayers. The good news is
that James and his brother had an
underlying good intention. They
were very much like Martha in
last Sunday’s gospel. She was in
a stew because of her intention to

For Jesus sees not only what
we are but also what we shall be
through His grace. And that is
one of the reasons why we call
His gospel good news.
Father Bradford

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CAMBRIDGE

honor Our Lord with a properly
served meal. Her anxiety was the
misdirected outcome of her affection for Jesus.

D

URING MID-FALL of 2021,
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology cancelled an academic
lecture on climate and planets by
University of Chicago professor
Dorian Abbot because of “major
pressure” following Dr. Abbot’s oped comments on diversity, equity,
and inclusion (which had nothing to
do with his proposed lecture).

There is something like that in
the request of James and John.
They desired to be near Jesus.
And it was this genuineness that
comes out in the subsequent conversation. Christ does not rebuke
James and his brother. The Lord’s
divine charity weighs their mixed
motives, and something good
comes from it. Inexperience, ignorance, and superficiality are all
there. But they are no obstacles
if our request comes from a good
and honest heart. For Christ does
not see as man sees, but looks on
the heart.

Princeton University picked up the
lecture and Dr. Robert P. George,
director of the James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions said, “We are not a scientific
institute, however, we believe that
one of the enduring principles in
our tradition of civic life and civic
liberty is free speech and academic
freedom. And that is why we are
hosting Dr. Abbot’s lecture.”

“Peter do you love Me?” Christ
later asked the Zebedee brothers’
colleague and chief. And Peter
said yes. But he couldn’t point to
anything in his conduct to back

This is another reminder that controlling think-speak is not the exclusive domain of 20th Century Fascist
and Bolshevik regimes. It is playing
at a theatre near you!
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Janet Hunt and
Kevin McDermott who read the
Acts 2:1-11 lesson at Mass in a
foreign language on the Solemnity of Pentecost. And many in the
congregation were also well RED
as we observed the Feast of the
Holy Ghost.
Ñ Dr Hunt assembled a quartet to
provide a motet and other music
for Evensong on Trinity Sunday.
Thanks also to Lou Murray for
arranging some publicity for this
service on Catholic Radio 1060.
Ñ In June 26th we began using
the Fifth Communion Service,
composed by Leo Sowerby, at
sung Masses. With the Sowerby
we sing the “Old Scottish Chant”
Gloria. All are found in The Hymnal 1940.
Ñ In your prayers for the sick
please continue to remember John
Russo, Don Smith, Clare Cavanaugh, and Richard Coulsey.
Ñ Father Nathaniel Sanders, ordained priest on May 21st has
been appointed parochial vicar in
St Columbkille Parish, Brighton.
We hope to have him join us from
time to time for special services.
Ñ David Burt’s book Peregrinacion en Tiemos Recios, (A Pilgrimage in time of Covid-19) is
still available for purchase. Your
donation of $100 gets you the
book and contributes to funding for the Church of St John the
Baptist in the village of San Juan
Salamo, Mexico. 143 pp, with
color photographs of David’s pilgrimage. Checks made payable to
St Athanasius should also indicate
San Juan Salamo.
Ñ The Catholic Memorial School’s
Speech and Debate Team has been

Massachusetts State Champion
five times since 2017 (including
2022)! Br Anthony Cavet, CFC is
the coach. Congratulations to all.
Ñ Year’s-mind Masses were offered during June for Fr Roger
Wootton, Fr John Cranston, Dr
Philip Crotty, and Frederick Jillson. And in July Masses will be
offered for Bruce Rand, Helen
Smith, and Fr George Greenway.
May they rest in peace.
Ñ Holy Days in July: St Thomas
the Apostle, July 3rd (not observed
because it falls on a Sunday this
year), St Mary Magdalene, Friday,
July 22nd, and St James the Greater, Monday, July 25th. Mass in the
ordinary form is offered Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday in St Theresa of Ávila Church at 8:30 AM.

WITHOUT FORGETTING YOU
ARE A CHRISTIAN

I

T FALLS TO THE LOT of
those who are engaged in the
active and arduous profession of
the law to pass their lives in great
cities, amidst severe and incessant
occupation, requiring all the faculties, and calling forth, from time to
time, many of the strongest passions of our nature. In the midst of
all this, rivals are to be watched,
superiors are to be cultivated, connections cherished; some portion
of life must be given to society,
and some little to relaxation and
amusement. When, then, is the
question to be asked, ‘What shall
I do to inherit eternal life?,’ what
leisure for the altar, what time for
God? I appeal to the experience of
men engaged in this profession,
whether religious feelings and religious practices are not, without
any speculative disbelief, perpetually sacrificed to the business of

the world? Are not the habits of
solicitude, hurry, and care, totally
incompatible with habits of devotion? Is not the taste for devotion
lessened? Is not the time for devotion abridged? Are you not more
and more conquered against your
warnings and against your will;
not, perhaps, without pain and
compunction, by the Mammon of
life? And what is the cure for this
great evil to which your profession exposes you? The cure is, to
keep a sacred place in your heart,
where Almighty God is enshrined,
and where nothing human can enter; to say to the world, ‘Thus far
shalt thou go, and no further’; to
remember you are a lawyer, without forgetting you are a Christian;
to wish for no more wealth than
ought to be possessed by an inheritor of the Kingdom of heaven; to
covet no more honour than is suitable to a child of God; boldly and
bravely to set yourself limits, and
to show to others you have limits,
and that no professional eagerness, and no professional activity,
shall ever induce you to infringe
upon the rules and practices of religion: remember the text; put the
great question really, which the
tempter of Christ only pretended
to put. In the midst of your highest
success, in the most perfect gratification of your vanity, in the most
ample increase of your wealth,
fall down at the feet of Jesus, and
say, ‘Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’
Sydney Smith
¶ Sydney Smith (l771-1845) was an Anglican clergyman who supported Catholic emancipation. One of the foremost
English preachers of his day, he was
known for wit and no nonsense. This excerpt is from a sermon delivered to lawyers at York, and is taken from his Works,
Vol 3 (1854).
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PROBLEMS
‘And the Lord of the vineyard said,
What shall I do ? I will send My beloved Son: it may be they will reverence Him when they see Him.’ S.
Luke xx. 13, A.V.

1. What shall I do? God has His
problems. If we feel often in life
that we don’t know what to do,·for
the best, if we have to say, ‘What
shall I do ?’ we need not think
that our condition is one which is
the least bit un-Christlike. There
never was a time in our Lord’s
life in which He was not stirred
by divine discontent; it was because He was unhappy about the
state of our world that He came
to dwell among us; it was to face
the problems of life that He so
often sought the solitude of the
mountain-side and the silence of
the desert.
His parable reveals to us that
His problem was the Father’s
problem. God had given men free
wills that they might work in His
vineyard not as slaves but as sons,
and they were using their free
wills to make the vinyard a place
of selfish violence. How was God
to leave man free; and yet win

man to co-operate with the divine
purposes ?’ If man is left free he
will destroy the vineyard; if man’s
freedom is taken from him he will
cease to be a son. This is God’s
problem.

ing God and crowning Him with
thorns could our stupidity catch a
glimpse of His beauty; so we were
left free to do our cruel work in
the hope that we should see Him,
and seeing Him, reverence Him.

2. I will send My beloved Son.
God’s answer is: ‘Love must take
risks.’ God finds the solution to
His problem in Himself. In Himself is the love of His only-begotten Son; it is this love which shall
be manifested in the sphere of the
vineyard of this world. The greater the problem, the greater the
love that must go to its solution;
but love is God’s only way. Love
is the solution to all the problems
of life.

4. God’s saints have faced the
problems of life in God’s way. The
greater the problem the greater
the love that must be .given to its
solution, and God reverences His
saints when He sees them. Right
dear in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints.

3. It may be that they will reverence Him when they see Him. God
puts His faith in His creatures’ capacity to recognize Himself, and
with this faith puts Himself at His
creatures’ mercy. He believes that
when we see Him we shall reverence Him, and He will let us do
anything with Him to give us a
chance of really seeing Him. So
blind are we that only by hurt-

All 1ife’s problems provide an
opportunity for God’s sons to
prove their true sonship. Out of
conflict comes character, it may
be that of a coward, it may be that
of a Christian. The grace of God
enables a man to develop in the
vineyard of life the character of a
son of God.
Father Andrew, S.D.C.
¶ Father Andrew was the religious name
of Henry Ernest Hardy (1869-1946) who
was a highly regarded Anglican clergyman known for his spiritual direction
and writings. This meditation is taken
from The Melody of Life, first published
by A.R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd., in I929.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
John 15:5
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HOPE ONLY IN THE MERCY OF GOD

them the memory of God’s
mercy and the good works they
have performed by his grace. By
then bringing their sins to mind,
he pulls them down through despair.

A

NOTHER CUNNING TRICK
of the devil is the opposite
of that described above. Instead
of exalting the heart, he humiliates and discourages it to the point
of driving it to despair. He recalls
past sins, aggravating them as
much as possible, so that the person, terrified and falling dismayed
under such a heavy burden, is reduced to despair. So the devil acted with Judas. When he was at the
point of committing his sin, the
devil removed its gravity from his
sight; afterward, he brought to his
mind the gravity of his crime in
having sold his Master at so low a
price and unto such a death. Thus
the devil blinded his eyes with the
greatness of his sin and, having
caught him in the snare, led him to
hell (cf. Mt 27:3- 5). So, he blinds
some people by their good works.
He places them before them and
hides their sins from their sight,
thus deceiving them with pride.
He blinds others by hiding from

The remedy for the first temptation would be that when the
devil would want to exalt us
in vanity to the sky, we should
cling fast to the earth, considering not our peacock feathers, but
our feet covered with the mud of
the sins we have committed—or
would commit if it were not for
God’s grace. For the other deceit of the devil, the remedy is to
turn our eyes away from our sins
and to fix them on God’s mercy
and on the good things that we
have done by his grace. For in the
time when our sins fight against us
through despair, it is good to recall the good things that we have
done or that we do. ...
The purpose here is not to put
confidence in our good works
insofar as they are ours, for this
would be to flee from one trap
and fall into another. Rather, the
purpose is to hope in the mercy of
God, who has favored us so that,
by his grace, we might do good.
He will reward what we do, including even the cup of water that
we have given for love of him.
Saint John of Ávila
¶ St John of Ávila (1499-1569) was a
Spanish priest and Doctor of the Church
called the “Apostle of Andalusia” because of his ministry of that region. This
excerpt is taken from his Audi, filia (Listen, 0 Daughter) comprising 82 sermons,
spiritual conferences, and other works.
An English translation was published in
2006 by Paulist Press.

HOW IT MUST BE
WITH GOD

Y

ES, I’VE NOTICED you have
lowly expectations of being
loved and wanted. But I have loved
and believed in you specially,
uniquely, right from the start. So if
someone with whom you’ve little
contact and rarely would think
of, is regarding you lovingly and
happily, all unknown, think how
it must be with God, passionately
concerned for you.
This is an act of faith we need to
make explicit, one that overflows
his Heart with joy (our humble
God). It is infinitely easier to delight him than to displease him. I
loathe these words “displease” and
(worse) “offend” as applied to him.
They’re not in his “nature.” A dear,
pure anger, yes, as Jesus shows, but
always in terms of outrage, Come
to me, all you who labor and are
burdened. Let the children come to
me. He who comes I will not cast
out. And the tender parables, one
after another, often showing concern for the least.
We do, as you say, tend to see God
in terms of our fellows writ large,
but this is a narrowing approach.
Sister Wendy Beckett
¶ Sister Wendy (1930-2018) was a British
religious and an art historian who became
well known via a BBC television series she
hosted on the history of art. The excerpt is
taken from Spiritual Letters, published by
Bloomsbury Publishing in 2013.
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THROUGH CHARITY
within us reveal the mystery
of suffering and bring consolation, comfort, and interior peace.

S

EVERAL MONTHS AGO,
in Jordan, in the Syrian refugee camps, a little seven-year-old
Muslim boy shouted at me: “Does
Allah exist? Does Allah exist?
Why did he allow my father to
be killed?” Indeed, his father had
had his throat cut by the Islamist
rebels, in his presence, and he
was profoundly shocked. We attempted to talk to him about the
good Lord God, the Father and
Creator of all wonderful things,
who detests evil, to try to help the
boy get over his traumatic experience. How could anyone ever forget such suffering, which is a direct result of the barbarity of men
who have perverted religion? This
child had all the necessary material aid; he lacked nothing, neither
clothing nor food nor sanitary facilities nor housing. That was not
enough to console him. Only the
closeness of God and the experience that he loves us and suffers

In Haiti, in 2010, after the
earthquakes, the population
had to face very violent hurricanes. Over the course of
my life, I have witnessed
many situations of great
poverty. In Africa, I remember so many tragedies that
followed one after the other
with terrible regularity. But I
can say that I never saw such
sufferings as in Haiti. I had
the feeling that an entire population was overwhelmed by
the natural catastrophes that
pummeled it. The sadness
seemed to pervade the soul of a
whole nation. I worked a great
deal to make our aid as effective
as possible. I also discovered a
people with immense faith and
absolute confidence in God in the
midst of its numerous sufferings.
If we know how to practice
charity, we will know how to revere God and we will be able to
journey toward eternity. Through
charity, we allow God to accomplish his work in us. Through
charity, we abandon ourselves
entirely to God. And he is the one
who acts in us, and we act in him,
and through him and with him.
Robert Cardinal Sarah
¶ Cardinal Sarah (b. 1945) is a native
of Guinea, and is Prefect Emeritus of
the Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Discipline of the Sacraments.
This excerpt is from God or Nothing:
A Conversation on Faith, published by
Ignatius Press in 2015.
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking
lot is a short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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Brookline
Reservoir

