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COVID UPDATE
Currently we are experiencing a surge in Covid infections in Massachusetts. Although there is no mask mandate 
from either the Town of Brookline or the Archdiocese of Boston, you are urged to take all necessary precautions. 
During the past few weeks several parishioners have made it known to Father Bradford they have tested positive 
for Covid. There may be others. We no longer have mandated reporting or contact tracing. Please continue to 
practice social distancing at Mass. Remember that you do not have to receive communion to fulfill the Sunday 
obligation. If you feel sick, please stay home. Pastors are given discretion regarding religious services. Effective 
immediately, Fr Bradford is requiring all altar servers and cantors to be masked both in the sanctuary and sacristy.

SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST

HERE is the scene 
 in today’s gospel. 

[Luke 12:8-12] Jesus is in 
the house of a Pharisee, 
and there is a great crowd 
outside, and some people 
inside. Those outside are 
mostly opposed to Our 
Lord’s teaching, while 
those inside include His 
closest disciples. Jesus 
is warning His followers 
about courageous sincer-
ity in the face of bitter op-
position. This isn’t an academic 
lecture! The hostility was present 
as He spoke. 

Notice in the Lord’s teaching that 
it is the fear of men which lies at 
the root of hypocrisy. Jesus teach-
es that men should have a fear of a 
loving God as the proper motiva-
tion for their words and conduct.

Also in this passage there is 
teaching about “Sin against the 
Holy Ghost” which is said shall 

never be forgiven. Our Lord insists 
that a constant opposition to the 
influence of the Holy Ghost stems 
not from ignorance, even invincible 
ignorance, but from a deliberate 
preference for darkness rather than 
light. And this opposition renders 
repentance, and therefore forgive-
ness, morally impossible.

Just as bodily food may be rejected 
to the point of the physical body los-
ing the capacity to receive it, so too 

with Divine Grace. Con-
summate opposition to 
grace is respected by God. 
That is a corollary to the 
gift of free will, just as 
is the fact that tragic ac-
cidents happen which are 
not the will of God.

Having made this point, 
however, Our Lord goes 
on to tell His disciples 
not to worry about com-
mitting unpardonable 
blasphemy in using ill-

advised language when they 
are hauled before a persecuting 
tribunal. Christ declares that in 
the stress of the moment it is the 
Holy Ghost Himself Who will 
direct their words. Jesus Christ 
instructs His disciples to think 
of the Holy Ghost as Comforter 
and Guide.

Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church on October 17, 2009.
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FOR LIFE 
IN THE SPIRIT

ONE DAY the abbot took me to 
 see the monastery library. It 

was not a very large collection of 
books. There were a lot of elderly, 
well-used volumes of the Fathers. 
‘Here,’ said the abbot, ‘is a book 
which you give to beginners.’ ‘This 
is a work which is useful for some-
one who is depressed.’ ‘Here is a 
book which will give very clear in-
structions about the Jesus Prayer.’ 
Any Westerner showing you round 
this collection of books, even some-
one to whom they were of practi-
cal use, would have said: ‘Here is 
an interesting sixth-century text.’ 
‘This writer shows influences from 
the Syrian tradition.’ ‘Here is a 
work important in the later devel-
opment of Hesychasm.’ We look 
at books chronologically and clas-
sify them in terms of influences and 
development. To the abbot they all 
had a simultaneous existence and 
composed a simultaneous order. 
They were all books which were 
useful for life in the Spirit. Their 
authors were fathers and teachers 
who had become friends, to whom 
one spoke in church and at other 
times; it was of little importance 
whether they had lived six hundred, 
twelve hundred, or fifty years ago. 
He showed me the library rather in 
the way in which an expert garden-
er might show you his collection 
of books on gardening, or a cook a 
collection of cookery books. These 
help you on your way. They are not 
an end in themselves.

A.M. Allchin
¶ Fr. Donald Allchin (1930-2010) was 
the longtime Librarian of Pusey House 
Oxford, and Father Bradford’s Profes-
sor of Ascetical Theology in The General 
Theological Seminary, New York City. This 
article is from Canon Allchin’s book, The 
Dynamic of Tradition (1981).

THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Sunday,June 5, 2022 

Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
11:30AM

Acts 2:1-11 lesson read in foreign languages 
wear RED to Mass on Pentecost

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OR TRINITY SUNDAY

Sunday, June 12, 2022 
Solemn Mass & Sermon, Athanasian Creed

SOLEMN EVENSONG
BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

5:00 PM
Music under the direction of Dr Janet Hunt

weather permitting, an outdoor reception follows this service
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the Mass and our cel ebration of the 
Most Holy Eucharist. This is how 
the incarnate Son of God keeps 
His promise to be with us always 
(cf. Mt 28:20), never to leave us 
orphans (cf. Jn. 14:18). Chal-
lenge your non-Catholic Christian 
friends on how Jesus Christ comes 
to them. How do they commune 
with the Word-made-flesh? Is it 
only spiritually? Then how is the 
presence of the Holy Spirit differ-
ent in their lives than the presence 
of Jesus Christ?

Fr David Vincent Meconi, S.J.
¶ Fr Meconi is editor of Homiletic & 
Pastoral Review and a contributing edi-
tor of New Oxford Review. He teaches 
Patristics in Saint Louis University. This 
portion of an article appeared in the Oc-
tober, 2021 issue of New Oxford Review.

 “How are you saved” I inquired.

“By the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ”

I probed further, asking where he 
encountered this body and blood.

“Encounter?” he wondered.

“Yes, encounter! Body and 
blood are the kinds of things you 
can touch and see and even taste.”

“Oh, no,” he assured me, “you 
don’t ever meet Christ that way. 
He comes to us spiritually.”

“Whoa,” I interrupted. “It is the 
Holy Spirit’s role to come to us 
spiritually, for that is His nature, 
pure Spirit. But the enfleshed Son 
of God must come to us as He now 
is, as an embodied Savior whose 
very self He gives us as our only 
true food and drink.”

We argued, we disagreed, we 
parted.

From there I walked a few steps 
into the basement crypt of Mar-
quette’s beautiful Gesù Church 
and broke down crying for joy. 
For the  first time, I finally under-
stood what Sister Pam was trying 
to teach us in second grade about 

HOW THE INCARNATE GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISE

AT THE HEART of the Catho-
lic faith is the perduring truth 

that the Word became flesh and 
still dwells among us. Who prom-
ised that He would never leave us 
orphans? Which Divine Person 
of the Sacred Trinity vowed to be 
with us on earth until the end of 
the age? It was God-made-flesh 
who spoke such literal, unalter-
able words; it was the incarnate 
Son who vouchsafed His real, and 
thus physical, presence to those 
who would live after He ascended 
to the Father.

The entirety of the Christian 
faith, most obviously and faith-
fully expressed in the Catholic 
Church, hinges on the fact that 
God assumed creation to Himself 
in an unmatchable and eternal 
way. In fact, Christianity must be 
seen as the most materialistic of 
all creeds: At creation, the Triune 
God invented matter; in the Incar-
nation, the Son of God hypostati-
cally united matter and all that 
is human to Himself; and at the 
end of all the ages, the same God 
promises an eternity that does not 
discard creation but is best de-
scribed as a new Heaven and a 
new earth.

Many years ago, as a student at 
Marquette University in Milwau-
kee, I was walking down Wiscon-
sin Avenue when a young man 
approached and asked me if I was 
saved.

“I certainly hope so,” I replied, 
giving him the only orthodox 
Catholic answer. Then I goaded 
him, “Surely you’re saved?”

To which he replied, “Of course.”

SOLEMNITY OF 
CORPUS CHRISTI

Sunday, June 19, 2022
Solemn Mass & Sermon

11:30 AM
Solemn Procession  

of the Blessed Sacrament
outdoors, weather permitting
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“CALL NO ONE on earth 
 your Father; you have 

but one Father in heaven.” (Matt. 
23:9)

But we do, and we feel sure that 
Jesus, who taught us the “Our Fa-
ther,” and extensively testified to 
his deeply loving relationship to 
his heavenly Father, did not shrink 
from calling St. Joseph “Father” 
or even, surely, “Abba,” “Daddy.”

It is good to think of Jesus’ earth-
ly relationship to his delegated 
human “daddy” as we come round 
to another Father’s Day. It’s good 
to direct the eye of imagination to 
a relationship of, yes, obedience 
and respect on the one side, pater-
nal authority on the other, but also 
a relationship of warmth, emula-
tion, male identification, shared 
jokes and memories, shared love 
and gratitude toward Mary, shared 
devotion, awe, thanksgiving and 
service to God.

“Call no one father”—unless you 
are willing to recognize, in the ag-
ing but familiar male features, in 
his satisfaction at a job well done, 
his protectiveness toward those 
entrusted to his care, his fortitude 
before life’s wearying obligations 
and abrupt challenges, his open-
handed generosity toward the 
needy who cross his path, a pale 
reflection of the Father’s loveli-
ness, limitless creativity, benevo-
lent power, wisdom, and loving-
kindness.

Jesus’ love for his earthly father 
Joseph was as natural as our own. 
We love our fathers first because 
they are there, they are ours, and 
(compared to our own weak in-

JESUS AND HIS EARTHLY FATHER

fancy) they are strong and wise 
and brave. In his humanness, Jesus 
was, like us,”wired” to love the 
man who shouldered the role of 
earthly father to him. All of us who 
have seen babies in the presence 
of their fathers are struck by the 
way they track Daddy with their 
eyes and respond with every nerve 
ending in their bodies to his voice. 
They are on the lookout, it seems, 
for this very figure, this particu-
lar combination of qualities, just 
as they are peculiarly calmed, 
quieted, and at peace with their 
mother’s face and form, voice and 
manner, feel and scent. Maybe we 
are talking about something rather 
like a Platonic Idea, which we are 
born with the capacity of recog-
nizing and responding  to. And of 
course, in this model, the version 
of the Ideal version of the father is 
our heavenly Father.

As someone with a human nature, 
Jesus recognized and responded to 
his excellent earthly father, but as 

the Divine Son who shared in his 
celestial Father’s nature, he also 
recognized and responded, in a 
unique way, to God the Father. 
Jesus acknowledged the family 
resemblance openly and often (“I 
and the Father are one.” “Who has 
seen me has seen the Father,” “All 
have been handed over to me by 
my Father,” “I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me”). He sub-
mitted freely and lovingly to his 
Father’s will (“My food is to do 
the will of the one who sent me,” 
“Not my will but thine be done”), 
and generously “shared” his Fa-
ther with the handicapped human 
brothers and sisters he had come 
into the world to save. And be-
cause Jesus knew God as his Fa-
ther, he could open up for us the 
unimaginable riches of a relation-
ship with God that goes beyond 
(without denying or rejecting) the 
fear-filled worship of mere crea-
tures.

Christ did not say his duty was to 
obey his heavenly father, but that 
his food—his sustenance and sat-
isfaction—was to do the Father’s 
will. A few decades later, St. Paul 
would write almost deliriously 
that he didn’t know which  to pre-
fer, dying right away to be with 
God or enduring exile longer to 
glorify God more fully by preach-
ing the gospel.

Our own earthly fathers—in-
cluding our spiritual fathers, our 
priests—ideally help us grow into 
recognizable children of God. At 
their best, they image in a limited, 
secondary, subsidiary way the at-
tributes of our heavenly Father. 
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Ñ Please keep John Russo in 
your prayers. At press time he re-
mained in critical condition after 
suffering a pulmonary embolism 
due to Covid in early May.
Ñ Congratulations and prayers for 
Fr Nathaniel Sanders, ordained to 
the Sacred Priesthood in the Ca-
thedral of the Holy Cross on May 
21st. He offered his first Mass the 
next day at St Margaret Mary 
Church in Westwood.
Ñ Many thanks to Fr Patrick Ar-
mano who was our celebrant and 
preacher at Mass on May 22nd. Fr 
Patrick is chaplain at Austin Pre-
paratory School in Reading and 
has been our celebrant on many 
occasions.
Ñ The Archdiocese of Boston is 
closing the Year of the Eucha-
rist with a day-long Eucharistic 
Congress, “Jesus is Here,” at the 
Tsongas Arena in Lowell on Sat-
urday, June 18th. Details are on 
the archdiocese website. 
Ñ Year’s-mind Masses will be 
offered for parishioners Philip 

Crotty on June 11th and Frederick 
Jillson on June 14th. May they rest 
in peace.

Ñ There are many holy days dur-
ing the month of June not men-
tioned elsewhere in this edition 
of the parish paper. Notable are 
St Barnabas Day, June 11th, SS 
Thomas More and John Fisher 
on June 22nd, The Nativity of St 
John the Baptist (observed this 
year on June 23rd), The Solemnity 
of the Sacred Heart on June 24th, 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary on 
June 25th, and SS Peter & Paul on 
June 29th.

Ñ On Sunday, June 26th we will 
begin singing the Fifth Commu-
nion Service composed by Leo 
Sowerby and found in The Hym-
nal 1940 at #747-749. With it we 
sing the Old Scottish Chant Glo-
ria, #739.

Ñ Dr Janet Hunt and Mr Andrew 
John Rondelli will share organ-
ist’s duties during the next several 
months while a search is made for 
a new permanent arrangement. 
We are grateful for their availabil-
ity. Please welcome them.

Ñ An altar flower chart for sum-
mertime Sundays is available after 
Mass Please consider signing up 
for special anniversaries and me-
morials. Two larger arrangements 
of flowers may be donated for the 
high altar or two smaller vases for 
the Marian altar. Many thanks.

Their role is not, to usurp the true 
Father’s title, but to provide for us 
and protect us, convey the family 
history, introduce us to the ad-
venture of life, and do their part 
to shepherd us safely home, to the 
God who is Father of us all.

Catholic Eye
¶ Catholic Eye was a monthly publica-
tion of The National Committee of Cath-
olic Laymen. This column was probably 
written by the longtime editor, Maria 
McFadden Maffucci, (who is currently 
editor of Human Life Review.) The ar-
ticle was published in the May 31, 2007, 
Number 256 edition of the paper.
¶ Father’s Day is June 19th.

SHORT NOTES

A SUPREME 
VISIBLE HEAD

CHRIST GAVE TO PETER, 
 not only a primacy of or-

der, but built his Church upon 
him, committed the charge of 
the whole flock to him, gave him 
power answerable to this charge, 
for the preservation of unity in the 
whole body. 
Now this is not so to be under-

stood, as to exclude Christ from 
being the rock and foundation on 
which the Church is built; for as 
he is the head and corner stone, so 
he is the foundation too; but only 
that he appointed Peter the minis-
terial head, and left him the com-
mission of superintendency over 
the Church, for the prevention 
of schisms, and preservation of 
unity, without which the Church 
could not subsist. As therefore in 
the civil government, Christ’s be-
ing supreme governor, does not 
exclude a supreme visible head, 
so neither in the Church.
Neither does it exclude the other 

apostles from being the founda-
tions of the Church, in as much 
as they received power from 
Christ of preaching the gospel, 
and founding churches through-
out the world; and had the power 
of the keys given them, in which 
St Cyprian, and other fathers say, 
they were all equal; but only, that, 
as the Church was, by Christ’s ap-
pointment, to be one, so the origin 
of unity should be in one, and a 
power left with that one; to an-
swer the end of the institution in 
the preservation of unity. 

Fr. John Goter
¶ John Goter (d. 1704) was an English 
convert to Catholicism and author of a 
well-regarded work of apologetic theol-
ogy titled A Papist Misrepresented Rep-
resented, first published in 1665 and re-
printed many times since.
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hearts of those ... who search for 
and await a word of truth for their 
lives; let them understand that only 
in the mystery of your Incarnation 
do they find full light; arouse the 
courage of those who know where 
to seek the truth, but fear that what 
you ask will be too demanding; 
stir the heart of those who would 
follow you, but who cannot over-
come doubts and fears, and who 
in the end follow other voices and 
other paths which lead nowhere. 
You who are the Word of the Fa-
ther, the Word which creates and 
saves, the Word which enlightens 
and sustains hearts, conquer with 
your Spirit the resistance and de-
lays of indecisive hearts; arouse in 
those whom you call the courage 
of love’s answer: Here I am, send 
me! (Is 6:8).

Virgin Mary, young daughter of 
Israel, support with your motherly 
love those whom the Father will 
grant that they hear his voice. ... 
Let them repeat with you the yes 
of a joyful and irrevocable gift of 
self. Amen.

Saint John Paul II
¶ The Holy Father reigned as pope from 
1978 until 2005. This article is a Mes-
sage for the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations and dated September 8, 1992. 

JESUS IS READY TO GIVE WHAT HE ASKS OF YOU

CHRIST is the Good Shep-
herd he calls his sheep by 

name and leads them forth. We, 
his flock, know his voice and we 
share his concern to gather his 
people together, to lead them on 
the way of salvation. ... Let your-
selves be summoned by the love of 
Christ; recognize his voice which 
rings in the temple of your heart. 
Receive his luminous and pen-
etrating glance which opens the 
paths of your life upon the hori-
zons of the mission of the Church, 
today more than ever committed 
to teaching man his true being, his 
end; his destiny, and to revealing 
to faithful souls the unspeakable 
riches of the love of Christ. Have 
no fear of the fact that the response 
he requires is radical, because Je-
sus, who has first loved you, is 
ready to give what he asks of you. 
If he asks much it is because he 
knows that you can give much. 
Young people, give the Church 
a hand in the task of saving the 
world of youth. React against the 
culture of death by means of the 
culture of life. ...

Lord, Jesus Christ, Good Shep-
herd of our souls, you who know 
your sheep and know how to reach 
man’s heart, open the minds and 

AN ILLITERATE ENGLISH 
 laborer, Ralph was married 

and had  at least eight children. 
As he went about his work, he be-
came more and more impressed 
by the character of those who 
were clinging to the old Catholic 
religion then being suppressed. 
He decided to join the Church 
and was arrested the very day of 
his First Holy Communion. 

Ralph proved a model prisoner, 
and he earned the jailer’s trust to 
the point that he was given the 
keys to the prison. He used this 
privilege to let priests enter and 
minister to the imprisoned faith-
ful. After his release, he often ac-
companied priests in their clan-
destine ministry; he was helping 
Father Roger Dickenson when 
both of them were apprehended.

After Ralph was sentenced to 
death, he asked the judge to pro-
vide for his children and wife. 
“Go to church, fool, and look to 
thy children thyself,” the  judge 
told him. Ralph replied, “Would  
your lordship then advise me, 
for the perishable trifles of this 
world, or for a wife and children, 
to lose my God? ... I cannot em-
brace a counsel so disagreeable 
to the maxims of the Gospel.” On 
the scaffold he was offered a last 
reprieve if he would simply set 
foot in a nearby Anglican church, 
but Ralph again refused.
¶ This piece about Blessed Ralph Milner 
(†1591) is taken from “Saint Who?,”a 
regular feature in Magnificat magazine, 
in this case the February, 2021 (Vol. 22, 
No. 12) issue. Used with permission.

BLESSED RALPH 
MILNER
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

WHEN JESUS SAW 
THEIR FAITH

HUMILITY, POVERTY, PA-
TIENCE, and obedience are 

the four who bring the soul, as it 
lies helpless, to Jesus. The roof is 
a fourfold one: of pride, avarice, 
stubbornness, and anger. Cover-
ing and obscuring the face of the 
soul so that it cannot see the light 
of justice, this roof is opened by 
the four virtues mentioned. Thus 
they let down before Jesus, trust-
ing in his mercy, both soul and 
body. No one can come to Jesus, 
unless he is carried by these four 
virtues.
Note these three points: Jesus 

saw their faith; Courage, child; 
and your sins are forgiven. Faith 
without love is empty. A Chris-
tian’s faith is with love. Take note: 
it is one thing to “believe” God, 
another to “believe that” there is 
a God, and another to “believe in” 
God.

To believe God is to believe that 
what he says is true, which bad 
people may do. To believe in the 
second sense is to believe in his 
existence—that he is God—and 
the devils do this. To believe in 
God is, by believing, to love him, 
to go to him, to adhere to him, and 
be incorporated into his members. 
Where there is this sort of faith, 
there is trust in God’s mercy and 
remission of sin.

We ask you, then, Lord Jesus 
Christ, to put away the lying of 
our pride, to drive out our avarice 
by poverty, to break our anger 
with patience, and to crush our 
disobedience by the obedience of 
your Passion. By this may we be 
presented to you, receive the for-
giveness of our sins, and be made 
fit to rejoice with you forever. 
Grant this, you who are blessed 
forever and ever. Amen. Beloved, 
let us ask our Lord Jesus Christ to 
make us rise from sin, take up the 
bed of our flesh, and return to the 
house of heavenly blessedness.

Saint Anthony of Padua
¶ St Anthony (1195-1231) was a Portu-
guese Franciscan but living at Padua 
when he died at age thirty-six. He was 
a renowned preacher. The crowds which 
came to hear him were too large for the 
churches, so Anthony preached in the 
market-places. His feast day is June 13th.
¶ Fr Bradford was ordained deacon 
in the Episcopal Church on this day in 
1970.

QUOTES FROM 
SAINT GREGORY 

NAZIANZEN
“For that which [Christ] has not 
assumed He has not healed.”

“If we create something new, 
what hope of salvation is there?”
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for 
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking 
lot is a short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Heath
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Lee St.
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St Lawrence Church


