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COVID-19 UPDATES

The indoor mask mandate for the Town of Brookline (which includes St Lawrence Church in Chestnut Hill)
remains lifted. The health commissioner reminds all residents and business owners that the Covid-19 pandemic
remains unpredictable. At press time the infection numbers are on the rise. For Ordinariate services, we continue to maintain a mask-friendly environment and encourage social distancing in the church building. After-Mass
coffee hours remain suspended. In warmer weather we may again have outdoor receptions. Please consult our
websites and notices in Sunday service leaflets for updated information.
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THE TRUE WISDOM TOOK FLESH

HE ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON,
the Wisdom of God, created
the entire universe. Scripture says:
You have made all things by your
wisdom, and the earth is full of
your creatures. Yet simply to be
was not enough: God also wanted
his creatures to be good. That is
why he was pleased that his own
wisdom should descend to their
level and impress upon each of
them singly and upon all of them
together a certain resemblance to
their Model. It would then be manifest that God’s creatures shared
in his wisdom and that his works
were worthy of him.

For as the word we speak is an image of the Word who is God’s Son,
so also is the wisdom implanted in
us an image of the Wisdom who
is God’s Son. It gives us the ability to know and understand and
so makes us capable of receiving
him who is the all-creative Wisdom, through whom we can come
to know the Father. Whoever has
the Son has the Father also, Scrip-

ing to be known any longer, as in
former times, through the mere
image and shadow of his wisdom
existing in creatures, he caused
the true Wisdom himself to take
flesh, to become man, and to suffer death on the cross so that all
who believed in him might be
saved by faith.

ture says, and Whoever receives me
receives the One who sent me. And
so, since this image of the Wisdom
of God has been produced in us and
in all creatures, the true and creative
Wisdom rightly takes to himself
what applies to his image and says:
The Lord created me in his works.
But because the world was not
wise enough to recognize God in his
wisdom, as we have explained it,
God determined to save those who
believe by means of the “foolish”
message that we preach. Not wish-

Yet this was the same Wisdom
of God who had in the beginning
revealed himself and his Father
through himself by means of his
image in creatures (which is why
Wisdom too is said to be created). Later, as John declares, that
Wisdom, who is also the Word,
became flesh, and after destroying the power of death and saving
our race, he revealed himself and
his Father through himself with
greater clarity. Grant, he prayed,
that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent.
So now the whole earth is filled
with the knowledge of God, since
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it is one and the same thing to
know, the Father through the Son,
and to know the Son who comes
from the Father. The Father rejoices in his Son, and with the same
joy the Son delights in the Father
and says: I was his joy; every day I
took delight in his presence.
Saint Athanasius
¶ This excerpt is taken from the Four
Discourses written between 356-360.
Saint Athanasius was the chief defender
of Trinitarian theism. He was Bishop of
Alexandria for forty-five years.

“W

HEN I PRAISE Athanasius, virtue itself is
my theme. For I name every virtue as often as I mention him who
was possessed of all virtues. He
was the true pillar of the Church.
His life and conduct were the rule
of bishops, and his doctrine the
rule of the orthodox faith.”
St Gregory Nazianzus
¶ St Gregory Nazianzus (325-390) along
with St Athanasius, St Basil, and St John
Chrysostom, are the Four Greek Doctors
of the Church.

FEAST OF
SAINT ATHANASIUS

Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Solemn Mass and Sermon
Solemn TeDeum
Monday, May 2, 2022 at 7:30 PM
The 25th Anniversary of the erection of
The Congregation of Saint Athanasius

MAY IS MARY’S
MONTH

THE MONTH OF MAY is
a month which the piety of the
faithful has long dedicated to
Mary, the Mother of God. Our
heart rejoices at the thought of
the moving tribute of faith and
love which is paid to the Queen
of Heaven in every comer of the
earth. For this is the month during
which Christians, in their churches and their homes, offer the
Virgin Mother more fervent and
loving acts of homage and veneration; and it is the month in which
a greater abundance of God’s
merciful gifts comes down to us
from our Mother’s throne. Since
Mary is rightly to be regarded as
the way by which we are led to
Christ, the person who encounters
Mary cannot help but encounter
Christ likewise. For what other
reason do we continually turn to
Mary except to seek the Christ in
her arms, to seek our Savior in her,
through her, and with her? To him
men are to turn amid the anxieties
and perils of this world, urged on
by duty and driven by the compelling needs of their heart, to find a
haven of salvation, a transcendent
fountain of life. ...
May she who experienced the
cares and hardships of earthly
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life, the weariness of daily toil, the
hardships and trials of poverty, and
the sorrows of Calvary, come to aid
the needs of the Church and the human race. May she graciously lend
an ear to the devout pleas of those
all over the world who beg her for
peace. May she enlighten the minds
of those who rule nations. And finally, may she prevail on God,
who rules the winds and storms,
to calm the tempests in men’s warring hearts and grant us peace in
our day. What we seek is true peace
grounded on the sturdy foundations
of justice and love. … We are relying particularly on the prayers
of children and those suffering affliction, for their pleas have special
power to penetrate heaven and soften God’s justice. Do not fail to put
repeated emphasis on the recitation
of the Rosary, the prayer so pleasing to our Lady and so often recommended. It affords the faithful
an excellent means of complying
effectively and pleasingly with our
divine Master’s command: Ask, and
it shall be given to you; seek, and
you shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened to you.
Pope Saint Paul VI

¶ Saint Paul VI was the Holy Father from
1963 until 1978. This meditation is taken
from his Encyclical Mense Maio (Prayers
during May for the Preservation of Peace),
dated April 29, 1965.

Recommended special intentions
for your prayers this month:
• May 1-7 for all girls and young
women
• May 8-14 for mothers and grandmothers
• May 15-21 for expectant mothers
• May 22-31 for working women
and Christian witness among
women
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THE HOT-BUTTON TOPIC
had sought a
spiritual regeneration within
the precepts of
the Jewish law.
How can he begin afresh?

N

ICODEMUS must be typical
of the kind of disciples who
follow the Lord Jesus but from a
distance. Nicodemus accepted the
Lord as a great teacher directly
from God. In that way he admitted
that Jesus was the Christ, the One
anointed by God. But the Christian beliefs of Nicodemus were
so incomplete that he apparently
saw no conflict with remaining
in harmony with the Jewish Sanhedrin. If Nicodemus is an older
man, which appears likely to be
the case, there is a natural conservatism in his enthusiasm, and a timidity against incurring the wrath
of the Jews.
But St John’s gospel reminds us
of Our Lord that “He knew what
was in man and needed no one
to tell Him.” And so Jesus recognized a longing in this older man
for renewed youth, and appealed
to this longing by saying “except
a man be born again, he cannot
enter the Kingdom of God.”
This proved to be the hot button topic for Nicodemus, who

This is a question that transcends all eras
and
sounds
quite
modem
to our ears. Is
there any power
that can give me
back the purity of childhood or the
devotion or direction I once had in
my life? Not to mention getting rid
of the arthritis! So people resort to
aroma therapies and reading tea
leaves assisted by some swami
from India. They try everything
but the Gospel!
The answer is the same down the
ages, the same as the Incarnate
Son of God gives to Nicodemus:
only through Christ and the Sacraments of the Church lies the road
to rebirth and the new life which
the Lord wants us to have.
Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached on Tuesday
in the Second Week of Easter, April 1,
2008.

Blessed are those who have
not seen yet have believed.
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THEY SPOKE WITH SUCH CONFIDENCE

N THOSE DAYS, Peter stood
up in the midst of the disciples
and said ... As the fiery spirit to
whom the flock was entrusted
by Christ and as the leader in the
band of the apostles, Peter always took the initiative in speaking: My brothers, we must choose
from among our number. He left
the decision to the whole body,
at once augmenting the honor of
those elected and avoiding any
suspicion of partiality. For such
great occasions can easily lead to
trouble.
Did not Peter then have the right
to make the choice himself? Certainly he had the right, but he did
not want to give the appearance of
showing special favor to anyone.
Besides he was not yet endowed
with the Spirit. And they nominated two, we read, Joseph, who was
called Barsabbas and surnamed
Justus, and Matthias. He himself
did not nominate them; all present
did. But it was he who brought the
issue forward, pointing out that it
was not his own idea but had been
suggested to him by a scriptural
prophecy. So he was speaking not
as a teacher but as an interpreter.
So, he goes on, we must choose
from those men who lived in our
company. Notice how insistent he
is that they should be eyewitnesses. Even though the Spirit would
come to ratify the choice, Peter
regards this prior qualification as
most important.
Those who lived in our company, to continue the passage, all
through the time when the Lord
Jesus came and went among us.
He refers to those who had dwelt

happened by general admission,
openly; but the resurrection took
place secretly; and was known to
these men only.
And they all prayed together,
saying: You, Lord, know the hearts
of men; make your choice known
to us. You, not we. Appropriately
they said that he knew the hearts
of men, because the choice was to
be made by him, not by others.

with Jesus, not just those who had
been his disciples. For of course
from the very beginning many
had followed him. Notice how it
is written that Peter himself was
one of the two who had listened to
John, and followed Jesus.
All through the time when the
Lord Jesus came and went among
us, to continue further, beginning
with the baptism of John—rightly
so, because no one knew what
had happened before that time,
although they were to know of it
later through the Spirit.
Up to the day, Peter added, on
which he was taken up from us—
one of these must be made a witness along with us of his resurrection. He did not say “a witness of
the rest of his actions” but only a
witness of the resurrection! That
witness would be more believable
who could declare that he who ate
and drank and was crucified also
rose from the dead. He needed to
be a witness not of the times before or after that event, and not of
the signs and wonders; but only of
the resurrection itself. For the rest

They spoke with such confidence, because someone had to
be appointed. They did not say
“choose” but make known to
us the chosen one; the one you·
choose, they said, fully aware that
everything was preordained by
God. They then drew lots. For they
did not think themselves worthy
to make the choice of their own
accord and therefore they wanted
some sign for their instruction.
Saint John Chrysostom
¶ Saint John (347-407) was Archbishop
of Constantinople and a famous preacher
and teacher. He is one of the Four Greek
Doctors of the Church (with Athanasius,
Basil, and Gregory Nazianzus). This is a
portion of a sermon on The Acts of the
Apostles.

THE FEAST OF SAINT
MATHIAS THE APOSTLE
Saturday, May 14, 2022
8:00 AM Mass in the Ordinariate Form in St Theresa of Ávila
Church, West Roxbury
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to our servers and
readers for the extra efforts made
during Holy Week, much appreciated by all of us. And thanks to
those who contributed to the Easter flower fund to help with the
expense of adorning St Lawrence
Church for the Easter Season.
Ñ On Lady Day we were joined
by The Revd Leland Thorpe,
OMV as Deacon of the Mass.
God willing, he will be ordained
to the Sacred Order of Priests during the summer. And at Evensong
and Benediction on April 3rd, The
Revd Nathaniel Sanders served as
Deacon. God willing, he will be
ordained a Priest on May 21st in
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross.
Best regards and wishes to both
these fine young men.
Ñ The Revd Dr Michael Scott
Bickford was received into the
full communion of the Catholic
Church and received the Sacrament of Holy Confirmation at the
Easter Vigil this year. He took as
his confirmation name, St Augustine of Canterbury.

Ñ Our special collection for
Ukrainian humanitarian relief
totaled $1120.00. Many thanks
for your generosity.
Ñ Pentecost is Sunday, June 5th.
We need the Acts 2:1-11 lesson read in foreign languages at
Mass. Please contact Fr Bradford
or Kevin McDermott if you are
willing to read.
Ñ The Archdiocese of Boston is
closing the Year of the Eucharist with a day-long Eucharistic
Congress, “Jesus is Here,” at the
Tsongas Arena in Lowell on Saturday, June 18th. Details are on
the archdiocese website.

realizes that. One feels like saying, “All right, dear Lord, here are
my hands and feet, eyes and ears,
my lips and my heart—they are
yours.” I suppose this is the first
step towards the final goal: It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who
lives in me.
As soon as one becomes familiar
with the fact that he is the same
today as yesterday, one will meet
him constantly. … He really is the
same. Nothing has changed. The
Good Shepherd is still going after
the lost sheep;

Ñ Last call for Lenten Self-denial
folders. Proceeds benefit Catholic
Charities.
Ñ Patrick and Kristina Cavanaugh
were united in Holy Matrimony
in Washington DC on April 30th.
Congratulations and best wishes
to them. Patrick is the son of Stephen and Laurie Cavanaugh.

THE WHOLE PATTERN OF OUR LIFE
I want to tell you about still another discovery which we made
when we had already become
quite familiar with our Lord. This
happened when one blessed day
we seemed to understand what
Paul meant when he exclaimed,
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever; and
in another place: It is no longer
I who live, but Christ who lives
in me. These two statements were
linked with the tremendous state-
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ment the mysterious voice had
made to Paul when he was still
Saul, I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting (Acts 9:5).
From that day on, these words
became the whole pattern for our
life. If he can be identified with
each one of us and if he is the
same yesterday as today—then
he just continues his very life in
every one of us until the end of
time. It is a big moment when one

the Father is still waiting for the
Prodigal Son;

Mary Magdalene is still sitting at
his feet after he has freed her from
seven devils.
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It may be that not everybody will
come across Mary Magdalene
or the Good Shepherd in a drastic way. But as soon as we have
awakened to what the words
mean: Jesus Christ ... yesterday
and today, and as soon as we want
to meet him today, we can always
find him unerringly as Jesus, a
man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief (Is 53:3).

THE ASCENSION PREPARES A PLACE FOR US
the earth, seeking a country, and
that we are fellow citizens with the
saints, and members of the household of God (Eph 2:19). …

Once he would talk about the
persecuted Christians of the first
decade: I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. This is true throughout the centuries. All we have to
do is to learn to think about our
fellow men in that term: “I am Jesus.”
Maria von Trapp
¶ Baroness von Trapp (1905- 1987), with
her children and stepchildren, comprised
the Trapp Family Singers.

“L

IFE ON EARTH is not an
“ultimate” but a “penultimate” reality; even so, it remains
a sacred reality entrusted to us,
to be preserved with a sense of
responsibility and brought to perfection in love and in the gift of
ourselves to God and to our brothers and sisters.”
St John Paul II
¶ From Evangelium vitae, a papal encyclical promulgated on March 25, 1995.

H

E ASCENDED to prove
thereby that his Kingdom is
not of this world (Jn 18:36). For
the kingdoms of this world are
earthly and transient and are based
upon wealth and the power of the
flesh; but the Kingdom of Christ
is not earthly, but spiritual and
eternal. Its resources and riches,
too, are spiritual, as he showed by
placing his throne in the heavens,
where they are counted richer and
wealthier who seek most earnestly
the things that are of God. … He
also ascended into heaven in order to teach us to follow him there
in mind and heart. For as by his
Death and Resurrection he bequeathed to us an example of dying and rising again in spirit, so by
his Ascension he teaches and instructs us that though dwelling on
earth, we should raise ourselves in
desire to heaven, confessing that
we are pilgrims and strangers on

He also ascended into heaven,
according to the Apostle, that he
may appear in the presence of God
for us (Heb 9:24), and discharge
for us the office of advocate with
the Father. My little children, says
Saint John, these things I write to
you, that you may not sin. But if
any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the
just: and he is the propitiation for
our sins. There is nothing from
which the faithful should derive
greater joy and gladness of soul
than from the reflection that Jesus
Christ is constituted our advocate
and the mediator of our salvation with the Eternal Father, with
whom his influence and authority
are supreme.
By his Ascension he has prepared for us a place as he had
promised, and has entered as our
head, in the name of us all, into
the possession of the glory of
heaven. Ascending into heaven,
he threw open its gates, which had
been closed by the sin of Adam;
and, as he foretold to his disciples
at his Last Supper, secured to us
a way by which we may arrive at
eternal happiness. In order to give
an open proof of this by its fulfillment, he introduced with himself
into the mansions of eternal bliss
the souls of the just whom he had
liberated.
¶ From The Catechism of the Council
of Trent. Pope Pius V published the first
catechism for the universal church in
1566.
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

ASCENSION DAY

Thursday, May 26, 2022
Procession, Solemn Mass & Sermon
7:30 PM
Holy Day of Obligation

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Tuesday, May 31, 2022

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.

e
Av

Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking
lot is a short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

