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COVID-19 UPDATES

There is a significant surge in new Covid infections in Massachusetts and around the country. In response, The
Archdiocese of Boston has reinstated a mandatory mask mandate to be observed inside all parish churches.
Since August, the Town of Brookline (in which St Lawrence Church is located) has maintained a mask mandate
for all public buildings, including churches. This means all of our precautions for attending Mass remain in
place. More Covid-19 update information is on page 45 and on our website under Worship.
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FOUR MARKS OF THE CHURCH

O, IF YOU GET ARGUING
with your non-Catholic friends
about religion, you mustn’t let
them think that we Catholics differ from them over one or two additional points of doctrine which
we believe and they don’t, like indulgences or the infallibility of the
Pope. The question over which we
differ from them is a fundamental
one, which precedes all other discussion and all other possibilities
of agreement or disagreement. We
believe that the first requisite of the
Christian vocation is to belong to a
particular religious body, the religious body which is represented
in England by the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and those
other bishops who are in communion with him. If you don’t belong
to that body, it doesn’t make the
slightest difference whether you
believe in indulgences, or the infallibility of the Pope, or anything
of that kind; mere believing won’t
help you, unless you enjoy, or are
prepared to accept, membership of
the one visible Church of Christ.
And therefore it is of fundamental

importance for any soul which is
really seeking the truth to discover
which that one visible Church of
Christ is.
The creed which will be said in
your name a few moments from
now, the Nicene Creed, as they call
it, affirms belief among other things
in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. Now, we are not alone in
making that claim for ourselves. The
Churches of the East, out of Communion with the See of Rome, use
the same words at the corresponding point in their liturgy; so does
the Church of England, except that
for some reason or other the word
“Holy” has disappeared from the
description. It is said to have been
a printer’s error; the printer may
have had his tongue in his cheek;
anyhow, there it stands. But the An-

glican claim is evidently meant
to be the same. Now, in which
of those three bodies—each of
them is a visible, organized body
of Christians—shall we find this
common claim justified? Not until he has decided that question
can a man be certain that he has
taken the first step, the very first
step, in fulfilling the will of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
And, as I say, it is the tradition of Catholic apologetics that
we establish our claim to be the
Church which our Lord founded,
by showing that the religious
body to which we belong exhibits
these four notes or marks. That is
how we distinguish it from other
religious bodies for which the
same claim might be made. You
see, the old Church or assembly
of Jews did not need any marks
to distinguish it. To belong to it,
with full membership at any rate,
you had to be a Jew; and the centre of its worship was naturally
Jerusalem, the Jewish capital.
But this new Church which our
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Lord founded had no such qualification of nationality; had not, as
yet, any local centre round which
its loyalties could rally. Evidently,
there was the danger that in course
of time you would get two bodies
of people, either of which claimed
to be the true Church. And, to adjudicate those claims, it was necessary that the true Church should
bear certain distinguishing characteristics. Some of them arise from
the very nature of the case; some
depend on our Lord’s own directions, given to his apostles while
he was still on earth. Let us run
through them very briefly.
The Church has to be one, in the
nature of the case, if it is to be a
visible Church at all. Our Lord
made certain promises, of vast moment, to his followers and to their
successors. If there are to be two
bodies of people, each claiming
with plausible arguments to be the
true Church, then one must be right
and the other wrong; otherwise we
could not be certain that our Lord’s
promises had descended to both,
or to either. If, therefore, schisms
happen within the body of Christendom, the result of such schism
is not to produce two Churches of
Christ; what you have left is one
true Church of Christ and one
schismatic body; otherwise, after
all these centuries, we should no
longer be certain that our Lord’s
promises held good.
He has further laid it down, that
his Church should be distinguished
by sanctity. Not in the sense that all
Christians are holy, however desirable that might be; or even that the
rulers of the Church should at all
times be recognizably holy people;
he will not interfere with the free-

dom of our wills to that extent.
But his true Church will always be
productive of saints. These signs
shall follow them that believe; in
my name they shall cast out devils, they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover, and
if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them. Those special
graces with which our Lord delights his saints to honour will not
be the property of one age, they
will appear in all ages, and the
true Church will always be able to
point to them as an element in her
sanctity.
And again, our Lord insists that
his Church is to be Catholic; “Going, teach all nations.” Generally
speaking, it will be possible in
the event of schism to say, “Here
on the one side is a local body of
Christians, all belonging to one
race or one geographical area, pertinaciously clinging to their own
national traditions, and on the
other side you have the great body
of Christian people.” It is to that
principle that St Augustine always
appeals in his controversy with the
Donatists. In Africa, you had two
bodies of Christians, out of Communion with one another; yet either held the true faith, either came
down from the apostles, either administered valid sacraments. How
are you to distinguish which was
the right body to belong to? Why,
on the very simple principle that
one of them was purely African,
had no representatives in the rest
of the world, whereas the other
was in visible communion with the
whole of Christendom.
And, lest even that test should be
insufficient, as it might be when
it seemed that the whole world
was being divided into East and

West, or that the whole of Europe
was being divided into North and
South, we must recognize that the
Church is to be not only Catholic
but Apostolic; must trace its descent by unbroken tradition from
the Apostles. It must preserve the
continuous tradition of the priesthood, by the laying on of hands;
every priest must be able to say,
“Such and such a bishop ordained
me.” And there must be continuity of jurisdiction; “As the Father
hath sent me, even so send I you;”
the care of a given group of human souls was to belong, not to
any chance preacher at the street
corner who felt moved to get up
and testify, but to a pastor duly
commissioned by the general
body of Christians to undertake
that office. And lastly, there must
be continuity of faith; if it can be
proved that any body of Christians
has abandoned the teaching of the
first Christians, or has so watered
it down that it is no longer recognizable, then that body of Christians, however good and devoted
they may be, is something other
than the true Church.
Those are the points we shall be
considering this term; and though
they seem elementary enough,
they are of an importance not to be
estimated by their place in mere
controversy. They have a bearing
on our duty as Catholics, and on
the witness we ought to bear, as
Catholics, in a world which has
so largely forgotten the Christian
message.
Msgr Ronald Knox
¶ This is an excerpt from one of the conferences Msgr Knox (1888-1957) gave
to Catholic students after they were permitted to attend Oxford or Cambridge
Universities. Msgr Knox was chaplain at
Oxford from 1926 to 1939.
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WALK THE WALK

OU HAVE COME into
the nets of the Church. Be
caught! Stop fleeing! For is not
Jesus catching you, not that you
might die, but that in dying you
might be made alive? For it is necessary for you to die and to rise.
For you have heard the Apostle
saying, dead to sin but living to
righteousness. Die, then, to sins,
and live to righteousness! From
today on, live!
See with me the great dignity Jesus gives to you! You were called
a catechumen, one who hears
only externally, hearing hope but
not knowing it, hearing mysteries
but not understanding, hearing the
Scriptures but not knowing their
depth. But now you hear internally, not externally. For the indwelling Spirit makes your mind into
a divine house. When you hear
what has been written concerning the mysteries, then you understand what you did not know.
And do not think that what you
receive is a little thing. You, being

a pitiable person, are receiving the
name of God. Hear Paul saying,
God is faithful (1 Cor 1:9). Hear
another writing, saying, God is
faithful and just (1 Jn 1:9). Foreseeing this, that is, that people
were to receive the name of God,
the Psalmist spoke in the person
of God, saying, I have said, you
are all gods and children of the
Most High (Ps 82:6). But see that
with the name of faithful you do
not have an unfaithful intention.
Having entered the race, walk the
walk! You do not have another opportunity such as this. If the days
of your wedding were coming,
would you not regard all other
things lightly, and become focused on preparation for the feast?
From today on abstain from every evil thing. Let your tongue not
speak insignificant words, nor let
your sight look at sin, nor let your
mind wander toward what is not
profitable.
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

¶ Saint Cyril (c.313-386) was Bishop of
Jerusalem and a Doctor of the Church.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 11:30 AM
Asperges, me
Solemn Mass & Sermon
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WELCOMED BY
THOSE WHO
KNOW TIIEY
NEED SAVING

T

HERE ARE A FEW short
things to chew on in this
brief gospel passage [Mark 3:2021]. We are told that the house
and vicinity were so crowded
with people who wanted to see
Jesus, that as a consequence the
Lord and His disciples “could not
even eat.” The Greek says literally “could not even eat bread.”
In everyday English we might remark the Lord and disciples could
not even find time to grab a sandwich, much less have a full, sitdown, meal.
The next verse mentions Our
Lord’s family. In Greek this can
mean “those with Him” (which
can be taken to mean either blood
relatives or simply His companions). None of the recent places
mentioned in the gospel describes
our Lord’s home town of Nazareth. But He may have had some
relatives among His early followers. It is Saint John’s Gospel
which tells us “even His brethren
did not believe in Him.” (7:5)
Why does Saint Mark have this
passage in His gospel account?
The first answer is because it
happened. But it also makes the
point Jesus was welcomed by the
ordinary people in contrast to the
hostility of the religious leaders,
and even of his friends or family. It reminds us again of another
passage from St John (1:11) “He
came unto His own, and His own
received Him not.”
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached at Low Mass on Saturday, January 24, 2009.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Fr Patrick Armano who has been our celebrant
and preacher at Sunday Mass and
for Christmas services during Father Bradford’s illness. Fr Armano
is chaplain at Austin Preparatory
School in Reading and a good friend
of our congregation.

of financial support for our operating and savings accounts for 2022,
and a gentle reminder to those who
have not. Knowing what our level
level of income will be is a great
help to our finance council and
business manager as stewards of
our parish programs.

Ñ In case of snow, please be careful.
Canceling Sunday Mass at St Lawrence is extremely rare. The parking lot is plowed and treated prior
to the 9:00 AM parish Mass. But
your local roads may make driving
hazardous. In the event we do have
to cancel, the property manager will
contact Fr Bradford and a notice
will be put on our parish websites.

Ñ Word has come that The Honorable Charles C Wicks departed this
life on May 16th. Judge Wicks was
Fr Bradford’s senior warden for
many years in Goshen, Indiana. He
was a judge for the Elkhart County
Superior Court in Indiana. He was
a fine jurist and competent theologian and had a regular column in
the St James Church parish paper.
May he rest in peace. When his articles mentioned Episcopal Bishop
John Shelby Spong (as they frequently did) Judge Wicks always
added “rhymes with WRONG!”

Ñ Congratulations to Marco and
Rachel Vargas on the birth of a son,
on November 12, 2021. Walter Jean
Vargas is named for his grandfathers. Blessings and best wishes.
Ñ The 49th annual March for Life
in Washington D.C. is scheduled for
Friday, January 21st. The next day,
Saturday, January 22nd is the “Day
of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children.”
Ñ The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity is January 18-25th.

Ñ In January Father Bradford is
resuming a Catechism class (via
Zoom on Tuesday evenings at 7:30
PM.) A syllabus is available.

ENTER BY
WAY OF LITTLE
STREAMS

Ñ Offering envelopes for use during 2022 are available after Mass on
Sundays. If you are a contributor of
record to either (or both) the operating fund or savings fund, there will
be a box of envelopes assigned for
your optional use.
Ñ Candlemas is Wednesday, February 2nd. Blessing of Candles, Procession, and Solemn Mass is at 7:30
PM. You may bring unused household candles for blessing.
Ñ Many thanks to those who have
made contributions and/or pledges
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HOMAS AQUINAS, patron
of students and theologians,
was born at Roccasecca, Italy.

His noble family sent him to be
formed by the monks of MonteCassino. When he chose to join
the Dominicans, a new order of
begging preachers, his brothers
kidnapped him and held him captive for fifteen months.
Once freed, he went to the Dominicans at Cologne and was ordained a priest. In Paris he honed
his theology under Saint Albert
the Great. He became a Doctor of
Theology in Paris (alongside Saint
Bonaventure), served the papal
court as a theologian, and formed
men at houses of study throughout
Italy. Toward the end of his life,
he composed his Summa Theologiae—a marvel of clarity, brevity,
and scope.
Concerning studies, Thomas
once advised a novice: “Do not
plunge straight into the sea [of
learning], but rather enter it by
way of little streams, because it
is wise to work upward from the
easier to the more difficult. I exhort you to be chary of speech, and
to go into the conversation room
sparingly. Take great heed of the
purity of your conscience. Never cease the practice of prayer.”
Thomas himself was a man of
intense, even ecstatic prayer. After one such episode he laid down
his work, declaring it “so much
straw’’ compared to “what I have
seen and what has been revealed
to me.” He was only about fortynine when he died.
Saint Thomas Aquinas

¶ Saint Thomas (c.1225-1274 ) is often
called “The Universal Teacher.” This
article is taken from a regular feature
in Magnificat magazine called “SAINT
WHO?” and this particular column is
subtitled “ Saints Who Were Educators.”
His feast Day is January 28th.
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OUR SECOND BIRTH

N THE THIRD DAY
there was a wedding.
What wedding can this be
but the joyful marriage of
man’s salvation, a marriage
celebrated by confessing
the Trinity or by faith in the
resurrection. That is why
the marriage took place “on
the third day,” a reference to
the sacred mysteries which
this number symbolizes.
Hence, too, we read elsewhere in the Gospel that the return
of the younger son, that is, the conversion of the pagans, is marked
by song, and music, and wedding
garments.
Like a bridegroom coming from
his marriage chamber our God
descended to earth in his incarnation, in order to be united to his
Church which was to be formed of
the pagan nations. To her he gave a
pledge and a dowry: a pledge when
God was united to man; a dowry
when he was sacrificed for man’s
salvation. The pledge is our present redemption; the dowry, eternal
life.
To those who see only with the
outward eye, all these events at
Cana are strange and wonderful;
to those who understand, they are
also signs. For, if we look closely, the very water tells us of our
rebirth in baptism. One thing is
turned into another from within,
and in a hidden way a lesser creature is changed into a greater. All
this points to the hidden reality
of our second birth. There water
was suddenly changed; later it will
cause a change in man.

Page 45
Bishop Faustus of Riez
¶ Faustus(c.400-c.490) was a Roman
Briton who became Bishop of Riez in
southern France about the year 458.
He opposed Arianism, but his defense
of semi-pelagianism was rejected by the
second Council of Orange (529).

COVID PROTOCOL
UPDATES (continued)

By Christ’s action in Galilee,
then, wine is made, that is, the
law withdraws and grace takes its
place; the shadows fade and truth
becomes present; fleshly realities
are coupled with spiritual, and
the old covenant with its outward
discipline is transformed into the
new. For, as the Apostle says: The
old order has passed away; now
all is new! The water in the jars
is not less than it was before, but
now begins to be what it had not
been; so too the law is not destroyed by Christ’s coming, but is
made better than it was.
When the wine fails, new wine is
served: the wine of the old covenant was good, but the wine of the
new is better. The old covenant,
which Jews follow, is exhausted
by its letter; the new covenant,
which belongs to us, has the savor
of life and is filled with grace.
The good wine, that is, good precepts, refers to the law; thus we
read: You shall love your neighbor
but hate your enemy. But the Gospel is a better and a stronger wine:
My command to you is: love your
enemies, pray for your persecutors.

Masks, covering mouth and nose,
are to be worn in church buildings
except at the moment of receiving the Blessed Sacrament. (The
celebrant will be masked except
when at the altar alone and when
preaching. He will also use a disinfectant prior to and after distributing communion.) Masks need
not be worn outside on parish
grounds.
Social distancing means sitting
apart in the church. (Those who
live in the same household may
sit together.) Please come up for
communion one at a time, maintaining social distancing. You
may stand or kneel to receive the
Sacrament, which is given in one
kind only. Congregational singing
of hymns is permitted.
If you contract Covid, or develop Covid-like symptoms after
attending Mass, please notify the
Chaplain. Your name will be kept
confidential but the possible exposure to Covid will be posted on
our parish websites and reported
to the local Health department.
Parishioners should monitor the
parish websites frequently. If at
any time we must cancel Mass
due to infection we will make
every effort to contact regular parishioners.
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WHO KEEPS THE PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT ALIVE?

HE ANSWER to that question is that ordinary people
like you keep the Pro-Life Movement alive, despite the abandonment of unborn children by the
Government of the United States,
despite the urgent desire of government officials, many politicians, and many others that the
Pro-Life Movement would die, or
at least, collapse.
Forty one years after the Supreme Court Roe vs. Wade Decision, the Anniversary of which is
this coming Wednesday, January
22, the Pro-Life movement goes
forward. On Thursday morning,
the March for Life in Washington,
D.C. will receive little or no public notice, but, thanks to Catholic Television, people around the
country and around the world
will know that nearly one million
United States citizens, including
many young Catholic students
from high schools, colleges, and
universities all around the nation,
will have participated prayerfully and peacefully in this event,
speaking in defense of unborn
children who are unable to speak
in their own defense.
Although many people in our
nation have toiled to portray the
Pro-Life Movement as a Catholic
movement, in fact, it is anything
but a solely Catholic enterprise.
To its credit, the Catholic Church
in the United States, despite its
own internal problems, has never flinched in defense of human
life, which is a human right, not
a Catholic right. All around the
country, people of all religious
persuasions, people of no reli-

gious persuasions, have seen the
Right to Life as a human and civil
right. People understand that there
is no such thing as a “Catholic”
ultrasound. People understand the
evidence of their eyes when they
see what can be seen on that simple
ultrasound.
The Catholic Church, nonetheless, and many of its members, as
individuals, are committed in many
ways to the defense of innocent
human life. Today, for example,
the West Roxbury Knights of Columbus will conduct their annual
Baby Shower for the Unborn, and
many of you will be very generous
in your response, which will help
the Pro-Life Pregnancy Center to
offer free guidance and counseling
to pregnant women who are seeking a solution other than abortion.
In our weekly parish bulletin, we
have a note about Project Rachel,
which is a post-abortion ministry
of the Catholic Church in Boston
to help girls, women, fathers, and
medical personnel to deal with the
pain of abortion—bringing compassion, understanding, and God’s
loving mercy to everyone involved
in any way with an abortion.

children the chance to see the light
of day, as people try to give girls
and women another choice besides the choice of the death of an
unborn child.
And so, it turns out that the genuinely Pro-Choice people are the
Pro-Life people, ordinary people here and around the country,
helping people to recognize that
the best choice to be made is the
Choice for Life—a choice our
own mothers made for us.
Monsignor William M. Helmick
¶ This note, originally in the parish paper
of St Theresa of Ávila Church, West Roxbury, was published in the March, 2014
(Issue 42) of The Helpers of God’s Precious Infants, Boston Chapter. You can
subscribe to this newsletter by writing
to P.O. Box 472, Arlington, MA 02476.
Msgr Helmick was the long-time pastor
of the parish and a frequent contributor
to the newsletter.

I

Many people in Boston participate in Prayer Vigils at abortion
clinics, taking the risk of being misunderstood or ridiculed, as they try
to help girls and women to make a
different choice than choosing the
death of an unborn child.

AM AT ONCE a physician, a
citizen, and a woman, and I am
not willing to stand aside and allow this concept of expendable
human lives to turn this great land
of ours into just another exclusive reservation where only the
perfect, the privileged, and the
planned have the right to live.
Mildred Fay Jefferson

These and other Pro-Life activities go on here in Boston and all
around the country on behalf of
innocent, defenseless, unborn children, as people try to give these

¶ Dr Jefferson(1926-2010) was the first
black woman to graduate from Harvard
Medical School (1951) and first woman
member of the Boston Surgical Society.
She was president of the National Right
to Life Committee 1975-1978.
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WE ARE ONLY CHRISTIANS IF WE
ENCOUNTER CHRIST

HIS TURNING
POINT in Paul’s
life, this transformation of his whole being was not the fruit
of a psychological
process, of a maturation or intellectual
and moral development. Rather it came
from the outside: it
was not the fruit of his
thought but of his encounter with
Jesus Christ. In this sense it was
not simply a conversion, a development of his “ego,” but rather a
death and a resurrection for Paul
himself. One existence died and
another new one was born with
the Risen Christ There is no other
way in which to explain this renewal of Paul. ...
In this deeper sense we can and
we must speak of conversion.
This encounter is a real renewal
that changed all his parameters.
Now he could say that what had
been essential and fundamental
for him earlier had become “refuse” for him; it was no longer
“gain” but loss, because henceforth the only thing that counted
for him was life in Christ. ... The
Risen Christ is the light of truth,
the light of God himself. This expanded his heart and made it open
to all. At this moment he did not
lose all that was good and true in
his life, in his heritage, but he understood wisdom, truth, the depth
of the law and of the prophets in a
new way, and in a new way made
them his own. ...
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Turning now to ourselves, let
us ask what this means for us. It
means that for us, too, Christianity
is not a new philosophy or a new
morality. We are only Christians
if we encounter Christ. Of course,
he does not show himself to us
in this overwhelming, luminous
way, as he did to Paul to make him
the Apostle to all peoples. But we
too can encounter Christ in reading Sacred Scripture, in prayer, in
the liturgical life of the Church.
We can touch Christ’s Heart and
feel him touching ours. Only in
this personal relationship with
Christ, only in this encounter with
the Risen One do we truly become
Christians. And in this way our
reason opens, all Christ’s wisdom
opens as do all the riches of truth.
Therefore let us pray the Lord to
illumine us, to grant us an encounter with his presence in our world,
and thus to grant us a lively faith,
an open heart, and great love for
all, which is capable of renewing
the world.
Pope Benedict XVI
¶ The Holy Father reigned as pope from
2005 until 2013. This article is taken
from a book titled St Paul the Apostle
and published in 2009 by Our Sunday
Visitor.

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.

ad

g Ro

nnin

Cha

Low
ell L

.
St
ath
He

ane

St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

