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COVID-19 UPDATES
The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation was lifted as of June 19, 2021 in the Archdiocese of Boston. 
(The dispensation was lifted earlier in the Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter.) The obligation does not apply 
if you are ill or have been exposed to Covid-19. You may choose not to receive Communion. More Covid-19 
update information is on page 27 and on our website under Worship.

A STRANGE AND WONDERFUL WAY

“FATHER, I have 
been in great 

battles without ever 
flinching at the cannon’s 
roar,” exclaimed a sol-
dier attending a preach-
ing mission. “But when 
I listen to you I tremble 
from head to foot.” 
The soldier was talk-
ing to Saint Paul of the Cross, a 
much sought-after preacher in the 
middle of the eighteenth century. 
There were many such tributes to 
St Paul. With cross in hand and 
arms outstretched he must have 
been a striking figure. And when a 
community gathered around Paul, 
it eventually was given formal ex-
istence as The Congregation of the 
Discalced Clerks of the Most Holy 
Cross and Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. They are commonly 
known as The Passionists. 

St Paul had never been to Eng-
land, but he was strangely drawn 
to pray for that country and its 
conversion. Nothing seemed more 
unlikely in the mid-eighteenth 

century. Here was a sunny and pas-
sionate Italian priest praying for the 
conversion of cold, rationalist, and 
protestant England! It didn’t make 
any sense. But there it was. Suc-
cessful or not, St Paul of the Cross 
could not get away from what was 
made very clear to him. He wrote 
about it. “Let us pray for England. 
I could not help doing so, even if 
I wished, for as soon as I begin 
to pray, that unhappy kingdom 
comes before me. I remember her 
every morning in the Holy Mass, 
and have done so for forty years. 
What may be God’s intentions for 
that kingdom I know not. Well, let 
us pray on, and leave the issue in 
God’s hands.” 

What God was do-
ing, but we do not 
fully understand, is 
that in a wonderful 
way the issue of Eng-
land was being left in 
the hands of St Paul 
of the Cross. Seventy 
years after Paul went 
to his reward, one of 

his Passionist priests, Fr. Domi-
nic Barberi, arrived at Little-
more, near Oxford, heard the 
confession of John Henry New-
man, and next day received him 
into Holy Mother Church. Over 
one hundred sixty years later that 
conversion still serves as a mod-
el for asking the right questions 
and finding the right answers, as 
many Christians find a way not 
to perpetuate schism but heal it. 
And today in England there are 
more Catholics than Anglicans in 
church on Sunday. 

On the Feast of St Paul of the 
Cross, which is October 20th, 
the gospel at Mass is Our Lord’s 
parable on watchfulness. In that 
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parable Jesus tells Peter and the 
others that the master will put the 
faithful servant in charge of all his 
property. In a strange and wonder-
ful way, Almighty God puts the 
affairs of salvation into the hands 
of men and women praying daily 
and faithfully for God’s will to be 
done. 

St Paul the Apostle told the Cor-
inthians about this very thing. “I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth.” The Apostle 
was witnessing to the connection 
between all these things. Here then 
was Paul of the Cross, praying for 
the conversion of England without 
the slightest likelihood of it hap-
pening, and persevering in prayer 
for forty years at daily Mass. Were 
there others, unknown to us, doing 
the same? Surely there were the for-
ty martyrs of England and Wales in 
Heaven, led by SS Thomas More 
and John Fisher. But were there 
holy souls, men and women, still 
part of the Church militant, doing 
the same, and who were, and are, 
known only to God? I wondered, 
had there been men and women 
praying for my conversion? I know 
that there were because some of 
them became known to me. 

Are there others today, quietly 
and consistently praying for the 
things God wants to do in the arena 
of human endeavor, and which will 
be put into effect by the prayers of 
holy men and women? The answer 
has to be yes. It is part of what 
we mean by The Communion of 
Saints. It is part of how Christ’s 
Church operates. The Lord Jesus 
Himself assures us of the honor 
His Father pays to the saints. “If 
any man serve Me, him will My 
Father honor.” But not only is Al-

mighty God gracious to the whole 
company of the perfected friends 
of Jesus. The Lord tells us, “Of a 
truth I say unto you, that He will 
make him ruler over all that He 
hath.” In the communion of saints 
it is as St James once explained. 
“The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much.” 
(James 5:16) That is a glimpse 
into the way things work. 

The antiphon from Vespers for 
All Saints’ Day says what we be-
lieve. “0 ye Angels and Archan-
gels, Thrones and Dominions, 
Principalities and Powers, Virtues 
of heaven, Cherubim and Sera-
phim, ye Patriarchs and Prophets, 
holy Doctors of the Law, Apostles, 
all Martyrs of Christ, holy Confes-
sors, Virgins of the Lord, Hermits 
and all Saints: Intercede for us. 
And we know that they do.

Father Bradford 
¶ A sermon preached on All Saints’ Day, 
November 1, 2012.

Ñ Many thanks to Dr Janet Hunt 
for directing the music at Evensong 
and Benediction on Sunday, Octo-
ber 17th. 
Ñ Thanks to Fr Jurgen Liias, first 
pastor of St Gregory the Great Par-
ish for being our celebrant and 
preacher on Sunday, October 31st. 
Ñ Thanks to Judie Bradford for 
hosting an outdoor reception fol-
lowing the Anniversary Mass on 
the Feast of SS Michael, Gabri-
el, and Raphael, Archangels, on 
Wednesday, September 29th. 
Ñ Parishioner Steven Hardy will 
be formally admitted to the Order 
of the Knights of Malta at an inves-
titure ceremony in New York City 
on November 6th. Congratulations 
on this high honor and best wishes 
from us all. 
Ñ A year’s mind Mass will be of-
fered for parishioner Thomas Burke 
on November 23rd, and for parish-
ioner Joe LoPiccolo on November 
27th. May they rest in peace. 
Ñ Please note there is no Satur-
day Mass in the Ordinariate form 
on November 6th. Masses resume 
at 8:00 AM in St Theresa of Ávila 
Church on November 13th. 
Ñ Correction: Pope St John Paul II 
departed this life on April 2, 2005, 
not October 2nd as printed in our 
October parish paper. 
Ñ Father Bradford is conducting a 
Catechism class via Zoom on Tues-
day evenings this fall. Classes are 
open to anyone interested in join-
ing. A syllabus is available.
Ñ Many thanks to John Covert for 
donating ten new copies of Hymnal 
1940. 

SHORT NOTES

ALL SOULS’ DAY
Commemoration of  

All Faithful Departed 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 

Solemn Requiem Mass at 7:30 PM 
Saint Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill 

Father Patrick Armano wilI be cel-
ebrant and preacher at this Mass.
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COVID PROTOCOL 
UPDATES (continued)

PER ORDER of the Brook-
line Health Commissioner, 

face coverings are now required 
in all indoor, publicly accessible 
spaces in the Town of Brookline. 
(St Lawrence Church, Chestnut 
Hill is located in the Town of 
Brookline.) To insure we contin-
ue to worship in a healthy place, 
all parishioners and visitors at-
tending our indoor Ordinariate 
services in Chestnut Hill will be 
required to wear a face covering 
over their mouth and nose at all 
times while indoors on the parish 
property. Remove your mask only 
to receive Communion. Please 
note that if you are gathering out-
side you are not required to wear 
a mask. Seating sections will re-
main as they are for the present. 
We will also return to the prac-

tice of kneeling (or standing) one 
by one at a single prayer desk to 
receive the Blessed Sacrament. 
The celebrant will continue to 
be masked and apply a disinfec-
tant to his hands as a precaution. 
There is no coffee hour/reception 
after Mass at this time. We are 
all aware of the new surge in Co-
vid infections and the increasing 
numbers of breakthrough infec-
tions in fully vaccinated people 
caused by the highly infectious 
delta variant. 

EASTERN STANDARD TIME 
resumes Sunday, November 7th. 
Set your clocks BACK one hour 
Saturday night.

ENTERING INTO THE PASCHAL MYSTERY

IN THE FACE OF DEATH the 
enigma of human existence 

reaches its climax. Man is not only 
the victim of pain and the progres-
sive deterioration of his body; he 
is also, and more deeply, torment-
ed by the fear of final extinction. 
But the instinctive judgment of 
his heart is right when he shrinks 
from, and rejects, the idea of a to-
tal collapse and definitive end of 
his own person. He carries within 
him the seed of eternity, which 
cannot be reduced to matter alone, 
and so he rebels against death. All 
efforts of technology, however 
useful they may be, cannot calm 
his anxieties; the biological exten-
sion of his life-span cannot satisfy 
the desire inescapably present in 
his heart for a life beyond this life. 
Imagination is completely help-

less when confronted with death. 
Yet the Church, instructed by di-
vine revelation, affirms that man 
has been created by God for a 
destiny of happiness beyond the 
reach of earthly trials. Moreover, 
the Christian faith teaches that 
bodily death, to which man would 
not have been subject if he had 
not sinned, will be conquered; the 
almighty and merciful Savior will 
restore man to the wholeness that 
he had lost through his own fault. 
God has called man, and still calls 
him, to be united in his whole be-
ing in perpetual communion with 
himself in the immortality of the 
divine life. This victory has been 
gained for us by the risen Christ, 
who by his own death has freed 
man from death. 
Faith, presented with solid argu-

ments, offers every thinking per-

son the answer to his questionings 
concerning his future destiny. At 
the same time, it enables him to 
be one in Christ with his loved 
ones who have been taken from 
him by death and gives him hope 
that they have entered into true 
life with God. 
Certainly, the Christian is faced 

with the necessity, and the duty, 
of fighting against evil through 
many trials, and of undergoing 
death. But by entering into the 
paschal mystery and being made 
like Christ in death, he will look 
forward, strong in hope, to the 
resurrection.
This is true not only of Christians 

but also of all men of good will 
in whose heart grace is invisibly 
at work. Since Christ died for all 
men; and the ultimate vocation of 
man is in fact one, that is, a divine 
vocation, we must hold that the 
Holy Spirit offers to all the pos-
sibility of being united with this 
paschal mystery in a way known 
only to God.
Such is the great mystery of 

man, enlightening believers 
through the Christian revelation. 
Through Christ and in Christ light  
is thrown on the enigma of pain 
and death which overwhelms us 
without his Gospel to teach us. 
Christ has risen, destroying death 
by his own death; he has given us 
the free gift of life so that as sons 
in the Son we may cry out in the 
Spirit saying: Abba, Father! 
¶ This excerpt is taken from Gaudium 
et spes, the Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World, one of the 
major documents of the Second Vatican 
Council, issued December 7, 1965.
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THE REAL COUNTERFORCE AGAINST EVIL

WHAT MUST BE DONE? 
 Perhaps we should cre-

ate another Church for things to 
work out? Well, that experiment 
has already been undertaken and 
has already failed. Only obedi-
ence and love for our Lord Jesus 
Christ can point the way. So let us 
try to understand anew and from 
within [ourselves] what the Lord 
wants, and has wanted within us. 
First, I would suggest the follow-
ing: If we really wanted to sum-
marize very briefly the content 
of the Faith as laid down in the 
Bible, we might do so by saying 
that the Lord has initiated a nar-
rative of love with us and wants 
to subsume all creation in it. The 
counterforce against evil, which 
threatens us and the whole world, 
can ultimately only consist in our 
entering into this love. It is the 
real counterforce against evil. 
The power of evil arises from our 
refusal to love God. He who en-
trusts himself to the love of God 
is redeemed. Our being not re-
deemed is a consequence of our 
inability to love God. Learning to 

love God is therefore the path of 
human redemption. ... 

It is very important to oppose 
the lies and half-truths of the 
devil with the whole truth: Yes, 
there is sin in the Church and evil. 
But even today there is the Holy 
Church, which is indestructible. 
Today there are many people 
who humbly believe, suffer, and 
love,in whom the real God, the 
loving God, shows Himself to us. 
Today God also has His witnesses 
(martyrs) in the world. We just 
have to be vigilant in order to see 
and hear them. ... Today’s Church 
is more than ever a “Church of 
Martyrs” and thus a witness to the 
living God. If we look around and 
listen with an attentive heart, we 
can find witnesses everywhere to-
day...who stand up for God with 
their life and suffering. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
This is an excerpt from Part III of an essay 
published in April, 2019 in the German 
monthly Klerusblatt, (and subsequently 
in English in the National Catholic Reg-
ister.) It was reprinted by Fr Charles J 
Higgins in the pastors note in the parish 
paper of Mary Immaculate of Lourdes 
Church, Newton (June 16, 2019). 

SIX YEARS AGO this week—
seven months after the publi-

cation of Castillo’s book—Pope 
Francis canonized St. Junipero 
here at The Catholic University of 
America. Pope Francis holds little 
sympathy for the abuse of native 
peoples or colonial triumphalism. 

But he had this to say about 
Father Serra’s life: “He learned 
how to bring to birth and nurture 
God’s life in the faces of everyone 
he met; he made them his broth-
ers and sisters. Junipero sought 
to defend the dignity of the na-
tive community, to protect it from 
those who had mistreated and 
abused it.” 

This is a far more plausible ac-
count of Father Serra’s life. We 
know that he was an outspoken 
advocate for the native peoples 
of Alta California, that he drafted 

OUR ANNUAL EVERY MEMBER CANVASS for the financial 
support of the parish program takes place during the fall each year. 

We are asking for an indication of your pledges and contributions to 
be made during the year 2022. Your generous support of our appeal is 
much appreciated.

FATHER JUNIPERO 
SERRA
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a bill of rights for them and that 
he complained loudly about their 
treatment by Spanish authori-
ties—especially about the treat-
ment of women. 

It is true, as historian Kevin 
Starr wrote in an essay for Amer-
ica magazine, that the Franciscan 
mission system was not a success 
even by its own standards. By the 
mid-1830s, 50 years after Father 
Serra’s death, the missions had re-
sulted not in the flourishing Lati-
nized native Catholic communi-
ties they aspired to create, but in a 
dwindling native population. 

The original populations of Cali-
fornia, ground down by European 
diseases and disruptive changes to 
their way of life, were ill-prepared 
for the ethnic cleansing by Anglo-
American authorities that was to 
come still later, in the 1850s. 

But for all his failings (and all 
saints have them), Father Serra 
cannot be condemned for events 
that occurred centuries before his 
birth, or decades after his death; 
nor for his failure to prefigure 
21st century liberal democracy in 
1784. 

But nowadays he probably can 
be unfairly scapegoated by Cali-
fornia politicians who resent 
the Catholic Church’s teachings 
about abortion, suicide, gender, 
marriage and a host of other is-
sues that have relatively little to 
do with the man himself 

John Garvey 
John Garvey is President of The Catho-
lic University of America in Washing-
ton, D.C. This is an excerpt of an article 
which appeared in the Friday, Septem-
ber 24, 2021 issue of The Pilot, (Vol 192, 
No.6) the weekly newspaper of The Arch-
diocese of Boston.

LET THE GOSPEL CIRCULATE IN OUR LIFE

THE MAN in the parable rep-
resents Jesus, we are the ser-

vants, and the talents are the in-
heritance that the Lord entrusts to 
us. What is the inheritance? His 
Word, the Eucharist, faith in the 
heavenly Father, his forgiveness ... 
in other words, so many things, his 
most precious treasures. This is the 
inheritance that he entrusts to us, 
not only to safeguard, but to make 
fruitful! While in common useage 
the term “talent” indicates a pro-
nounced individual quality, for ex-
ample talent in music, in sport, and 
so on, in the parable, talents repre-
sent the riches of the Lord, which 
he entrusts to us so that we make 
them bear fruit.

The hole dug into the soil by the 
wicked and slothful servant (Mt 
25:26) points to the fear of risk 
which blocks creativity and the 
fruitfulness of love, because the 
fear of the risks of love stops us. 
Jesus does not ask us to store his 
grace in a safe! Jesus does not ask 
us for this, but he wants us to use it 
to benefit others. All the goods that 
we have received are to give to oth-
ers, and thus they increase, as if he 

were to tell us: “Here is my mercy, 
my tenderness, my forgiveness: 
take them and make ample use of 
them.” And what have we done 
with them? Whom have we “in-
fected” with our faith? How many 
people have we encouraged with 
our hope? How much love have 
we shared with our neighbor? 
These are questions that will do 
us good to ask ourselves. Any en-
vironment, even the furthest and 
most impractical, can become a 
place where our talents can bear 
fruit. There are no situations or 
places precluded from the Chris-
tian presence and witness. The 
witness which Jesus asks of us is 
not closed, but is open, it is in our 
hands.

This parable urges us not to con-
ceal our faith and our belonging 
to Christ not to bury the Word 
of the Gospel, but to let it circu-
late in our life, in our relation-
ships, in concrete situations, as a 
strength which galvanizes, which 
purifies,which renews. Similarly,  
the forgiveness, which the Lord 
grants us particularly in the Sac-
(continued on page 31)
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WE DO NOT PREACH 
only one coming of 

Christ, but a second as well, 
much more glorious than 
the first. The first coming 
was marked by patience; the 
second will bring the crown 
of a divine kingdom. 

In general, what relates to 
our Lord Jesus Christ has 
two aspects. There is a birth 
from God before the ages, 
and a birth from a virgin at 
the fullness of time. There is 
a hidden coming, like that of 
rain on fleece, and a coming 
before all eyes, still in the 
future. 

At the first coming he was 
wrapped in swaddling clothes 
in a manger. At his second com-
ing he will be clothed in light as 
in a garment. In the first coming 
he endured the cross, despising 
the shame; in the second coming 
he will be in glory, escorted by 
an army of angels. We look then 
beyond the first coming and await 
the second. At the first coming we 
said: Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. At the sec-
ond we shall say it again; we shall 
go out with the angels to meet the 
Lord and cry out in adoration: 
Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. 

The Savior will not come to be 
judged again, but to judge those 
by whom he was judged. At his 
own judgment he was silent;· then 
he will address those who com-
mitted the outrages against him 
when they crucified him and will 
remind them: You did these things, 
and I was silent.

His first coming was to fulfill his 
plan of love, to teach men by gen-
tle persuasion. This time, whether 
men like it or not, they will be sub-
jects of his kingdom by necessity. 
Malachi the prophet speaks of the 
two comings. And the Lord whom 
you seek will come suddenly to his 
temple: that is one coming. 

Again he says of another com-
ing: Look; the Lord almighty will 
come, and who will endure the day 
of his entry, or who will stand in 
his sight? Because he comes like 
a refiner’s fire, a fuller’s herb, and 
he will sit refining and cleansing.  

These two comings are also re-
ferred to by Paul in writing to Ti-
tus: The grace of God the Savior 
has appeared to all men, instruct-
ing us to put aside impiety and 
worldly desires and live temper-
ately, uprightly, and religiously in 
this present age, waiting for the 
joyful hope, the appearance of the 

glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. No-
tice how he speaks of a first 
coming for which he gives 
thanks, and a second, the 
one we still await. 

That is why the faith we 
profess has been handed on 
to you in these words: He 
ascended into heaven; and 
is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come 
again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 
will therefore come from 
heaven. He will come at the 
end of the world, in glory, at 

the last day. For there will be an 
end to this world, and the created 
world will be made new 

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
¶ This is an excerpt from a catecheti-
cal instruction by St Cyril, (c. 315-386) 
who was archbishop of Jerusalem for 35 
years. He is a Doctor of the Church. 
¶ The Solemnity of Christ the King is 
Sunday, November 21, 2021. 

THE TWO COMINGS OF CHRIST

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thursday, November 25, 2021

Sung Mass at 10:30 AM
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

ADVENT SUNDAY
November 28, 2021

Great Litany in Procession 
Fourth Communion Service during Advent 

Purchase your Advent devotional material and calendars now.

rament of Reconciliation: let us 
not keep it closed within our-
selves, but let us allow it to emit 
its power, which brings down the 
walls that our egoism has raised, 
which en ables us to take the first 
step in strained relationships, to 
resume the dialogue where there 
is no longer com munication. ... 
And so forth. Allow these talents, 
these gifts, these presents that the 
Lord has given us, to be, to grow, 
to bear fruit for others, with our 
witness. ... 

Moreover, the Lord does not 
give the same things to everyone 
in the same way: He knows us 
personally and entrusts us with 
what is right for us; but in ev-
eryone, in all, there is something 
equal: the same, immense trust. 

God trusts us, God has hope in us! 
And this is the same for everyone. 
Let us not disappoint him! Let us 
not be misled by fear, but let us 
reciprocate trust with trust! The 
Blessed Virgin Mary embodied 
this attitude in the fullest and most 
beautiful way. She received and 
wel comed the most sublime gift, 
Jesus himself, and in turn she of-
fered him to mankind with a gen-
erous heart. Let us ask her to help 
us to be good and faithful servants 
in order to participate in the joy of 
our Lord. 

Pope Francis
¶ Pope Francis was elected to the See of 
Peter in 2013. This excerpt was part of 
his weekly Angelus address, November 
16, 2014, and published in Libreria Edi-
trice Vaticana.

LET THE GOSPEL CIRCULATE IN OUR LIFE 
(Continued from page 29)
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


