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COVID-19 UPDATES

The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect within the Archdiocese of Boston. The
Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter has lifted the dispensation, putting the Sunday Mass obligation back into
effect for its parishes and people, with provisions for those at risk. We are now permitted to gather inside the
church for non-worship purposes, with a limit of ten persons. Outdoor gatherings for non-worship purposes are
limited to twenty-five people. Social distancing and the mask requirement remain as part of the protocol. As the
pandemic continues, health protocols will continue to be updated on our website under Worship.
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AINT LUKE’S 15TH
CHAPTER is a collection of three parables.
Each one is about something lost and found: lost
sheep, a lost coin, and the
prodigal son. Our Lord
Jesus gave these parables
for the encouragement of
penitent sinners.

GOD’S SEARCH FOR US

The first two parables
form a pair. Variations on
the lost and found theme, they
tell the same lesson and have the
same moral. The third parable is
the much longer and famous description of the prodigal son. It
enforces and augments the same
lesson: the love and free forgiveness of Almighty God.
These parables were the text for
a Vacation Bible School class for
children many years ago. So I had
the children prepare a checkerboard for a game. Before class I
had taken one of the checkers and
hid it in the classroom bookcase.

When only twenty-three checkers were found in the box the class
thought it was a great tragedy. A
search was made. Finally, the missing checker was discovered, and
there was relief and a great celebration. I asked the children why they
were excited about the lost checker and not about the twenty-three
checkers which were not lost. And
they said it was more exciting to
find something that had been lost.
Which, of course, gave me the opportunity to explain that Our Lord
Jesus feels the same way. He gives

us an assuring picture of
God as a Good Shepherd,
weary and footsore, and
yet rejoicing because He
has the wandering sheep
lying across the back of
His neck. Or He tells the
parable of a father always
watching for his wayward son and rejoicing at
his homecoming.

When you visit the catacombs in Rome you see on the
walls images of the Good Shepherd. No one in imperial Rome
needed to go below ground to see
crucifixes! This was the savage
punishment meted out to non-Roman citizens for capital crimes.
And as a cruel deterrent, crosses
were meant to be seen. That is
the reason the Good Shepherd appealed so powerfully to the early
Christians: a good and gentle
Shepherd Who guards and guides
His sheep and who eventually
gave His life for them.
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The Old Testament is full of
shepherds and shepherding: from
Moses tending his flock near the
burning bush to David tending his
sheep when called by his father
Jesse to meet the prophet Samuel.
And Ezekiel called Israel’s leaders
faithless shepherds. Then there is
the 23rd Psalm, surely a favorite in
Old Testament times as it is now.
But when Jesus Christ identifies
Himself as the Good Shepherd,
He also says He is the gate of the
sheepfold. This Good Shepherd is
not a hired hand! This shepherd
is Almighty God. And He calls us
each by name, which means this
Shepherd has us dead to rights.
But calling us each by name also
means His methods are perfectly
suited to our needs.
It is noteworthy that The Catechism of the Catholic Church
presents the history of revelation
not as our search for God but as
His search to reach the heart of
man. We can see this search going on through all the pages of the
Bible, in the long training of the
people preparatory to the coming
of Christ. Then in the Gospels we
have the search strikingly revealed
in the conflicts, miracles, parables,
and the answers Our Lord Jesus
gives to enquirers.
The parables tell us the great gospel good news. To belong to Jesus
Christ is, in His view, a greater matter than any trouble we can cause
Him. And that is His final answer!
It is His permanent attitude in spite
of all our failings.
Father Bradford
¶ This article developed from a sermon
preached on March 6, 2021 in St Theresa
of Ávila Church. Good Shepherd Sunday
is April 25, 2021.

Congregation of Saint Athanasius
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Boston
Serving the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter

Holy Week 2021
Maundy Thursday, April 1st
7:30 pm .................. THE COMMEMORATION OF THE LAST SUPPER
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Watch at the Altar of Repose
until 10:00 pm
Good Friday, April 2nd
3:00 pm ................................................ THE GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY
The Reading of the Passion – The Solemn Collects
Veneration of the Cross
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified
Holy Saturday, April 3rd
9:00 am ........................................................................ The Altar Service
8:00 pm .................................................... THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL
Blessing of the Paschal Candle – The Prophecies
Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Easter Day, April 4th
11:30 am .................................................................... Solemn Procession
Solemn Mass & Sermon
“We believe that Mass is essential and that it can be done safely.”
— Dr. Thomas McGovern, a former clinical research physician for the
U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases and one of the
authors of the Thomistic Institute’s guidelines for safely celebrating Mass.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Good Friday, April 2nd is the
anniversary of the death of Pope
St John Paul II in 2005. His enactment of the 1981
Pastoral
Provision
led to the erection of
the Ordinariates by
his successor Benedict XVI.
Ñ
Consider Hercules Press in West Roxbury for
any printing needs. They print
our monthly parish paper free of
charge.
Ñ Many thanks to Cindi McDermott for providing altar flowers
for Rose Sunday, March 14th.
Ñ Ascension Day is Thursday,
May 13, 2021.
Ñ A new book by Peter Kreeft
is titled How to Destroy Western
Civilization and Other Ideas from
the Cultural Abyss and published
by Ignatius Press, 225 pages,
$17.95.
Ñ Saturday Mass in the Ordinariate form is offered each Saturday
at 8 AM at the Marian altar in St
Theresa of Ávila Church.
But note: no Mass on Holy Saturday, April 3rd. The Saturday Mass
on April 17th begins at 7:30 AM.
Year’s-mind Masses are for parishioner Ronald Jaynes (April
10th) and Bishop Emilio Allue
(April 24th). May they rest in
peace.

F

ORDINARIATE DAILY OFFICE

OR THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO PRAY THE LITURGY OF
THE HOURS in the forms provided by the Ordinariate, there is a
helpful website which was established by John Covert in 2016. Access
it at prayer.covert.org. This project has the support of the Ordinariate
Bishop, Steven Lopes.
There is a daily teleconference for Morning Prayer at 8:45 AM and Evening Prayer at 5:30 PM by dialing 914-226-2403.
A helpful article by John on the Daily Office will be posted on the parish websites.

REGINA CAELI
From Easter Day until Pentecost

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven:
alleluia!
He whom thou wast meet to bear:
alleluia!
As he promised hath arisen:
alleluia!
Pour for us to Him thy prayer:
alleluia!
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin
Mary, alleluia:
R. For the Lord has truly risen,
alleluia.
O God, who by resurrection of thy
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ hast
brought joy to the whole world;
grant that through his Mother, the
Virgin Mary, we may obtain the
joys of life everlasting. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THANKS FOR THE
HOLY RESURRECTION

W

E
GIVE
THEE
thanks, our Father, for the
holy Resurrection which Thou
hast manifcsted to us through
Jesus, Thy Son, and even as this
bread which is here upon this
table was formerly scattered
abroad and has been made compact, so may Thy Church be reunited from the ends of the earth
for Thy Kingdom, for Thine is
the power and the glory, for ever
and ever.
Amen.
¶ This 4th Century table blessing is
attributed to St Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria.
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WAITING AT THE LORD’S TOMB

W

HEN
YOU
were put in
a new sepulchre on
behalf of all, O Deliverer of all, hell,
the enemy of all,
was frightened at
your sight; the chains
were broken, and the
doors
demolished,
the tombs were open,
and the dead rose. Then Adam
joyfully with gratitude implored
you: “Glory to your humiliation,
O Lover of mankind!”
When you, O Christ indescribable and infinite in your divine
nature, let yourself willingly be
closed bodily in the tomb, you
closed the hiding places of death
and demolished all hell’s kingdom, and let this Sabbath have
your divine blessing, glory, and
splendor.
Joseph and Nicodemus took out
you, who clothe yourself with
light as with a shroud, and having
seen you dead, naked, and unburied started to cry with a [great]
cry, and while groaning thus they
said: “O our pity, O our most
sweet Jesus! Having seen you
hanging on the cross, the sun was
immediately covered in darkness
and the earth with fear was trembling, and the temple veil was
torn. I see you now, who for me,
by your own will accepted death!
How can I bury you, my God? Or
in what shroud can I wrap you?
And with what hands can I touch
your incorruptible body? And
what songs, O most generous,
can I ascribe for your departure?
I magnify your passion, and sing

for your burial with
the resurrection, crying out: “O Lord, glory to you!”
Today the tomb
keeps Him, who sustains with His might
all creation. A stone
covers Him, who fills
heaven with good
things. Life is asleep,
hell is trembling, and Adam is liberated from the chains. Glory to
your providence, O Good One,
with which you completed all,
giving us, as God, the rest eternal
and your most holy resurrection
from the dead.
What vision do we see? What
rest is today? The king everlasting, who by His passion wrought
salvation, rests in the tomb and
gives us a new rest. ...
Let us come and venerate Joseph,
... who went at night to Pilate and
asked him for the life of all: “Give
me this homeless one, who did
not have a place to rest His head.
Give me this pilgrim, whom His
own cunning disciple handed over
to death. Give me this foreigner,
for whom His Mother cried, having seen Him hang on the cross. ...
What was prophesied by Simeon
in the Temple, today happened:
my heart, with a sword, is pierced.
But you, by the joy of your resurrection, turn away my crying.” We
adore, O Christ, your passion! We
adore, O Christ, your passion! We
adore, O Christ, your passion and
your holy resurrection!
¶ Byzantine Liturgy

THE SUN DANCES

T

HE PEOPLE SAY THAT
the sun dances on this day
in joy for a risen Saviour. Old
Barbara Macphie at Dreimsdale
saw this once, but only once,
during her long life. And the
good woman, of high natural
intelligence, described in poetic
language and with religious fervour what she saw or believed
she saw from the summit of
Benmore:
‘The glorious gold-bright sun
was after rising on the crests of
the great hills, and it was changing colour – green, purple, red,
blood-red, white, intense-white,
and gold-white, like the glory of
the God of the elements to the
children of men. It was dancing
up and down in exultation at the
joyous resurrection of the beloved Saviour of victory.
‘To be thus privileged, a person must ascend to the top of the
highest hill before sunrise, and
believe that the God who makes
the small blade of grass to grow
is the same God who makes the
large, massive sun to move.’
Alexander Carmichael
¶ This short piece is from the sixvolume Carmina Gadelica, Hymns
and Incantations, which is selfdescribed as, “With illustrative Notes
on Words, Rites, and Customs, Dying
and Obsolete: Orally Collected in the
Highlands and Islands of Scotland.”
Folklorist Alexander Carmichael
(1832-1912) gathered these materials
and published them beginning in 1900.
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THIS IS TIIE MORNE
Rise; Heire of Fresh Eternity,
From thy Virgin Tombe:
Rise mighty Man of wonders, and thy World with thee
Thy Tombe, the universall East,
Natures new Wombe,
Thy Tomb, fair Immortalities perfumed Nest.
Of all the Gloryes Make Noone gay.
This is the Morne.
This rocke buds forth the fountaine of the streames of Day.
In joyes white Annals live this houre,
When life was borne
No cloud scoule on his radiant lids no tempest lowre.
Life, by this light’s Nativity
All creatures have.
Death onely by this Dayes just Doomc is forc’to Dye.
Nor is Death forc’t; for may hee ly
Thron’d in thy Grave;
Death will on this condition be content to Dy.
Richard Crashaw
¶ Richard Crashaw was a 17th Century English poet and convert.

B

GREAT CONVERSION STORIES:
RICHARD CRASHAW

Y THE EARLY
17th century,
England’s ecclesiastical and religious
revolution appeared
to be established
and
consolidated.
In fact, however,
the new national
church was riven
by intense factions.
United in their rejection of “popery,”
the “high church”
ritualists and Puritan iconoclasts
clashed on much else, as they approached a devastating mid-century civil war. Richard Crashaw
was born into this tense environ
ment in 1613. His father, William
Crashaw, was a well-known anti-

papal polemicist,
but he was also
a literary scholar
with a large library that included the works of
medieval Catholic mystics. Even
though Richard
grew up Anglican, he never
seemed entirely
estranged from
a Catholic sensibility. In many ways, his conversion appears to have been a
develop
ment of greater understanding and deeper love in response to grace and occasioned
by tumultuous external events
that allowed his faith to mature.
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Orphaned in adolescence, Richard was nevertheless able to study
at the Charterhouse School and
then Pembroke Hall at Cambridge
University, where he was formed
by the high church spirit and
practices propagated by William
Laud, the Anglican Archbishop of
Canterbury. The Laudian movement tried to find a way to root
the independent English church in
the aesthetic, disciplinary, and to
some extent spiritual traditions of
classical England, thereby steering a “middle way” between Calvinist Puritans and “papists” while
supporting English nationalism
and the prerogatives of the king.
In this milieu, Richard developed
simultaneously a keen poetic ex
pressiveness, an expertise in ancient and modern languages, and
a deep religious devotion. In 1636
he received a fellowship at Peterhouse in Cambridge and then was
ordained to ministry and began
serving at a nearby church, Little
Saint Mary’s. He had already begun writing the poetry that would
secure his place in the history of
English literature.
Peterhouse was one of the more
vibrant centers of the high church
movement and its efforts to reclaim devotional tradi
tions, including statues, crucifixes, traditional forms of liturgy and prayer,
and other practices which were
denounced by Puritans as popish
superstitions. Crashaw embraced
all of them with passionate fervor.
At the same time, he became a
regular visitor to the informal monastic community at Little Gidding headed by Nicholas Ferrar.
Crashaw’s great desire was to live
a devout life specially consecrat-
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ed to God, given over to the love
of God (Laudism also emphasized love, in contrast to the rigid
Protestant insistence on “faith
alone”). While his life and friendships at Cambridge pointed him
in this direction, Crashaw’s heart
yearned for something more radical, something a “middle way”
could not provide.
Then, at some point, he discovered the writings of Saint Teresa
of Ávila. Here was a mystical
testimony to God’s love that transcended his own religious ardor
and his poetic imagination. This
was likely the decisive moment
in Richard Crashaw’s spiritual
journey to the Catholic Church.
He wrote three poems about Saint
Teresa, and the grace of faith led
him beyond any possible concerns
about the worldly rivalry between
England and Spain (for “’tis not
Spanish, but ’tis Heaven she
speaks!”). Meanwhile, war was
breaking out among his countrymen. In 1644, the Puritan faction
took Cambridge, destroyed the
beauty of his Little Saint Mary’s,
and forced him into exile. Shortly
thereafter, Crashaw en
tered the
Catholic Church, went on pilgrimage to Rome, and died at Loreto in
1649.
John Janaro
¶ John Janaro is associate professor
emeritus of theology in Christendom
College, Front Royal, Virginia. This article was published in Magnificat, February 2021 (Vol 22, No. 12 ) and used by
permission.
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THE RETURN TO GALILEE

ALILEE is the
place
where
[the disciples] were
first called, where
everything began! To
return there, to return
to the place where
they were originally
called. ...
To return to Galilee means to reread everything on the basis of the
cross and its victory, fearlessly:
Do not be afraid. To re-read everything—Jesus’ preaching, his
miracles, the new community, the
excitement and the defections,
even the betrayal—to re-read everything starting from the end,
which is a new beginning, from
this supreme act of love.
For each of us, too, there is a
“Galilee” at the origin of our journey with Jesus. “To go to Galilee”
means something beautiful; it
means rediscovering our baptism
as a living fountainhead, drawing
new energy from the sources of
our faith and our Christian experience. To return to Galilee means
above all to return to that blazing light with which God’s grace
touched me at the start of the journey. From that flame I can light a
fire for today and every day, and
bring heat and light to my brothers and sisters. That flame ignites
a humble joy, a joy which sorrow and distress cannot dismay, a
good, gentle joy.
In the life of every Christian, after baptism there is also another
“Galilee,” a more existential “Galilee”: the experience of a personal
encounter with Jesus Christ who

called me to follow
him and to share in
his mission. In this
sense returning to
Galilee means treasuring in my heart
the living memory
of that call, when
Jesus passed my
way, gazed at me with mercy, and
asked me to follow him. To return
there means reviving the memory
of that moment when his eyes met
mine, the moment when he made
me realize that he loved me.
Today ... each of us can ask:
What is my Galilee? I need to remind myself, to go back and remember. Where is my Galilee? Do
I remember it? Have I forgotten
it? Seek and you will find it! There
the Lord is waiting for you. Have I
gone off on roads and paths which
made me forget it? Lord, help me:
tell me what my Galilee is; for you
know that I want to return there
to encounter you and to let myself
be embraced by your mercy. Do
not be afraid, do not fear, return
to Galilee!
The Gospel is very clear: we
need to go back there, to see Jesus
risen, and to become witnesses
of his Resurrection. This is not to
go back in time; it is not a kind
of nostalgia. It is returning to our
first love in order to receive the
fire which Jesus has kindled in
the world and to bring that fire to
all people, to the very ends of the
earth. Go back to Galilee, without
fear!
Pope Francis

His Holiness Pope Francis was elected
to the See of Peter in 2013.
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THE SEARCH FOR PERFECTION

THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass

Unfortunately, many become
so enamored of the gifts the
great Giver of Life has dropped
on the roadway of life that they
build their cities around the gift,
and forget the Giver; and when
the gifts, out of loyalty to their
Maker, fail to give them perfect
happiness, they rebel against
God and become cynical and
disillusioned.

T

HOSE WHO LIVE ONLY
for pleasure become cynical
in middle age. A cynic has been
defined as one who knows the
price of everything and the value
of nothing. You blame things,
rather than self. If you are married, you say: “If I had another
husband, or another wife, I could
be· happy.” Or you say, “If I had
another job...” or, “If I were in
another city, I would be happy.”
...
Once you realize that God is
your end ... you begin to see that
friendship, the joys of marriage,
the thrill of possession, the sunset
and the evening star, masterpieces of art and music, the gold and
silver of earth, the industries and
the comforts of life, are all the
gifts of God. He dropped them
on the roadway of life, to remind
you that if these are so beautiful,
then what must be Beauty! He
intended them to be bridges to
cross over to Him. After enjoying
the good things of life, you were
to say: “If the spark of human
love is so bright, then what must
be the Flame!”

Change your entire point of
view! Life is not a mockery. ...
Start with your own insufficiency and begin a search for perfection. Begin with your own emptiness and seek Him who can fill
it. ... Look at your heart! It tells
the story of why you were made.
It is not perfect in shape and
contour, like a Valentine heart.
There seems to be a small piece
missing out of the side of every
human heart. That may be to
symbolize a piece that was torn
out of the Heart of Christ which
embraced all humanity on the
cross.
I think the real meaning is that
when God made your human
heart, He found it so good and
so lovable that He kept a small
sample of it in heaven. He sent
the rest of it into this world to
enjoy His gifts, and to use them
as stepping stones back to Him.
Venerable Fulton J. Sheen
¶ Archbishop Sheen (1895-1979) was
a renowned theologian who became a
pioneering televangelist. His primetime television program Life is Worth
Living was broadcast from 1951-1957
and he won two Emmy Awards for most
outstanding television personality. The
cause for his canonization was opened
in 2002.

(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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St Lawrence Church

Brookline
Reservoir

