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COVID-19 UPDATES

The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in effect within the Archdiocese of Boston. The
Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter has lifted the dispensation, putting the Sunday Mass obligation back into
effect for its parishes and people, with provisions for those at risk. As the pandemic continues, health protocols
will continue to be updated on our website under Worship.

SHARING WITH THE JEWISH PEOPLE

D

URING
THE
LAST
WEEKS, the liturgical calendar has furnished us with many
opportunities to contemplate the
Jewish roots of our holy Catholic
Faith. The Word was made flesh
in the womb of a Jewish Mother,
and the Holy Family were devout Jews who observed the rituals and customs of their religion.
Eight days after the Nativity, Our
Lord formally received the name
‘Jesus’ and was made a member
of God’s chosen People in the
ceremony of Circumcision.

On 2 February we celebrate
Candlemas. The mystical significance of the Christ Child’s
Presentation in the Temple was
not lost on Simeon, the devout
old man who had been assured
by the Holy Ghost that he would
not die before setting eyes on
‘the Christ of the Lord.’ Simeon’s
Canticle, the Nunc Dimittis, is
sung by the Church each night
at Compline, and expresses all
the longing of the Old Testament
for the universe-changing event
which Simeon witnessed unfoldnd

ing before him: “Lord, now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace ...
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation ... a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to thy people
Israel.” At Candlemas we process
with candles to celebrate this inextinguishable light that has come into
the world.
For Christians, the Old Covenant is
completed and fulfilled in the New.
As the Catechism of the Catholic
Church explains, the new “Law of
the Gospel ‘fulfils’, refines, surpasses and leads the Old Law to its perfection.”

That being said, the common
spiritual patrimony of the Old
Testament that we share with
the Jewish people, and the Jewish foundations of our Catholic
Faith, mean that it is only natural
that there should always remain
a unique and indissoluble bond
between Jews and Christians.
Despite tensions that have sometimes scarred this relationship,
love for the Jewish people and respect for their traditions is a mark
not only of any civilized Christian
but also of orthodox Catholicism.
In contrast to the anti-Judaism of
dualist heretics such as Marcion,
the Church insisted from the beginning that the Old Testament
forms an essential component of
the Gospel. St Augustine taught
that Christians must treasure the
living witness to the promises of
the Old Testament that the Jews
continued to provide, and in subsequent centuries this doctrine
gave theological reinforcement
to the Church’s desire to protect
Jewish communities from any
persecution.
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In the sixteenth century our holy
father St Philip Neri was noted for
the friendships he cherished with
members of Rome’s Jewish community, a number of whom converted to the Faith. In Philip Neri,
The Fire of Joy, Fr Paul Turks explains: “It appears as if the Gospel,
that is to say, the whole of Sacred
Scripture, was for Philip the link to
the Jews. Without citing the details
of particular conversions, one can
say that Philip did not debate, but
begged them ‘to pray to the God of
Abraham and Isaac’, and professed
that he himself would convert to
Judaism if he saw that the Law
was better. He would not engage in
militant disputes ... it was Philip’s
respect for the liberty and the conscience of the other and his openhearted kindness that helped them
to conversion.”
When the prominent Roman Jew
Solomon Corcos was baptized in
1582, he adopted the name Boncompagni, after the family name of
Pope Gregory XIII. After his conversion, he and his Corcos-Boncompagni descendants were major
benefactors of the Chiesa Nuova.
Amongst other works, they commissioned the magnificent statue
of St Philip in the sacristy by Algardi.
In subsequent centuries, the Roman Oratorians sought to maintain
our holy founder’s relations with
the city’s ancient Jewish community. This solicitude was recognized in 1999, when the saintly Fr
Alfredo Melani of the Oratory’s
Garbatella parish was recognised
by the State of Israel as ‘Righteous
among the Nations’ for his work
rescuing Jews who sought refuge

from Nazi persecution. Another
Roman Oratorian, Fr Giuseppe
Ferrari (‘Padre Peppino’ to those
of us who knew and loved him),
housed Jews in the attics above
the Chiesa Nuova, in the stanze
of St Philip, and even in his own
room, during the Nazi occupation.
The Israeli descendants of some
of the survivors kept in touch
with him until his death in 2008.
He declined to accept any honour
for himself, on the grounds that it
should rather be granted posthumously to Pope Pius XII who had
asked the Roman Oratorians to
help the city’s Jews.
In our own age, the Church can
be grateful for those of Her Jewish friends who have come to Her
defence when Catholicism has
been under attack. After the war
Pope Pius XII was acclaimed as a
hero by prominent Jews, but since
the 1960s, aspersions have been
cast on his response to the plight
of European Jewry. While some
of his harshest accusers have been
disaffected Catholics, Pius XII’s
most determined defenders are
Jewish. They include the distinguished American historian Rabbi David G. Dalin, who argues
that Pope Pius XII deserves to
be hailed as a ‘righteous gentile,’
and the indefatigable justice and
truth campaigner Gary Krupp,
who founded the Pave the Way
foundation to promote friendship
between Christians, Jews and
Muslims of good will, and who
has made restoration of Pope Pius
XII’s reputation his life’s work.
During various plots to derail
the pontificate of Pope Benedict
XVI, it was often the Church’s

Jewish friends who proved most
valiant in defending His Holiness.
In 2008 the Pope was vilified after composing a new Good Friday
prayer for the Jews for use in the
Usus Antiquior. The prayer asks
God to “illuminate their hearts,
so that they acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is the Saviour of all
men.” While certain Catholics denounced the prayer as politically
incorrect, it was vigorously defended by the eminent American
scholar of Judaism Rabbi Jacob
Neusner, who wrote that the Catholic prayer “manifests the same
altruistic spirit that characterizes
the faith of Judaism,” and pointed
out that in the standard liturgy of
the synagogue, the Jews pray for
the conversion of gentiles three
times a day, while the Catholic
prayer is only used liturgically
once a year.
Again, in the pre-orchestrated
hoo-hah that ensued when Pope
Benedict XVI lifted the excommunications of four bishops consecrated by Archbishop Lefebvre,
the most robust supporter of the
Pope turned out to be the American Orthodox Jewish leader and
champion of the pro-life cause,
Rabbi Yehuda Levin. While Catholics cowered, Rabbi Levin fearlessly declared that the Pope’s initiatives to restore unity within the
Catholic fold could only contribute to the· common good, on the
grounds that a strengthened and
unified Catholic Church is necessary for the safeguarding of civilization and the sanctity of life.
After Pope Benedict XVI announced his abdication last year,
Jewish leaders all over the world
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acclaimed him as a friend. Typical
of the accolades was a statement
from Israel’s Chief Ashkenazi
Rabbi Yona Metzger: “During
the period of his pontificate there
were the best relations ever between the Church and the Chief
Rabbinate.” And Israel’s Chief
Sephardic Rabbi Shlomo Amar
praised the Pope as a “justice warrior.”
Closer to home the ever gracious Chief Rabbi-emeritus, Lord
Sacks, has long been a consistent
defender of the role of Christianity in the public life of this realm,
and has publicly decried the
persecution of Christians in the
Middle East, which he recently
described as a tragedy “going almost unremarked.”
On the Feast of Candlemas, as
we celebrate the encounter of the
Old Covenant with the New, we
should praise God for these invaluable marks of friendship, and
contemplate ways in which we
can help the Church to forge ever
closer ties with our allies in the
Jewish community. In the spirit
of St Philip, we should continue
to pray, unashamedly but with utmost respect and charity, for the
salvation of the Jewish people. At
the same time we can give thanks
for the prayers that the liturgy of
the synagogue offers thrice daily
for our own salvation. May their
prayers and ours be answered at
the Throne of Grace.
The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the February,
2014 (Vol. 91, No. 1113) issue of The
Oratory Parish Magazine, published by
The Brompton (London) Oratory.
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THE PRESENTATION OF
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
commonly called
CANDLEMAS
Tuesday, February 2, 2021
Blessing of Candles and Mass
at 11:30 AM

You may bring unused household candles for blessing. Please have your
name on your package. There will be no blessing of throats this year.

T

A GLIMPSE OF GLORY

HE MYSTERY of the Presentation, although of such tragic intensity, is not without some
light that relieves the gloom. Not
one of the mothers who mounted
the temple steps at Mary’s side realized that she was walking beside
one who carried God in her arms.
Not one of them saw the greatness
that was veiled in that modest exterior. Yet Jesus did not pass by
entirely unnoticed. In the joy that
irradiated the souls of the prophet
Simeon and the prophetess Anna,

Mary had a glimpse of the glory
and the gladness that, to people of
good will, would be brought by
the coming of her Son. In them she
saw all those for whom he would
not be a sign to be contradicted
but a sign to be followed with loyalty and enthusiasm. In these two
holy souls Mary saw verified the
conditions which prepare the way
for discovery of God on earth.
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
¶ Archbishop Sheen (1895-1979) was a
renowned theologian, bishop, and television personality.
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O

LENT IS A JOURNEY

N THIS DAY, marked by
the austere symbol of ashes, we enter the season of Lent,
beginning a spiritual journey that
prepares us for celebrating worthily the Easter Mysteries. The
blessed ashes imposed upon our
forehead are a sign that reminds
us of our condition as creatures,
that invites us to repent, and to
intensify our commitment to
convert, to follow the Lord ever
more closely. Lent is a journey, it
means accompanying Jesus who
goes up to Jerusalem, the place of
the fulfilment of his mystery of
Passion, Death and Resurrection;
it reminds us that Christian life
is a “way” to take, not so much
consistent with a law to observe
as with the very Person of Christ,
to encounter, to welcome, to follow. ...

Today the Kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the
Gospel (Mk. 1:15.) Today Christ
died on Calvary and rose from the
dead; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the
Father; today the Holy Spirit is
given to us; today is a favorable
time. ...

It is above all in the liturgy, by
participating in the holy mysteries, that we are led to make this
journey with the Lord; it means
learning at the school of Jesus;
reviewing the events that brought
salvation to us but not as a mere
commemoration, a remembrance
of past events. In the liturgical
actions Christ makes himself
present through the power of
the Holy Spirit and these saving
events become real. There is a
keyword that recurs frequently
in the liturgy to indicate this:
the word “today;” and it should
be understood in its original and
practical, rather than metaphorical, sense. Today God reveals his
law and we are granted to choose
today between good and evil, between life and death (Dt. 30:19).

¶ This address was given at a General
Audience on March 9, 2011. The Holy
Father reigned as pope from 2005 until
2013.

Dear friends, on this Lenten
journey let us be careful to accept
Christ’s invitation to follow him
more decisively and consistently,
renewing the grace and commitments of our Baptism, to cast off
the former person within us and
put on Christ, in order to arrive
at Easter renewed and able to say,
with Saint Paul: It is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in
me (Gal. 2:20). I wish you all a
good Lenten journey!
Pope Benedict XVI

FASTING FROM
EVIL

D

O NOT LIMIT the benefit of
fasting merely to abstinence
from food, for a true fast means
refraining from evil. Loose every
unjust bond, put away your resentment against your neighbour,
forgive him his offences. Do not
let your fasting lead only to wrangling and strife. You do not eat
meat, but you devour your brother; you abstain from wine but not
from insults. So all the labour of
your fast is useless.
St Basil the Great
¶ St Basil (330-379) is one of the Four
Greek Doctors of the Church.

ASH WEDNESDAY

The First Day of Lent
February 17, 2021
Blessing and Imposition of Ashes
Solemn Mass and Sermon
at 11:30 AM
Ashes will be imposed according to health protocols.
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THE FLOWER OF
GENTLENESS

P

RAYER IS THE FLOWER
of gentleness and of freedom
from anger.
Prayer is the fruit of joy and
thankfulness.
Prayer is the remedy for gloom
and despondency.
Do not pray that your own will
may be done, for your will may
not accord with the will of God.
But pray as you have been taught,
saying: Thy will be done in me.
Pray to him in this way about everything – that his will be done.
For he desires what is good and
profitable for your soul, whereas
you do not always ask for this.
Often in my prayers I have
asked for what I thought was
good, and persisted in my petition, stupidly trying to force the
will of God, instead of leaving
it to him to arrange things as
he knows best. But afterwards,
on obtaining what I asked for, I
was very sorry that I did not pray
rather for God’s will to be done;
because the thing turned out to
be different from what I had expected.
What is good, except God?
Then let us leave all our concerns
to him, and all will be well.
If you long for prayer, renounce
all to gain all.
At the time of trials and temptations, use a brief but intense
prayer.
When you are in the inner temple, pray not as the Pharisee but
as the publican.

Strive never to pray against anyone.
If when you are praying no other
joy can attract you, then truly you
have found prayer.
St Evagrius of Pontus
¶ Evagrius Ponticus (345-399) was a
monk and one of the most influential
theologians of the 4th Century. He was a
disciple of St Basil and St Gregory Nazianzus and the teacher of St John Cassian.

TOUCHED BY
CHRIST

W

HAT A CONTRAST
in two consecutive incidents as recorded in St Mark’s
Gospel! Yesterday at Mass we
heard about the healing of the Syro-Phoenician woman’s daughter.
If it was a healing. Everything was
so ambiguous, we aren’t sure. It
may have been the announcement
everything was okay. If it was a
cure, it was certainly by remote
control. In response to the woman’s faith, Our Lord Jesus simply and confidently announced:
“The demon has gone out of your
daughter.”
Today’s incident, by contrast, is
very material and secular. The
motif of faith is almost absent.
Here is the use of saliva, the groan
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uttered by Jesus, the putting of
fingers into the deaf man’s ears,
the touching of his tongue, and the
use of the healing word preserved
in the original language. It all
seems so earthy. Yesterday’s cure,
by comparison, was esoteric.
In the healings of Jesus there
is a unique element to which no
parallel exists, whether from the
science of psychotherapy, or the
realm of faith healing. Jesus is
God. Which makes Him Lord of
nature. And so there was, and is,
an infinite variety of ways Christ
can reach us and heal us. These
perhaps depend more on us and
the extent of our faith, rather than
on external circumstances. But
whatever Christ chooses to do for
us is as right for us as it was for the
Syrian woman’s daughter or for
the deaf mute. That is because the
Lord knows our needs better than
we do ourselves. And however it
happens, when we are touched by
Christ, we will hear, and also proclaim, the Good News.
Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached in Saint Theresa of
Ávila Church, West Roxbury, on February 13, 2004.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Kevin McDermott for singing the Nativity
Proclamation at the Christmas
Eve Mass.
Ñ In the winter issue of Massachusetts Citizens For Life
magazine (Vol. 41, No. 4) were
photo credits including parishioner Steven Hardy, and taken at
the December 5th Memorial for
the Unborn-Boston, a prayerful
gathering at the Massachusetts
state house. Steven is the Boston
metro convener for MCFL.
Ñ Year’s-mind Masses on Saturday will be for Oliver Muldoon
(February 13th), Janet Ray (February 20th) and Mary Marks (February 27th).
Ñ Every Member canvass results
to date are 28 pledges or gifts to
the St Athanasius operating fund
totaling $33,625, and 10 pledges
or gifts to the St Gregory savings
fund totaling $14,530. A special
thanks to those nine members
who contributed to both funds.
Ñ Many thanks to Cindi McDermott who provided flowers
for the funeral Mass offered December 30th for parishioner Wilfrid Veldkamp. The flowers also
graced the Marian altar for the
Solemnity of Mary Mother of
God January 1st.
Ñ In the weeks prior to Ash
Wednesday (February 17th) we
will stock copies of the Magnificat Lenten Companion and Fr
Stravinskas’ book, Lenten Meditations. We ask for a contribution
to be left in the alms basin, to
cover our costs.

Ñ Daylight Savings.Time returns
March 14th. Holy Week is March
28th–April 4th.
Ñ There are Ordinariate Liturgical calendars available for your
use and found in the narthex after Mass. These are prepared each
year by parishioner John Covert,
and distributed throughout the Ordinariate for use by parishes and
parishioners.
Ñ Finally a bit of whimsy from
poet Ogden Nash:
“At least when I get on the
Boston train I have a good
chance of landing in the South
Station,
And not in that part of the daily press which is reserved for
the victims of aviation.”

THE FEAST OF TITLE
OF THE ORDINARIATE
OF THE

CHAIR OF ST PETER
Monday, February 22, 2021
Mass and Solemn TeDeum
at 11:30 AM

I

N CASE OF SNOW ON SUNDAYS, please be careful. The
church parking lot will be scraped
and treated prior to the 9:00 AM
Mass.
If there is any problem, the property manager will call Fr Bradford
at home. You will be notified by
email if the parking lot is closed.
Otherwise, no news is good news.
You should make your own assessment of driving conditions
before driving to Mass.
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THE PARSON’S TALE

A

GOOD MAN was there of religioun,
And was a povre Parson of a town;
But rich he was of holy thought and
work.
He was also a learned man; a clerk,
That Christes gospel truly woulde
preach;
His parishfolk devoutly would he
teach.
Benign he was, and wonder diligent,
And in adversity full patient;
And such he was y-proved often
times.
Full loth were him to cursen for his
tythes,
But rather would he give, out of
doubt,
Un-to his povre parishfolk about
Of his offering, and eke of his substance.
He could in little thing have suffisance.
Wide was his parish, and houses far
a-sunder,
But he neglected not, for rain or thunder,
In sickness or in mischief, to visit
The furthest in his parish, great and
little,
Upon his feet, and in his hand a staff.
This noble example to his sheep he
gave,
That first he wrought, and afterward
he taught
Out of the gospel he these wordes
caught;
And this figure he added eke there-to,
That if gold ruste, what shall iron do?
For if a priest be foul, on whom we
trust,

No wonder is a lewed man to rust;
And shame it is, if a priest take keep,
A dirty shepherd and a cleane sheep.
Well ought a priest example for to
give,
By his cleanness, how that his sheep
should live.
He did not set his benefice to hire,
Nor left his sheep encumbered in the
mire,
And ran to London, un-to Sainte
Paul’s,
To seeken him a chantery for souls,
Or with a brotherhed to be enrolled;
But dwelt a home, and kepte well his
fold,
So that the wolf might make it not
miscarry;
He was a shepherd and no mercenary.
And though he holy were, and virtuous,
He was to sinful man not despitous,
Not of his speeche dangerous nor
digne,
But in his teaching discreet and benign.
To draw his fold to heaven by fairness
By good example, was his business:
But if were any person obstinate,
What-so he were, of high or low estate,
Him would he snibben sharply for the
nonce.
A better priest, I trow that nowhere
none is.
He waited for no pomp and reverence,
Nor maked him a spiced conscience.
But Christes lore, and his apostles
twelve,
He taught, and first he followed it
himself.
Geoffrey Chaucer
¶ This is an extract from The Canterbury
Tales. Geoffrey Chaucer (c.1340-1400)
was the greatest English poet of the Middle Ages.
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THE CONGREGATION
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
The Revd.
Richard Sterling Bradford,
Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Ave.
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM
Fellowship and Coffee in the
Undercroft after Mass
(Fellowship suspended for now)

Rectory:
767 West Roxbury Pkwy.
Boston, MA 02132-2121
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232
congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN
THE ORDINARIATE
FORM

Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar in St. Theresa of
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Enter the main church via
the pavilion or the St. Theresa Avenue
side doors.

CONTRA MUNDUM

The name of our parish paper comes
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius
contra mundum,” meaning “Athanasius against the world.” Our patron
saint stood firmly for the fullness of
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Congregation of Saint Athanasius have
published this paper monthly since
1998. To receive it by mail, send your
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr.
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are
on our website under Parish Paper.
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St. Lawrence Church
774 Boylston Street (Route 9)
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
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The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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Directions by Public Transportation: From Kenmore Square station, board Bus #60, which stops
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle station on the Green Line C branch.

Boylston St. (Rte 9)
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Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue.
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp.
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road.
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your
right.
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Directions by Car from the North or South:
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a
short distance on the left.
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Parking is in the church parking lot behind the
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill
02467 for your GPS.
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Brookline
Reservoir

