S A I N T G RE G ORY
T H E G R E AT
CHU RCH
A Catholic Community of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter

August 27th, 2013
Dear Friends and Members of Saint Gregory the Great Church,
Our Mass on Sunday September Eighth, as we celebrate the Feast of our Patron
Saint Gregory the Great (transferred from September Third), will be our first
F EAST OF T ITLE AND D EDICATION . The liturgy on this joyous occasion will
include many special items:
ç

The Blessing and first use of the Chalice and Paten commissioned
through the generosity of the people of Saint Gregory and created
for them by goldsmith Vincent Hawley;

ç

The singing of two newly-written hymns honoring our patron and
dedicated to our parish by one of its members;

ç

Our first use of one of the great musical treasures of the Anglican
Patrimony, Healey Willan’s Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena;

ç

The enrolling of the parish’s formal members through their signing
of its Book of the Elect;

ç

A sermon on the charism of Gregory on our parish by Father Liias; and

ç

A big celebration of food, drink, and fellowship after Mass!

Dear friends, I heartily invite you to be with us on that day at Saint Margaret’s
Church, 672 Hale Street Beverly Farms MA 01915 at 11:30 in the morning and urge
you to bring someone, if possible, who might be interested in learning more
about the Ordinariate, Pope Emeritus Benedict’s new creation, and his vision of
bringing the Anglican Patrimony into the Holy Catholic Church.
Those of you who desire to o~cially join Saint Gregory the Great church by
signing the Book of the Elect, please note the two attachments to this letter:
1) The o~cial application form for membership in the Ordinariate. All formal
members of Saint Gregory the Great must also be members of the
Ordinariate. This must be completed and returned to my Administrative Assistant,
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Evelyn Theriault, before or during Mass on September 8th. If you have previously
submitted this form to the Ordinariate, a copy of that document is
su~cient.
2) The Parish Discipline. This document, containing seven points, expresses
the covenantal nature of membership in Saint Gregory the Great and
details your commitment to discipleship as one of its members.
As I write this letter we have been a Eucharistic community for just over
four months. God has richly blessed our beginnings! — now our missionary
work begins. I entreat all of you to seek the Holy Spirit’s will and I pray many
will find they are called to join us as we seek faithfully to do all the good works God
has prepared for us to walk in as part of the New Evangelization of the Catholic
Church and the world.
Faithfully yours in Christ,

Father Jürgen Liias, Pastor,
Saint Gregory the Great Church
JWVL/kmd
encl: 1) Ordinariate Membership Form
2) Parish Discipline
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“The Anglican faithful who wish to be received into full communion with the Catholic Church
through the Ordinariate must manifest this desire in writing.” (Anglicanorum coetibus, Art. IX)
Full Name (please print)
Spouse (if applicable)
Address
City

State or Province

Telephone

Email

Ordinariate group (if known)

Code

Saint Gregory the Great Church, Beverly Farms, MA

I/we affirm (each should initial one of the following):
_____ I am a former Anglican and am now in full communion with the Catholic Church.
_____ I am currently an Anglican intending to be received into full communion with the Catholic
Church. I am prepared to make the required profession of faith: “I believe and profess all that
the holy Catholic Church believes, teaches, and proclaims to be revealed by God.”
_____ I have previously been baptized within the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church, and I now
worship at an Anglican Use or Ordinariate congregation.
_____ Other circumstance (please specify):

Minor Children (full names and ages)

Signed (by both if applicable)
Please return this form to the Ordinariate office at 9845 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX 77024.
You may also fax the form (1-713-429-4443) or email a scanned copy (office@usordinariate.org).
Please	
  remember	
  that	
  we	
  depend	
  on	
  your	
  financial	
  support	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  your	
  prayers.	
  	
  May	
  God	
  bless	
  you!	
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THE PARISH DISCIPLINE
Membership in Saint Gregory the Great is Covenantal: a commitment and
obligation taken upon oneself exercised through a set of vows and promises. It
is — first and foremost — a Covenant with God in Jesus Christ, detailed and
sealed in Baptism and rea~rmed through Confirmation. Secondly, it is a
Covenant with the Universal Church, and our reception as Catholics has given
us a new and deeper sense of this Reality in particular. Finally, it is a Covenant
with one’s local church, the particular incarnation of Christ’s Body expressed in
a community of priest and people, here gathered as Saint Gregory the Great.

The Seven Promises of a Member
of Saint Gregory the Great Church
ç M A S S : I promise to attend Mass faithfully.

Our life begins and ends in the Eucharist. A Catholic Christian is obligated to
attend Mass every Sunday and on all Holy Days of Obligation.
ç PENANCE : I promise to receive the Sacrament of Penance regularly.

A Catholic Christian is expected to go to Sacramental Confession on a regular
basis. Although once a year is the mandated minimum, I heartily encourage
you to a much more frequent discipline of receiving this wonderful, healing
Grace (I see my confessor monthly). I will be most willing to assist you in
finding a regular confessor.
ç P RAY E R : I promise to pray daily.

A Catholic Christian spends time in prayer every day, drawing from the
enormous storehouse of Catholic spirituality (e.g., the Liturgy of the Hours; the
daily O~ce; the Rosary; Daily Mass; Lectio Divina, et c.). Here again I am
most willing to assist in developing a prayer discipline that suits you.

Page 2 of 2

ç FA S T I N G : I promise to fast weekly.

A Catholic Christian will partake of some form of Fasting and Abstinence on
Fridays and on other days and seasons appointed by the Church (e.g., Ash
Wednesday; Lent). We have also as a community agreed to engage in some
form of prayer and fasting on Wednesdays with special intention for our parish
and the individual needs of our members.
ç M I N I S T RY : I promise to serve dutifully as a minister.

Each of us will minister in some capacity in the life of our church community.
We will seek to discern our Spiritual Gifts and exercise them at the direction of
the parish clergy for the edification of the whole Church.
ç S T E WA R D S H I P : I promise to exercise a spirit of generosity in my

financial giving.
Tithing of first fruits as a minimum Biblical standard of giving — although
not required — is heartily encouraged and will be faithfully taught.
ç G OV E R NA N C E : I promise to share in the responsibility of guiding and

governing the life, ministry, and mission of Saint Gregory the Great.
Our community will seek to live into the Biblical and Catholic social principles
of mutual submission; unity; and subsidiarity.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Father Jürgen Liias, Pastor,
Saint Gregory the Great Church

