K EVIN M C D E R M O T T
137 Seven Star Road
Groveland, Massachusetts 01834

June 25th, 2013
Dear Members and Friends of Saint Gregory the Great,
We are just at the mid-point of of the project of creating a chalice
and paten to commemorate and celebrate the establishment of Saint
Gregory the Great Church as a Eucharistic community and the
Ordination of its first Pastor, Father Liias. These vessels will be
consecrated on our first Feast of Title and Dedication, which we will
celebrate on Sunday September Eighth. Many thanks to those who are
remembering the craftsman, Vincent Hawley, in their prayers, that the
Holy Spirit would direct him and bless the work of his hands; to those
who have already been led to make donations towards this endeavor;
and to those still discerning whether you are called to be part of the
project. We are also at the mid-point in terms of raising the funds
necessary to bring the project to fulfillment; but more of that later.
First let’s look at where we are now and how we got there.
Thanks to the generosity of our initial donors, the sum of $10,000
was raised in short order and transferred to Vincent in mid-April for
the purchase of the silver necessary for the work and other expenses
connected with the project. He set to work immediately; of the
process Vincent has this to say (assembled from various emails
received over the period): “I think this endeavor has been blessed from
the start and am ecstatic to get started! Work is well under way…I’m
learning what it takes for me to make such an exquisite liturgical
object; just how important and deep the meditation and spiritual focus
is for me…I’ve been taking pictures of the work (although I
sometimes have to go back and take them because I am so ‘in the zone’
it escapes me). It is hard for me to share photos of such an intimate
process because the finished product is so very different from the ‘still
working all the dings out (literally!)’ stage; it sometimes seems almost
embarrassing because the work is so rough in the earlier stages — not
what people expect. Thank all of you for your prayers: things are
going very well, but I have met some very interesting design and
construction challenges that I know prayers have helped with — and
patience is definitely a virtue with this project!…This continues to be
a great spiritual journey for me and it is truly a blessing to be able to
do it. I have always tried to make work for the glory of God, but

making liturgical items is different — it is extremely satisfying
spiritually and truly an honor for our Lord.”
A few photographs showing the progress of the work to date are
attached at the back of this letter; they (and many more) can be seen
on the page devoted to this effort on our website, at http://
www.saintgregoryordinariate.org/worship/sacred-vessels-project/. And we
will all have a chance to see the work to date, the tools and techniques
used in its creation, and hear Vincent talk about his personal
experience of the project at a presentation immediately after Mass on
Sunday, July 14th. Do mark your calendars and attend this unique and
interesting event; a light collation will be provided.
When this project was proposed and explained to the Parish
Leadership Committee on March 22nd Father Liias mentioned that in
looking up a passage of Scripture the previous evening he happened to
note the very first mention of the Holy Spirit in the Bible; here is that
passage — Exodus 31: The LORD said to Moses, ‘See, I have called by
name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: and I have
filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with
knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold,
silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for
work in every craft.’ Bezalel’s work would be the creation of the
appointments for the very first Tabernacle. We prayed, right then and
there, that Vincent might also be filled with the Spirit in his work
making these vessels for our later Temple. Vincent craves your
continued prayer that God will bless this time of creation and the
work of his hands.
Carrying the project to its completion will require continued
financial, as well as spiritual, support: as mentioned we are just at the
mid-point, and that’s true financiallyas well as chronologically. Ten
thousand dollars were required to begin the project; another ten
thousand must be raised before September to finish it. I want again to
stress this is a private, not a parish, effort: these sacred vessels are
intended as a gift of the people to the parish; the parish is not (and will
not be) responsible for any part of the cost. My request has been, and
remains, that individuals prayerfully discern whether God is calling
them to be part of this endeavor. Interestingly — and, I believe
significantly — Father Liias, after hearing this approach, quoted
another passage (Exodus 25) he had read the night before which now

had a new significance for him: it tells how Moses approached the
people of Isræl to support Bezalel’s craftsmanship: The LORD said to
Moses, ‘Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me an offering; from
every man whose heart makes him willing you shall receive from them…let
them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. According to all
that I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its
furniture, so you shall make it.’ Let it be so! Amen, Amen!
If you find “your heart makes you willing” to participate in this
project please send your check (made out to Saint Gregory the Great
Church and marked “Sacred Vessel Fund ”) to:
Suzanne Carpentier, Treasurer,
Saint Gregory the Great Church,
27 Wethersfield Street, PO Box 59,
Rowley MA 01969
A list of donations will be made and preserved; requests for
anonymity will of course be respected.
Part of the vision of this project is a hope that all who have been
part of the journey leading to the foundation of Saint Gregory the
Great would be part of creating this Eucharistic memorial of its
establishment: ideally, all of us would contribute something. It is not
the size of any individual contribution but a broad participation which
is significant. Were we to accomplish this goal it would allow all of us,
while alive, to look towards the Altar at the Elevation and see a visible
symbol of the unity of this part of the Body of, and with, the Lord;
and it would allow our successors (beholding the same vessels) to see
in them a gift from the entire community which was gathered to found
their parish. It goes without saying that we also welcome and treasure
donations from those who, while not members of our community, have
followed our history or who are moved to honor what it, and the
Ordinariate as a whole, represent.
May our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified in this, as in all things.
Sincerely,

Kevin McDermott

Selected Images of our Work in Progress

The Raw Material: Silver ( full size iPad for scale)

The Chalice Bowl: Ready for Raising

Raising the Chalice: 1

Raising the Chalice: 5

Raising the Chalice: 12. The bowl — like all the work — will be hand-planished to smooth it.

Forming the Column Halves

The assembled Column and Knop — rough-work.

Initial lay-out in wax for the Medallion of Christ and its source; there will be three other
medallions on the body of the chalice: this; the first English image of St. Gregory the Great; and
two chi-rhos of St. Gregory’s period. All will be lost-wax cast in silver and then hand-finished
before being applied to the chalice.

Initial Design Proposal for the chalice, showing the medallion of St. Gregory the Great as
depicted in his earliest English representation: an illuminated initial from a manuscript of the
Venerable Bede’s History of the English Church which may have been Bede’s personal copy.

